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Planning
Development
Stewardship

Each year, local, county, and state elected officials, community and business
Leaders, educators, and industry professionals are invited to participate on 
inspection trips, or tours, to key water facilities throughout California.

These trips are engineered to educate members of our Southern California
communities about the planning and procurement of our water supply, 
and the significant issues involved in the delivery and management of this 
vital resource.



What is it?

Inspection trips offer our guests a unique opportunity to experience 
first-hand the complex system that makes the procurement, 
management, and delivery of high-quality drinking water to 
southern California possible.

A variety of knowledgeable experts in the field of water address 
issues such as water supply, management, quality, environmental 
restoration, agricultural challenges, political agendas, and water 
conservation efforts.
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Delivery
Management



Construction
Challenges
Infrastructure

Inspection trips provide a unique 
history lesson about California’s 
extensive water supply system 
development and the challenges that 
early visionaries faced while designing 
and constructing the infrastructure 
that today supplies water to over 37 
million people.

During the inspection trip, guests will 
tour key water facilities, including 
water treatment plants, pumping 
stations, reservoirs, aqueducts, and 
water reclamation plants.

What to expect



Educate
Dialogue
Value

Our goals are to educate Orange County stakeholders about the value of water, 
and to encourage critical dialogue about the future of our water resources.

Guests will return from an inspection trip with a solid foundation of water knowledge, 
and will be able to engage others in their communities and social networks in an 
important discussion about their own local resources.

What are the goals?



An American engineering marvel and 
essential water delivery system for all 
of Southern California, this 242-mile 
conveyance system delivers water 
from Lake Havasu on the 
California/Arizona border to Lake 
Mathews in the foothills of the Santa 
Ana Mountains in Riverside County. 

The CRA was the largest public works 
project in southern California during 
the Great Depression, providing jobs 
for 30,000 workers before being 
completed in 1939. The American 
Society of Civil Engineers recognizes it 
as one of the “seven wonders” of the 
engineering world.
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Trip Length: 2 to 3 Days



Lake Havasu

Whitsett Pumping Plant

Parker Dam
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Trip Length: 2 to 3 Days
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Gene Pumping Plant

Copper Basin 
Dam & Reservoir

Iron Mountain
Pumping Plant
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Trip Length: 2 to 3 Days
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Eagle Mountain 
Pumping Plant

Julian Hinds
Pumping Plant

General George S. Patton
Museum & the Big Map
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Trip Length: 2 to 3 Days
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Diamond Valley Lake  (DVL)

The Water + Life Campus

Hiram W. Wadsworth Pumping Plant
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Trip Length: 2 to 3 Days
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Robert A. Skinner Treatment Plant

Skinner is Metropolitan's second largest 
treatment plant, with a capacity of 630 million 
gallons a day—enough to fill the Rose Bowl 
every three hours.

Lake Mathews

Robert B. Diemer Treatment Plant

Colorado 
River 
Aqueduct (CRA) 

Trip Length: 2 to 3 Days
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Colorado 
River 
Aqueduct (CRA) 

Trip Length: 2 to 3 Days

F.E. Weymouth
Treatment Plant
Located in the City of La Verne, this plant is on 
a 150-acre site that also contains 
Metropolitan’s Water Quality Laboratory and 
maintenance shops (machine shop, 
fabrication shop, coatings shop, etc.). One of 
the largest filtration plants in the U.S., 
Weymouth delivers up to 520 million gallons 
of water per day.

Water Quality
Maintenance
Fabrication



The SWP is a massive water delivery 
system that provides water to more 
than 25 million Californians and 
700,000 acres of farmland in the San 
Francisco Bay, Central Valley, and 
Southern California. 

The Sacramento-San Joaquin Bay 
Delta, where the Sacramento and San 
Joaquin Rivers meet, is the focal point 

for water distribution throughout the 
state and serves as the hub through 
which water passes from north to 
south.

The SWP fuels economic growth and 
provides estimated annual benefits of 
400 billion dollars to California’s 
economy.
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Trip Length: 2 to 3 Days



State 
Water 
Project (SWP) 

Flood Control
Restoration
Electricity

Trip Length: 2 to 3 Days

Lake Orovile
Oroville Dam

Feather River
Fish Hatchery

Hyatt Power Plant



State 
Water 
Project (SWP) 

Government
Legislature
Law Process

Trip Length: 2 to 3 Days California State Capitol
Sacramento
The State Capitol houses the past, present, 
and future of California's government and 
legislature. The building serves as both a 
museum and the state’s working seat of 
government. Visitors can experience 
California’s rich history and witness the 
making of history through the modern law-
making process.



California’s biggest water challenge lies 
where the rivers of the Sierra Nevada 
merge into the vast Sacramento-San 
Joaquin Delta, the “hub” of the state’s 
water system. Supplies that travel 
through the Delta provide drinking 
water for more than two-thirds of the 
state’s population. Over the years, the 
Delta’s ecosystem has deteriorated, 

and its 1,100-mile levee system of 150-
year-old levees has become 
increasingly vulnerable to failure 
caused by earthquakes, floods, and 
other forces of nature. This 
deterioration has led to historic 
restrictions in water supply deliveries.
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Ecosystem
Levees
Restrictions

Trip Length: 2 to 3 Days

Sacramento 
San-Joaquin

Bay Delta



Islands
Tracts
Levees

State 
Water 
Project (SWP) 

Trip Length: 2 to 3 Days

The Delta
The Delta is a complex patchwork of nearly 60 
islands and tracts surrounded by natural and 
man-made channels. It is home to more than 
750 distinct species of plants and wildlife and 
is the single most important link in the SWP 
system. 

Since about two-thirds of the Delta is below 
sea level, it relies on a maze of man-made dirt 
levees to protect land and key infrastructure 
from floods and daily high tides.
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Transfers
Diversion
Distribution

Trip Length: 2 to 3 Days

The Delta
Cross Channel (DCC)

Skinner Fish Facility Harvey O. Banks 
Pumping Plant
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