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WORKSHOP MEETING OF THE 
BOARD OF DIRECTORS WITH MET DIRECTORS 

MUNICIPAL WATER DISTRICT OF ORANGE COUNTY 
18700 Ward Street, Conference Room 101, Fountain Valley, California 

October 2, 2024, 8:30 a.m. 

Teleconference Sites: 
25652 Paseo De La Paz, San Juan Capistrano, CA  92675 

17420 Walnut Street, Fountain Valley, CA 92708 
This meeting will be held in person at 18700 Ward Street, Fountain Valley, California, 92708 (Conference Room 101).  As a 

convenience for the public, the meeting may also be accessed by Zoom Webinar and will be available by either computer or 
telephone audio as indicated below.  Because this is an in-person meeting and the Zoom component is not required, but rather 

is being offered as a convenience, if there are any technical issues during the meeting, this meeting will continue and will not be 
suspended.   

Computer Audio: You can join the Zoom meeting by clicking on the following link: 
  https://zoom.us/j/8828665300 

 Telephone Audio: (669) 900 9128 fees may apply 
(877) 853 5247 Toll-free

  Webinar ID: 882 866 5300# 

AGENDA 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

ROLL CALL 

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION/COMMENTS 
At this time members of the public will be given an opportunity to address the Board concerning items within 
the subject matter jurisdiction of the Board.  Members of the public may also address the Board about a 
particular Agenda item at the time it is considered by the Board and before action is taken. 

The Board requests, but does not require, that members of the public who want to address the Board 
complete a voluntary “Request to be Heard” form available from the Board Secretary prior to the meeting. 

ITEMS RECEIVED TOO LATE TO BE AGENDIZED 
Determine need and take action to agendize item(s), which arose subsequent to the posting of the Agenda. 
(ROLL CALL VOTE: Adoption of this recommendation requires a two-thirds vote of the Board members 
present or, if less than two-thirds of the Board members are present a unanimous vote.) 

ITEMS DISTRIBUTED TO THE BOARD LESS THAN 72 HOURS PRIOR TO MEETING 
Pursuant to Government Code Section 54957.5, non-exempt public records that relate to open session 
agenda items and are distributed to a majority of the Board less than seventy-two (72) hours prior to the 
meeting will be available for public inspection in the lobby of the District’s business office located at 18700 
Ward Street, Fountain Valley, California 92708, during regular business hours.  When practical, these public 
records will also be made available on the District’s Internet Web site, accessible at http://www.mwdoc.com. 

NEXT RESOLUTION NO. 2150 

PRESENTATION/DISCUSSION ITEMS 

1. UPDATE BY NATURAL RESOURCE RESULTS (NRR)

Recommendation: Discuss and file the information presented.
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2. LEGISLATIVE ACTIVITIES 

 
a. State Legislative Report (SDA) 
b. Legal and Regulatory Report (Ackerman) 
c. County Legislative Report (Whittingham) 
d. MWDOC Legislative Matrix 
e. Metropolitan Legislative Matrix 

 
Recommendation:  Review and discuss the information presented. 

 
3. QUESTIONS OR INPUT ON MET ISSUES FROM THE MEMBER AGENCIES/MET 

DIRECTOR REPORTS REGARDING MET COMMITTEE PARTICIPATION 
 

Recommendation:  Receive input and discuss the information presented. 
 
INFORMATION ITEMS 
 
4. MET ITEMS CRITICAL TO ORANGE COUNTY (The following items are for 

informational purposes only – a write up on each item is included in the packet. 
Discussion is not necessary unless requested by a Director). 

 
a. MET’s Finance and Rate Issue 

b. MET’s Water Supply Condition Update 

c. MET’s Water Quality Update 

d. Colorado River Issues 

e. Delta Conveyance Activities and State Water Project Issues 

 

Recommendation: Review and discuss the information presented. 
 

5. METROPOLITAN (MET) BOARD AND COMMITTEE AGENDA DISCUSSION ITEMS 
 
a. Summary regarding September MET Board Meeting 
b. Review items of significance for MET Board and Committee Agendas 

 
 Recommendation: Review and discuss the information presented. 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
Note: Accommodations for the Disabled.  Any person may make a request for a disability-related modification or 
accommodation needed for that person to be able to participate in the public meeting by telephoning Maribeth Goldsby, 
District Secretary, at (714) 963-3058, or writing to Municipal Water District of Orange County at P.O. Box 20895, Fountain 
Valley, CA 92728. Requests must specify the nature of the disability and the type of accommodation requested. A 
telephone number or other contact information should be included so that District staff may discuss appropriate 
arrangements. Persons requesting a disability-related accommodations should make the request with adequate time 
before the meeting for the District to provide the requested accommodations. 
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Budgeted: ☒ Yes ☐ No          Budgeted amount:  None Core: ☒ Choice: ☐ 

Action item amount:  N/A Movement between funds:  ☐ Yes ☒ No          

  

 

Item No. 1 
  

 
 
 
 

DISCUSSION ITEM 
October 2, 2024 

 
TO: Board of Directors 
 
FROM: Harvey De La Torre, General Manager 
 
 Staff Contact:  Heather Baez 
     
 
SUBJECT:  UPDATE BY NATURAL RESOURCE RESULTS (NRR) 
 
 
STAFF RECOMMENDATION 
 
It is recommended that the Board of Directors discuss and file this information. 
 
SUMMARY 
 
Natural Resource Results (NRR) is a Washington, DC, lobbying and government affairs 
firm. Founded in 2007, NRR works with clients to accomplish measured results that benefit 
the economy, the community, and the environment. 
 
MWDOC entered into a professional services contract with NRR to provide federal legislative 
advocacy services in January 2021. MWDOC staff has invited NRR to attend (in person) the 
October meeting to provide the Board with a recap of their lobbying approach and the key 
federal priorities addressed in 2024.  
 
NRR has a five-member team with experience working with the federal government lobbying 
and government affairs consulting dedicated to principled advocacy and consulting. NRR key 
staff that cover MWDOC issues include Sara Tucker and Garrett Durst.  
 
Ms. Tucker joined Natural Resource Results in September 2014 after serving as a Senior 
Professional Staff Member on the Senate Energy and Natural Resources Committee.  
Her portfolio included public lands and water issues, and she was the lead staff for the 
Water and Power Subcommittee. Ms. Tucker was responsible for covering the Bureau of 
Reclamation’s budget, policies, and programs. She also staffed the National Parks 
Subcommittee. 
 
Mr. Durst joined Natural Resource Results as a Senior Associate after serving as Deputy 
Chief of Staff and Legislative Director for Congressman Garamendi. He has a strong 
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background in the complexities surrounding California water policy. Among other 
achievements, he was intimately involved in developing and enacting legislation that 
significantly enhanced how the federal government addresses water operations in California 
and other Western states. Prior to moving to Washington, DC, he worked at his family’s 
farm in California’s Sacramento Valley. This first-hand experience uniquely positioned him 
to address the challenges facing California’s agricultural producers effectively. 
 
NRR focuses on coalition building and provides strategic guidance and lobbying to achieve 
the client's near- and long-term objectives. They work to bring organizations and other 
clients together on issues to realize similar goals. They are proactively identifying and 
sourcing opportunities to build strategic relationships that benefit MWDOC and its member 
agencies. 
 

 
 
ALIGNMENT WITH BOARD STRATEGIC PRIORITIES 
 

☐  Clarifying MWDOC’s mission and role; defining 
functions and actions. 

☒ Work with member agencies to develop water 
supply and demand objectives. 

☒ Balance support for Metropolitan’s regional 
mission and Orange County values and interests. 

☒ Solicit input and feedback from member 
agencies. 

☒ Strengthen communications and coordination of 
messaging. 

☐ Invest in workforce development and succession 
planning. 

 
 
 

List of Attachments/Links: 

  

NRR Monthly Report for October 
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To: Board of Directors, Municipal Water District of Orange County 
From: Natural Resource Results 
RE: Monthly Board Report – October 2024 
              
 
Appropriations 
 
The House and Senate both passed a Continuing Resolution (CR) that funds the government 
through December 20th, heading off a potential government shutdown but punting some 
challenging issues into the Lame Duck session of Congress. Congress does not come back into 
session until after the election and will have a short period of time to wrap up legislative business 
for the year. 
 
Water Legislation 
 
Because Congress adjourned early after passing a CR, the Senate Energy and Natural Resources 
Committee was forced to cancel a markup that included a number of water bills. However, we 
still expect that those bills will be in the mix for a year-end legislative package. Bills of note 
include: 
 

• S. 5012_, to establish an interest-bearing account for the non-Federal contributions to the 
Lower Colorado River Multi-Species Conservation Program (Padilla); and 

• S. 4576, to amend the Energy and Water Development and Related Agencies 
Appropriations Act, 2015, to reauthorize the Colorado River System conservation pilot 
program (Hickenlooper/Barrasso). 

Special Districts 
 
Progress continues on legislation to clarify that special districts are eligible for federal grant 
funding. H.R. 7525 has already passed the House and just last week was reported favorably out 
of the Senate Committee on Homeland Security and Government Affairs. Next step is to get the 
bill through the full Senate during the lame duck.  
 
Colorado River 
 
Both the House and the Senate included language in the Energy and Water Appropriation reports 
addressing excess flows to Mexico. The language seeks to fix a need for better management of 
water deliveries coming from Lake Mead because there are times when excess flows go to 
Mexico. Some believe additional infrastructure is needed to fix the problem.  
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It has been reported that the Bureau of Reclamation will likely release chapters of the draft EIS 
for the post 2026 guidelines before the end of this year. These chapters will look at the various 
alternatives submitted as well as the Federal proposed alternative and how they compare when 
modeled by the technical team at the agency. This will likely be in a matrix form and will only 
be released to the states and tribes and not the public. There will not be a comment period this 
year. In the first half of 2025, we expect to see BOR release a draft EIS for post 2026 to the 
public. The goal is still to reach consensus among the 7 Basin States. 
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SDA 
Government Relations 

To: MWDOC Workshop 

From: Syrus Devers 

Date: October 2nd, 2024 

Re: End of Session Report - State Legislative Report 

End of Session Report 

This year began with hand wringing. The water industry had been through two rough years and was due 

for a win, and we got it. A typical year starts with a list of 40 to 45 tracked bills, about a third of which 

begin as spot bills. (Bills that state an intent but contain no substantive language.) This year began with 

58 tracked bills. Worse, about half were spot bills, which produces anxiety in water lobbyists because 

we have to assume the worst. 

As this report is being prepared, there are still two bills supported by water lobbyists on the Governor’s 

desk awaiting action, but we have already won enough to celebrate. The top priority is always to stop the 

bad bills, thereby preventing things from getting any worse than they already are. No opposed bills made 

it to the Governor’s desk, while four supported bills made it through, two which have already been 

signed: SB 1072 and AB 1827. (See below) This report was prepared five days before the final deadline 

for the Governor to act on a bill. SDA will give a final tally of the legislative session during oral 

presentation, but water lobbyists are already taking a victory lap. 

Update on bills active during End of Session: These are the bills that were still pending when the 

September report was prepared. 

AB 1827 (Papan) - The purpose of this bill is to validate the use of tiered rates under Prop 218. 

Although the bill had a fairly easy vote in committee, there was late concern about the vote on Third 

Reading and SDA was asked to help lobby.  

Position: SUPPORT. Result: Signed into law. 

AB 2257 (Wilson) - Creates a requirement to exhaust administrative remedies before bringing a Prop 

218 action against a special district. (ACWA sponsored.)  

Position: SUPPORT. Result: Governor’s desk awaiting action. 

SB 366 (Caballero): This is the industry sponsored bill that began with the financial support of dozens of 

water agencies last year. The final bill is a far cry from the original purpose, which was to lay out a 

financial pathway to fund California’s future water supply requirements. The bill requires interim water 

Item No. 2a
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Syrus Devers Advocacy 

______________________________________________________ 
 

 

supply goals for 2050, and requires regulatory agencies to consult with stakeholders, among other 

provisions. SDA took on a number of lobbying assignments throughout the process.  

Position: SUPPORT. Result: Governor’s desk awaiting action. 

SB 1072 (Padilla) - This bill is one of the three dealing with Prop 218 reform. This bill allows for Prop 

218 fines to be paid through future rate reductions instead of lump sums, the goal being to give public 

agencies greater financial predictability.  

Position: SUPPORT. Result: Signed into law. 

SB 1390 (Caballero) - This bill affirms and codifies the actions taken by the state to move emergency 

flood flows into storage without having to jump through all the hoops imposed by overlapping water 

rights. It includes a compromise among State Water Contractors that respects junior rights while 

allowing flood flows that cannot be utilized to be expeditiously diverted to storage. Late opposition 

arose from Central Valley water districts that prefer the status quo. SDA was asked to engage and rally 

client support. Given this agency’s reliance on the State Water Project being utilized to the maximum 

extent possible, adopting a support position was an easy call.  

Position: SUPPORT. Result: Dead. Note: This bill was an unfortunate victim of “hostage taking” on the 

last night of session. It was held in the Assembly for reasons unrelated to policy. 

 

Actively lobbied bills in 2024: These are all the other bills SDA was tasked with actively supporting or 

opposing in 2024. 

AB 1573 (Friedman): This bill concerned native plant use in new construction. MWDOC did not take a 

position on the bill in print, but did oppose proposed amendments that would have modified the 

effective dates of last year’s AB 1572 (Friedman) prohibiting non-functional turf, which MWDOC did 

oppose. The effort was successful and the bill died. 

AB 1820 (Schiavo): Limitations on fees for new housing developments. Special district lobbyists 

successfully sought amendments to limit the bill to cities and counties.  

AB 2409 (Papan): The bill would have required a permitting accountability transparency internet 

website (dashboard). MWDOC lobbied in favor but the bill never made it out of the house of origin. 

SB 937 (Weiner): The most significant of the bills intended to limit development fees on new 

construction. MWDOC adopted an “oppose unless amended,” but removed opposition once water 

agencies were removed from the bill. 

SB 1210 (Skinner): Another of several bills to limit or prohibit development fees on new construction. 

MWDOC did adopt an “oppose unless amended”, but that was moved to “watch” once special districts 

were removed from the bill. 
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Syrus Devers Advocacy 

______________________________________________________ 

SB 1218 (Newman): support for emergency water supplies. This bill was sponsored by IRWD and 

supported by MWDOC, but the bill died on the infamous Suspense File. (This was a bummer.) 

SB 1255 (Durazo): The “voluntary” LIRA program bill. This bill was covered extensively in previous 

reports and defeating it was one of the year’s major victories. 

Watched bills: Once a year SDA invites the Board Members to scan the bills on the “Watch” list that 

were not brought to the attention of the Board. Some bills are in the watch section after opposition was 

removed. In this case, there will be a note recording when and why that happened. For all the others, 

staff did not elevate them to a priority for one of several reasons, one of which was waiting to see if 

there was any possibility of the bill moving before committing resources. Whatever the reason, there is 

always a chance that SDA mislabeled a bill that should have been a priority. If that happened, please let 

us know so that we can continue to improve. 

Administrative Report 

The Department of Water Resources published a report back in July that for reasons unknown received 

no publicity. The bi-annual State Water Project Delivery Capability Report for 2024 disclosed an 

alarming reduction in the projected reliability of the State Water Project (SWP) in the event of an 

extended drought. To paraphrase, the SWP is projected to be about half as reliable as it was estimated to 

be as recently as 2021.  

Governor Newsom is taking credit for a recent legal victory in the CEQA lawsuit against Sites 

Reservoir. Last year, Newsom pushed through Trailer Bill language to limit CEQA appeals on major 

infrastructure projects to 270 days. It received some criticism at the time because the deadline only 

applied “if feasible.” Nonetheless, the Sites Reservoir CEQA appeal lawsuit was denied in 256 days. 
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Legal and Regulatory 

October 2, 2024 

1. Great Salt Lake Update:  We have previously reported on the decline in water in the Great Salt Lake. The lake is

getting somewhat of a reprieve from Utah Lake and other contributors. Around 10,000-acre feet of water will be

sent to the Salt Lake via the Jordan River in the next few weeks. The Jordan River connects the Great Salt Lake and

Utah Lake. The majority of the water is coming from Utah Lake as a result the heavy 2023 snowpack in Utah. Just

under half of the water is being sent to the Salt Lake from other water users and the Church of Jesus Christ of

Latter-Day Saints. The latter contribution is result of voluntary agreements with the parties. The Great Salt Lake

will need over a half a million additional acre feet every year to achieve its goal elevation of 4198 feet in the

future. Utah water world is happy to see at least this small start.

2. More Underground Storage Needed:  The University of California at Riverside has released a new study regarding

agricultural water needs. Their solution for handling the agricultural demands is an increased emphasis on

replenishing the underground aquifers in the region. They assert that additional resources should be made

available in the Central Valley and coastal plains to enhance recharge in the depleted aquifers. They recommend

additional recharge basins, more convenient structures to redistribute water in the impacted areas, spraying

water on land and more cost-efficient ways to infuse water underground. They also recommend voluntary water

markets and the extended use of enhanced treatment of wastewater. Their goal is to have a sustainable model for

agriculture in California in the future.

3. More PFAS Solutions:  ETH Zurich institute is studying new ways to break down forever chemicals. Their current

study tries to make it easier to break down the carbon fluoride bond in PFAS. Generally, it requires much energy

to break these bonds. They have come up with a new method involving piezocatalysis to accelerate this process.

Piezo refers to the electric charge generated during the mechanical processes. They have developed

nanomaterials that are piezoelectric and can accomplish this mission. Thus far their success rate of degrading

PFAS molecules is above 90%. While this process is not yet commercially feasible that is their next challenge. This

method is less expensive and easier on the environment than other alternatives.

4. SGMA Challenged:  The Sustainable Groundwater Management Act is again being challenged in court. The Kings

County Farm Bureau has sued the State Water Resources Control Board and received an injunction against them

enforcing costly orders on the water boards involved. The courts rationale was that the water board's process was

not transparent and had been negotiated in secret. The process did not allow for any appeal of decisions and the

board failed to consider other solutions offered by the plaintiff. Other water boards who are on probation or

being threatened by the State will likely see this as a positive outcome for their issues. The next hearing for this

matter is set for January of 2025.

ACKERMAN CONSULTING 

I t em No.  2b
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5. Garbage Patch Cleanup:  A nonprofit group known as Ocean Cleanup has put forth an offer to clean up the great 

Pacific garbage patch. This mess in the ocean which is twice the size of Texas has been the object of discussion for 

many years. This group has said that they can clean up the patch in 10 years for a price of $7.5 billion. Their plan is 

to capture plastic and garbage in various rivers around the world before it makes its way to the sea and cleaning 

up the accumulation existing. In the past this group has removed over 1,000,000 lbs. of trash from the ocean. 

Their rationale is that the cost to the world is over 2 1/2 trillion dollars. So far, they have not come up with anyone 

to give them a contract. 

6. More Rain in Cities?:  A study from the University of Texas examined rainfall in major cities throughout the world. 

Of the over 1000 cities which they examined more than 60% of those receive more rainfall than their surrounding 

areas. The most significant was Houston TX which received 5 inches more rain per year than its surrounding rural 

areas. This creates problems for water management and flash flood episodes. Some of the cities studied actually 

received less rain than their surrounding areas. Typically, they are situated in valleys or lowlands where the 

weather patterns were controlled by the mountains. An example of one of those cities is Seattle. Their studies 

showed that buildings had the greatest influence on the weather patterns. The high buildings slowed down winds 

and changed weather conditions which influence rainfall. Typically, the cities with more rainfall also had warmer 

temperatures. 

7. Colorado River Law Changes:  The University of Virginia has been studying the Colorado River and the impact of 

laws on the current shortage on the river, in particular, a regulation called the “free river condition”. This 

regulation states that if the river has sufficient water for everyone’s needs, that anyone whether or not they have 

existing water rights could take as much water from the river that they want. This has been discussed in various 

articles regarding loopholes in water rights in Colorado. During the year of 2017 as a result of free river conditions 

water utility users diverted approximately 90,000-acre feet more than their water rights allowed. While this 

amount is not large, they believe that any changes to increase the available amount of water for the basin would 

help the negotiations for all the states. 

8. Better Water Treatment:  The key to better water treatment worldwide is better membranes and filtration 

methods. The key to this process is economical methods, reduce maintenance, and have better anti fouling 

features. A recent study from the University of Sharjah in the United Arab Republic has come up with a natural 

element which could achieve many of these goals. The use of manganese nanoparticles is having excellent results 

in test studies. Thus far, it has shown to be economical, easy to maintain, and has very excellent biofouling 

characteristics. This makes it an excellent candidate for water treatment plants everywhere and could also be 

used in desalinization plants. Its current effectiveness rate is over 95% and its reuse factor exceeds 88%. 

9. Moon Water Rover:  NASA has just cancelled a 1/2-billion-dollar water rover designed for exploration on the 

moon. Nicknamed the Viper, this machine is practically ready to go to the moon to explore the possibility of water 

or other minerals on the moon. The cancellation was due to budgetary concerns. They are now trying to find 

alternate vendors to finish the job. The mission of Viper is very important for future moon exploration and 

potential lunar settlement.  This device has the capability of collecting and analyzing samples and drilling holes in 
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the moon surface. Members of Congress are weighing in to support the program. They have the power to reverse 

the NASA decision. I suggest they call Elon Musk. 

10. Drone Warning:  New York City has added a complement of drones to warn residents of emergencies and other 

extreme weather conditions. The current drone teams are assigned to neighborhoods prone to flooding and use a 

loudspeaker system on the drone to warn of impending weather. The drones are being used in addition to other 

forms of warning including social media, text alerts, and community-based systems. The drones are also used to 

monitor large gatherings and to look for sharks on the beaches. 

11. Artificial Turf On The Run:  Artificial grass first came on the scene in the 1960s. It was advertised as the cheaper 

substitute for grass and a water saver. It's primary and most public exposure has been in athletic fields. There are 

presently over 12,000 artificial turf fields in America with over 1000 being added each year. However now that 

trend is getting significant pushback. The New Jersey Institute of Technology has examined the safety risk and has 

found many. The artificial turf generally operates at a much higher temperature than the surrounding area. It can 

also cause burns, dehydration, and heat related ailments. The chemicals used in the turf also leach into the 

surrounding area and people coming in contact with it. It is also heavy with PFAS. The turf cannot be recycled and 

is now considered a hardscape as opposed to historical landscape designation. California has limited watering of 

non-functional synthetic grass and many states including New York have put moratoriums or limitations on its use. 

The City of Los Angeles is considering an outright ban. The New Jersey Institute is making the case for the use of 

real grass in many of the areas where artificial turf has dominated. They are now saying it may be worth the 

additional cost in water and the benefits of real grass. 
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Whittingham PAA, LLC 

31441 Santa Margarita Parkway, Suite A181 ▪ Rancho Santa Margarita, CA 92688 

(949) 280-9181 ▪ peter@whittinghampaa.com

October 2, 2024 

TO: MWDOC Board of Directors 

FROM: Peter Whittingham 

SUBJECT: October 2024 Report 

The month of September was marked by a week-long heat wave and three wildfires that 

stretched resources at dozens of agencies. Following is a few of the more notable 

developments and issues of the month: 

• The City of Newport Beach approved a Memorandum of Understanding with the

Laguna Beach County Water District (LBCWD) to explore the viability of a new

water well. Newport Beach identified the need for a new well within its 2019

Water Master Plan and has subsequently been seeking potential sites in the City

of Fountain Valley. LBCWD has located and purchased a vacant property on

Bushard Street in Fountain Valley that could serve as a new water well site for

both Newport Beach and Laguna Beach, which already share several pipeline and

groundwater agreements.

• The Seal Beach City Council approved an agreement for sharing consultant costs

with MWDOC for completion of the Orange County Water and Wastewater

Multi-Jurisdictional Hazard Mitigation Plan and America Water Infrastructure

Act of 2018 Projects.

• Cadiz Inc., which has been working for more than two decades to deliver water

from the Fenner Valley in San Bernardino to a number of water districts in the

region, including Santa Margarita Water District, announced it has acquired

additional idled pipelines to facilitate its potential delivery to the California

Aqueduct. Cadiz announced last month that it had secured a water supply

agreement with Cucamonga Valley Water District (CVWD) for up to 5,000 acre-

feet of water annually.

• The Orange County Board of Supervisors received a presentation of its

Preliminary Climate Action Plan, which provides a base document for the

continuation of development of the final Climate Action Plan and a status update

on progress made during the last six months. The report includes input received

during seven forums held throughout the County, from the formal public review

and comment period, the stakeholders and from internal departments. Measures

Item No. 2c
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contained within the document will be further evaluated to determine specific 

emission reductions and cost-effectiveness and the document will also go through 

a full evaluation under the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) with 

the goal of reducing the cost and time associated with the process on a project-by-

project basis.  

 

• National Public Radio (NPR) profiled the Yorba Linda Water District and its 

PFAS treatment plant, noting it is the largest of its kind. The NPR report quoted 

Board members and Todd Colvin, chief water system operator for the district. 

Every gallon of water pumped from the district’s wells now passes through a few 

of the 22 tanks at the site for treatment before going to the homes and businesses 

of the 80,000 residents YLWD serves.  

 

• The Orange County Board of Supervisors voted unanimously to censure First 

District Supervisor Andrew Do amid federal investigation into the County’s 

allocation of several million dollars to a non-profit organization that has failed to 

provide an accounting of expenditure of the funds and at which the Supervisor’s 

daughter was employed. 

It is a pleasure to work with you and to represent the Municipal Water District of Orange 

County. 

Sincerely, 

 
Peter Whittingham 
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MWDOC Workshop 
Prepared by SDA Government Relations 

September, 2024 

NOTE: Several bills have strikethrough lines in the “position” and “priority” lines. 

This is a function of the bill tracking program. It shows which bills were removed 

from the Bill Matrix earlier in the year but still tracked.   

Priority: A. High 

AB 460  (Bauer-Kahan, D) State Water Resources Control Board: water rights and usage: civil penalties. 

Status: 09/22/2024 - Chaptered by Secretary of State - Chapter 342, Statutes of 2024 

Summary:  Under current law, the diversion or use of water other than as authorized by specified provisions of law is a 
trespass, subject to specified civil liability. This bill would require the State Water Resources Control Board to adjust for 
inflation, by January 1 of each year, beginning in 2026, the amounts of civil and administrative liabilities or penalties 
imposed by the board or in water right actions brought at the request of the board, as specified. (Based on 09/22/2024 text) 

Position: B. Watch 

Priority: A. High 

Notes - Amended to only address fines 

AB 1337  (Wicks, D) State Water Resources Control Board: water diversion curtailment. 

Status: 07/02/2024 - Failed Deadline pursuant to Rule 61(b)(13). (Last location was N.R. & W. on 6/7/2023) 

Summary:  Under existing law, the diversion or use of water other than as authorized by specified provisions of law is a 
trespass, subject to specified civil liability. This bill would expand the instances when the diversion or use of water is 
considered a trespass. This bill contains other related provisions and other existing laws. (Based on 05/18/2023 text) 

Position: watch 

Priority: A. High 

AB 1567  (Garcia, D) Safe Drinking Water, Wildfire Prevention, Drought Preparation, Flood Protection, Extreme Heat 

Mitigation, Clean Energy, and Workforce Development Bond Act of 2024. 

Status: 08/31/2024 - Failed Deadline pursuant to Rule 61(b)(17). (Last location was N.R. & W. on 5/22/2024) 

Summary:  Would enact the Safe Drinking Water, Wildfire Prevention, Drought Preparation, Flood Protection, Extreme 
Heat Mitigation, Clean Energy, and Workforce Development Bond Act of 2024, which, if approved by the voters, would 
authorize the issuance of bonds in the amount of $15,995,000,000 pursuant to the State General Obligation Bond Law to 
finance projects for safe drinking water, wildfire prevention, drought preparation, flood protection, extreme heat mitigation, 
clean energy, and workforce development programs.  (Based on 05/26/2023 text) 

Position: watch 

Priority: A. High 

AB 1573  (Friedman, D) Water conservation: landscape design: model ordinance. 

Status: 08/31/2024 - Failed Deadline pursuant to Rule 61(b)(17). (Last location was INACTIVE FILE on 9/7/2023) 

Summary:  The Water Conservation in Landscaping Act provides for a Model Water Efficient Landscape Ordinance that is 
adopted and updated at least every 3 years by the Department of Water Resources, unless the department makes a 
specified finding. Current law requires a local agency to adopt the model ordinance or to adopt a water efficient landscape 

Item No. 2d
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ordinance that is at least as effective in conserving water as the updated model ordinance, except as specified. Current law 
specifies the provisions of the updated model ordinance, as provided. Current law includes a related statement of legislative 
findings and declarations. This bill would require the updated model ordinance to include provisions that require that plants 
included in a landscape design plan be selected based on their adaptability to climatic, geological, and topographical 
conditions of the project site, as specified. The bill would also exempt landscaping that is part of a culturally specific project, 
as defined, ecological restoration projects that do not require a permanent irrigation system, mined-land reclamation 
projects that do not require a permanent irrigation system, and existing plant collections, as part of botanical gardens and 
arboretums open to the public, from the model ordinance. The bill would require the updated model ordinance to include 
provisions that, among other changes, prohibit the use of traditional overhead sprinklers on all new and rehabilitated 
landscapes and require that new and rehabilitated landscapes use only water efficient irrigation devices.  (Based on 
09/01/2023 text) 

Position: watch 

Priority: A. High 

 

AB 1820  (Schiavo, D) Housing development projects: applications: fees and exactions. 

Status: 09/22/2024 - Chaptered by Secretary of State - Chapter 358, Statutes of 2024 

Summary:  Current law requires a city or county to deem an applicant for a housing development project to have submitted 
a preliminary application upon providing specified information about the proposed project to the city or county from which 
approval for the project is being sought. Current law requires a housing development project be subject only to the 
ordinances, policies, and standards adopted and in effect when the preliminary application was submitted. This bill would 
authorize a development proponent that submits a preliminary application for a housing development project to request a 
preliminary fee and exaction estimate, as defined, and would require a city, county, or city and county to provide the 
estimate within 30 business days of the submission of the preliminary application. For development fees imposed by an 
agency other than a city, county, or city and county, the bill would require the development proponent to request the fee 
schedule from the agency that imposes the fee and would require the agency that imposes the fee to provide the fee 
schedule to the development proponent without delay. (Based on 09/22/2024 text) 

Position: watch 

Priority: A. High 

Notes - Flagged by CSDA 

 

AB 1827  (Papan, D) Local government: fees and charges: water: higher consumptive water parcels. 

Status: 09/22/2024 - Chaptered by Secretary of State - Chapter 359, Statutes of 2024 

Summary:  The California Constitution specifies various requirements with respect to the levying of assessments and 
property-related fees and charges by a local agency, including requiring that the local agency provide public notice and a 
majority protest procedure in the case of assessments and submit property-related fees and charges for approval by 
property owners subject to the fee or charge or the electorate residing in the affected area following a public hearing. 
Current law, known as the Proposition 218 Omnibus Implementation Act, prescribes specific procedures and parameters for 
local jurisdictions to comply with these requirements and, among other things, authorizes an agency providing water, 
wastewater, sewer, or refuse collection services to adopt a schedule of fees or charges authorizing automatic adjustments 
that pass through increases in wholesale charges for water, sewage treatment, or wastewater treatment or adjustments for 
inflation under certain circumstances. Current law defines, among other terms, the term “water” for these purposes to mean 
any system of public improvements intended to provide for the production, storage, supply, treatment, or distribution of 
water from any source. This bill would provide that the fees or charges for property-related water service imposed or 
increased, as specified, may include the incrementally higher costs of water service due to specified factors, including the 
higher water usage demand of parcels. (Based on 09/22/2024 text) 

Position: support 

Priority: A. High 

Notes - Support position adopted on May 1st 

 

AB 2257  (Wilson, D) Local government: property-related water and sewer fees and assessments: remedies. 

Status: 09/05/2024 - Enrolled and presented to the Governor at 4 p.m.  

Summary:  The California Constitution specifies various requirements with respect to the levying of assessments and 
property-related fees and charges by a local agency, including notice, hearing, and protest procedures, depending on the 
character of the assessment, fee, or charge. Current law, known as the Proposition 218 Omnibus Implementation Act, 
prescribes specific procedures and parameters for local jurisdictions to comply with these requirements. This bill would 
prohibit, if a local agency complies with specified procedures, a person or entity from bringing a judicial action or proceeding 
alleging noncompliance with the constitutional provisions for any new, increased, or extended fee or assessment, as 
defined, unless that person or entity has timely submitted to the local agency a written objection to that fee or assessment 
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that specifies the grounds for alleging noncompliance, as specified. This bill would provide that local agency responses to 
the timely submitted written objections shall go to the weight of the evidence supporting the agency’s compliance with the 
substantive limitations on fees and assessments imposed by the constitutional provisions. The bill would also prohibit an 
independent cause of action as to the adequacy of the local agency’s responses. (Based on 08/29/2024 text) 

Position: support 

Priority: A. High 

Notes - ACWA sponsored. Support position adopted May 1st. 

 

AB 2409  (Papan, D) Office of Planning and Research: permitting accountability transparency dashboard. 

Status: 05/16/2024 - Failed Deadline pursuant to Rule 61(b)(8). (Last location was APPR. SUSPENSE FILE on 5/1/2024) 

Summary:  Would require the Office of Planning and Research, on or before January 1, 2026, to create and maintain, as 
specified, a permitting accountability transparency internet website (dashboard). The bill would require the dashboard to 
include a display for each permit to be issued by specified state agencies for all covered projects. The bill would define 
various terms for these purposes. The bill would also require the dashboard to include, but not be limited to, information for 
each permit to be issued by a state agency that is required for the completion of the project, including, among other 
requirements, the permit application submission date. The bill would require each state agency with a responsibility for 
issuing a permit for a covered project to provide information in the appropriate time and manner as determined by the office. 
The bill would also make related findings and declarations. (Based on 04/11/2024 text) 

Position: support 

Priority: A. High 

Notes - CMUA sponsored bill. Support position adopted on March 6th. 

 

AB 3219  (Sanchez, R) Advanced Clean Fleets Regulation: local governments. 

Status: 05/02/2024 - Failed Deadline pursuant to Rule 61(b)(6). (Last location was TRANS. on 3/11/2024) 

Summary:  The California Global Warming Solutions Act of 2006 establishes the State Air Resources Board as the state 
agency responsible for monitoring and regulating sources emitting greenhouse gases and requires the state board to adopt 
rules and regulations to achieve the maximum technologically feasible and cost-effective greenhouse gas emission 
reductions from those sources. Pursuant to its authority, the state board has adopted the Advanced Clean Fleets 
Regulation, which imposes various requirements for transitioning local, state, and federal government fleets of medium- and 
heavy-duty trucks, other high-priority fleets of medium- and heavy-duty trucks, and drayage trucks to zero-emission 
vehicles. The Advanced Clean Fleets Regulation authorizes entities subject to the regulation to apply for exemptions from 
its requirements under certain circumstances. This bill would provide that the requirements of the Advanced Clean Fleets 
Regulation do not apply to the purchase by a local government of vehicles with a gross vehicle weight rating greater than 
8,500 pounds if the price of the zero-emission version of a vehicle is more than an unspecified percentage of the price of a 
comparable internal combustion engine version of that vehicle. (Based on 03/11/2024 text) 

Position: watch 

Priority: A. High 

Notes - Possible support 

 

SB 366  (Caballero, D) The California Water Plan: long-term supply targets. 

Status: 09/09/2024 - Enrolled and presented to the Governor at 3 p.m.  

Summary:  Current law requires the Department of Water Resources to update every 5 years the plan for the orderly and 
coordinated control, protection, conservation, development, and use of the water resources of the state, which is known as 
“The California Water Plan.” Current law requires the department to include a discussion of various strategies in the plan 
update, including, but not limited to, strategies relating to the development of new water storage facilities, water 
conservation, water recycling, desalination, conjunctive use, water transfers, and alternative pricing policies that may be 
pursued in order to meet the future needs of the state. Current law requires the department to establish an advisory 
committee to assist the department in updating the plan. This bill would revise and recast certain provisions regarding The 
California Water Plan to, among other things, require the department to expand the membership of the advisory committee 
to include tribes, labor, and environmental justice interests. The bill would require the department, as part of the 2033 
update to the plan, to update the interim planning target for 2050, as provided. The bill would require the target to consider 
the identified and future water needs for all beneficial uses and ensure safe drinking water for all Californians, among other 
things. (Based on 09/03/2024 text) 

Position: support 

Priority: A. High 

Notes - CMUA sponsored bill from 2023 
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SB 867  (Allen, D) Safe Drinking Water, Wildfire Prevention, Drought Preparedness, and Clean Air Bond Act of 2024. 

Status: 07/03/2024 - Chaptered by Secretary of State - Chapter 83, Statutes of 2024 

Summary:  Would enact the Safe Drinking Water, Wildfire Prevention, Drought Preparedness, and Clean Air Bond Act of 
2024, which, if approved by the voters, would authorize the issuance of bonds in the amount of $10,000,000,000 pursuant 
to the State General Obligation Bond Law to finance projects for safe drinking water, drought, flood, and water resilience, 
wildfire and forest resilience, coastal resilience, extreme heat mitigation, biodiversity and nature-based climate solutions, 
climate-smart, sustainable, and resilient farms, ranches, and working lands, park creation and outdoor access, and clean air 
programs. (Based on 07/03/2024 text) 

Position: watch 

Priority: A. High 

 

SB 1072  (Padilla, D) Local government: Proposition 218: remedies. 

Status: 09/20/2024 - Chaptered by Secretary of State - Chapter 323, Statutes of 2024 

Summary:  The California Constitution sets forth various requirements for the imposition of local taxes. The California 
Constitution excludes from classification as a tax assessments and property-related fees imposed in accordance with 
provisions of the California Constitution that establish requirements for those assessments and property-related fees. Under 
these requirements, an assessment is prohibited from being imposed on any parcel if it exceeds the reasonable cost of the 
proportional special benefit conferred on that parcel, and a fee or charge imposed on any parcel or person as an incident of 
property ownership is prohibited from exceeding the proportional cost of the service attributable to the parcel. The 
Proposition 218 Omnibus Implementation Act prescribes specific procedures and parameters for local compliance with the 
requirements of the California Constitution for assessments and property-related fees. This bill would require a local 
agency, if a court determines that a fee or charge for a property-related service, as specified, violates the above-described 
provisions of the California Constitution relating to fees and charges, to credit the amount of the fee or charge attributable to 
the violation against the amount of the revenues required to provide the property-related service, unless a refund is 
explicitly provided for by statute. (Based on 09/20/2024 text) 

Position: watch 

Priority: A. High 

 

SB 1164  (Newman, D) Property taxation: new construction exclusion: accessory dwelling units. 

Status: 08/31/2024 - Failed Deadline pursuant to Rule 61(b)(17). (Last location was REV. & TAX on 6/3/2024) 

Summary:  The California Constitution generally limits ad valorem taxes on real property to 1% of the full cash value of that 
property. For purposes of this limitation, “full cash value” is defined as the assessor’s valuation of real property as shown on 
the 1975–76 tax bill under “full cash value” or, thereafter, the appraised value of that real property when purchased, newly 
constructed, or a change in ownership has occurred. This bill would exclude from classification as “newly constructed” and 
“new construction” the construction of an accessory dwelling unit, as defined, if construction on the unit is completed on or 
after January 1, 2025, and before January 1, 2030, until one of specified events occurs. The bill would require the property 
owner to, among other things, notify the assessor that the property owner intends to claim the exclusion for an accessory 
dwelling unit and submit an affidavit stating that the owner shall make a good faith effort to ensure the unit will be used as 
residential housing for the duration the owner receives the exclusion. (Based on 05/16/2024 text) 

Position: watch 

Priority: A. High 

Notes - Brought up on 4/3. Keep watch position pending feedback from agencies. 

 

SB 1210  (Skinner, D) New housing construction: electrical, gas, sewer, and water service: service connection information. 

Status: 09/03/2024 - Enrolled and presented to the Governor at 3 p.m.  

Summary:  Current law vests the Public Utilities Commission with regulatory authority over public utilities, including 
electrical corporations, gas corporations, sewer system corporations, and water corporations, while local publicly owned 
utilities, including municipal utility districts, public utility districts, and irrigation districts, are under the direction of their 
governing boards. This bill would, for new housing construction, require the above-described utilities, on or before January 
1, 2026, to publicly post on their internet websites (1) the schedule of estimated fees for typical service connections for each 
housing development type, including, but not limited to, accessory dwelling unit, mixed-use, multifamily, and single-family 
developments, except as specified, and (2) the estimated timeframes for completing typical service connections needed for 
each housing development type, as specified. The bill would exempt from its provisions a utility with fewer than 4,000 
service connections that does not establish or maintain an internet website due to a hardship and would authorize the utility 
to establish that a hardship exists by annually adopting a resolution that includes detailed findings, as provided. (Based on 
08/28/2024 text) 

Position: watch 

Priority: A. High 
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Notes - OUA adopted on 4/3. Amendments removed impacts to special districts. Moved to "watch." 

 

SB 1218  (Newman, D) Water: emergency water supplies. 

Status: 08/15/2024 - Failed Deadline pursuant to Rule 61(b)(14). (Last location was APPR. SUSPENSE FILE on 8/7/2024) 

Summary:  The Urban Water Management Planning Act requires every public and private urban water supplier that directly 
or indirectly provides water for municipal purposes to prepare and adopt an urban water management plan. The act 
requires an urban water management plan to include a water shortage contingency plan, as provided. This bill would 
declare that it is the established policy of the state to encourage, but not mandate, the development of emergency water 
supplies, and to support their use during times of drought or unplanned service or supply disruption, as provided. (Based on 
06/18/2024 text) 

Position: support 

Priority: A. High 

Notes - IRWD sponsored. Support position adopted on March 6th. 

 

SB 1255  (Durazo, D) Public water systems: needs analysis: water rate assistance program. 

Status: 08/15/2024 - Failed Deadline pursuant to Rule 61(b)(14). (Last location was APPR. SUSPENSE FILE on 8/7/2024) 

Summary:  Current law establishes the Safe and Affordable Drinking Water Fund in the State Treasury to help water 
systems provide an adequate and affordable supply of safe drinking water in both the near and long terms. Current law 
requires the state board to annually adopt a fund expenditure plan, as provided, and requires expenditures from the fund to 
be consistent with the fund expenditure plan. Current law requires the state board to base the fund expenditure plan on data 
and analysis drawn from a specified drinking water needs assessment. This bill would require the state board to update a 
needs analysis of the state’s public water systems to include an assessment, as specified, of the funds necessary to 
provide a 20% bill credit for low-income households served by community water systems with fewer than 3,300 service 
connections and for community water systems with fewer than 3,300 service connections to meet a specified affordability 
threshold on or before July 1, 2026, and on or before July 1 of every 3 years thereafter. (Based on 06/19/2024 text) 

Position: oppose 

Priority: A. High 

Notes - Oppose position adopted on 7/3 

 

SB 1390  (Caballero, D) Groundwater recharge: floodflows: diversion. 

Status: 09/01/2024 - Failed Deadline pursuant to Rule 61(b)(17). (Last location was THIRD READING on 8/31/2024) 

Summary:  Current law declares that all water within the state is the property of the people of the state, but the right to the 
use of the water may be acquired by appropriation in the manner provided by law. Current law requires the appropriation to 
be for some useful or beneficial purpose. Current law provides, however, that the diversion of floodflows for groundwater 
recharge does not require an appropriative water right if certain conditions are met, including that a local or regional agency 
that has adopted a local plan of flood control or has considered flood risks as part of its most recently adopted general plan 
has given notice, as provided, of imminent risk of flooding and inundation of lands, roads, or structures. Current law defines 
“floodflow” for these purposes, to include circumstances in which flows would inundate ordinarily dry areas in the bed of a 
terminal lake to a depth that floods dairies and other ongoing agricultural activities, or areas with substantial residential, 
commercial, or industrial development. Current law defines “imminent” for these purposes to mean a high degree of 
confidence that a condition will begin in the immediate future. Current law also requires the person or entity making the 
diversion for groundwater recharge purposes to file with the State Water Resources Control Board and any applicable 
groundwater sustainability agency for the basin, a notice containing specified information no later than 48 hours after initially 
commencing diversion of floodflows for groundwater recharge, a preliminary report no later than 14 days after initially 
commencing that diversion, and a final report no later than 15 days after the diversions cease. These requirements apply to 
diversions commenced before January 1, 2029. This bill would, among other things, expand the conditions that are required 
to be met for the diversion of floodwaters for groundwater recharge that do not require an appropriative water right. The bill 
would expand the definition of “floodflow” to include flows that are projected by the local or regional agency to inundate 
ordinarily dry areas in the bed of a terminal lake, as described above. The bill would revise the definition of “imminent” to 
mean a high degree of confidence that a condition will begin or is projected to begin within the next 72 hours. (Based on 
08/22/2024 text) 

Position: support 

Priority: A. High 

Notes - SUPPORT based on Policy Principles 
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Priority: B. Watch 
 

AB 2579  (Quirk-Silva, D) Inspections: exterior elevated elements. 

Status: 08/28/2024 - Enrolled and presented to the Governor at 4 p.m.  

Summary:  Current law provides authority for an enforcement agency to enter and inspect any buildings or premises 
whenever necessary to secure compliance with or prevent a violation of the building standards published in the California 
Building Standards Code and other rules and regulations that the enforcement agency has the power to enforce. Current 
law requires an inspection, by January 1, 2025, and by January 1 every 6 years thereafter, of exterior elevated elements 
and associated waterproofing elements, as defined, including decks and balconies, for buildings with 3 or more multifamily 
dwelling units, as specified. Current law that provides that, if the property was inspected within 3 years prior to January 1, 
2019, as specified, no new inspection is required until January 1, 2025. This bill would extend the deadline for initial 
inspection until January 1, 2026. (Based on 08/26/2024 text) 

Position: watch 

Priority: B. Watch 

 

AB 2626  (Dixon, R) Advanced Clean Fleets regulations: local governments. 

Status: 04/25/2024 - Failed Deadline pursuant to Rule 61(b)(5). (Last location was TRANS. on 3/4/2024) 

Summary:  Current law requires the State Air Resources Board to adopt and implement motor vehicle emission standards, 
in-use performance standards, and motor vehicle fuel specifications for the control of air contaminants and sources of air 
pollution that the state board has found necessary, cost effective, and technologically feasible. Pursuant to its authority, the 
state board has adopted the Advanced Clean Fleets Regulation, which imposes various requirements for transitioning local, 
state, and federal government fleets of medium- and heavy-duty trucks, other high-priority fleets of medium- and heavy-duty 
trucks, and drayage trucks to zero-emission vehicles. The Advanced Clean Fleets Regulation authorizes entities subject to 
the regulation to apply for exemptions from its requirements under certain circumstances. This bill would extend the 
compliance dates for local government set forth in the Advanced Clean Fleets Regulation by 10 years. The bill would 
prohibit the state board from taking enforcement action against a local government for violating the Advanced Clean Fleets 
Regulation if the alleged violation occurs before January 1, 2025. (Based on 02/14/2024 text) 

Position: B. Watch 

Priority: B. Watch 

Notes - Possible support 

 

AB 2661  (Soria, D) Electricity: Westlands Water District. 

Status: 09/13/2024 - Enrolled and presented to the Governor at 4 p.m.  

Summary:  Would authorize the Westlands Water District to provide, generate, and deliver solar photovoltaic or 
hydroelectric electricity and to construct, operate, and maintain works, facilities, improvements, and property necessary or 
convenient for generating and delivering that electricity. The bill would require the district to use the electricity for the 
district’s own purposes, and the bill would authorize the district to sell surplus electricity to a public or private entity engaged 
in the distribution or sale of electricity. The bill would also authorize the district to construct, operate, and maintain energy 
storage systems and electric transmission lines, and to construct, operate, and maintain works, facilities, improvements, 
and property necessary or convenient for the operation of the energy storage system and electric transmission lines, within 
the boundaries of the district, as specified. The bill would require the district to report the amount of income, and the 
purposes for expenditure of that income, from these electricity facilities in a specified report. The bill would require the 
district to establish a community benefits agreement plan for a specified electrical infrastructure development plan and 
related transmission and other electrical projects, as provided. This bill would make legislative findings and declarations as 
to the necessity of a special statute for the Westlands Water District. (Based on 09/05/2024 text) 

Position: watch 

Priority: B. Watch 

 

AB 2911  (McKinnor, D) Campaign contributions: agency officers. 

Status: 08/31/2024 - Failed Deadline pursuant to Rule 61(b)(17). (Last location was E. & C.A. on 5/29/2024) 

Summary:  The Political Reform Act of 1974 prohibits an officer of an agency from accepting, soliciting, or directing a 
contribution of more than $250 from any party, participant, or a party or participant’s agent, while a proceeding involving a 
license, permit, or other entitlement for use is pending before the agency and for 12 months following the date a final 
decision is rendered in the proceeding, if the officer knows or has reason to know that the participant has a financial 
interest, as defined. Current law permits an officer who violates this prohibition to cure the violation by returning the 
contribution, or portion of the contribution in excess of $250, within 14 days of accepting, soliciting, or directing the 
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contribution, as specified. Current law also prohibits a party or party’s agent from making a contribution of more than $250 
to any officer of an agency while a proceeding involving a license, permit, or other entitlement for use is pending before the 
agency and for 12 months following the date a final decision is rendered by the agency in that proceeding. This bill would 
raise the threshold for contributions regulated by these provisions to $1,500, as specified. (Based on 04/16/2024 text) 

Position: watch 

Priority: B. Watch 

 

AB 2933  (Low, D) Multiunit residential structures and mixed-use residential and commercial structures: water conservation. 

Status: 05/16/2024 - Failed Deadline pursuant to Rule 61(b)(8). (Last location was APPR. SUSPENSE FILE on 5/8/2024) 

Summary:  Current law establishes the Building Standards Administration Special Revolving Fund, and makes the moneys 
in the fund available, upon appropriation, to state entities to carry out various related provisions, as specified. Current law 
requires the Department of Housing and Community Development to propose the adoption, amendment, or repeal of 
building standards to the California Building Standards Commission, and the department to adopt, amend, and repeal other 
rules and regulations for the protection of the public health, safety, and general welfare of the occupant and the public 
governing the erection, construction, enlargement, conversion, alteration, repair, moving, removal, demolition, occupancy, 
use, height, court, area, sanitation, ventilation, and maintenance of all hotels, motels, lodging houses, apartment houses, 
and dwellings, and buildings and structures accessory thereto, as specified. Current law authorizes those standards to 
include voluntary best practice and mandatory requirements related to environmentally preferable water using devices and 
measures. Current law requires the department and the commission to research, develop, and propose building standards 
to reduce potable water use in new residential and nonresidential buildings, including consideration of requiring installation 
of water reuse systems and consideration of requiring preplumbing of buildings to allow future use of recycled water, onsite 
treated graywater, or other alternative water sources. This bill would enact the California Multiunit Residential Structure and 
Mixed-Use Residential and Commercial Structure Water Conservation Act. The bill would state findings and declarations of 
the Legislature relating to wasted water due to plumbing leaks. The bill would require the department to investigate whether 
additional water conservation and efficiency measures are warranted for existing and new multifamily residential 
construction and mixed use commercial structures, including, but not limited to, point-of-use systems, as defined. The bill 
would authorize the department, if it determines that changes to the California Green Building Standards are warranted, to 
develop voluntary or mandatory proposals to be submitted to the commission for consideration. (Based on 04/18/2024 text) 

Position: B. Watch 

Priority: B. Watch 

Notes - Possible support. Update building standards to conserve water. 

 

AB 2947  (Lackey, R) Water: turfgrass conversion. 

Status: 05/16/2024 - Failed Deadline pursuant to Rule 61(b)(8). (Last location was APPR. SUSPENSE FILE on 5/1/2024) 

Summary:  Would prohibit the Department of Water Resources, when it allocates funding for turf replacement programs, 
from excluding urban water suppliers’ turfgrass conversion rebate programs if the rebate program requires the recipient of a 
rebate to achieve a net water savings and to use the most efficient turfgrass irrigation equipment, as provided. The bill 
would require an urban water supplier that offers a turfgrass conversion rebate program using funds awarded by the 
department after January 1, 2025, to report annually to the department on the number of turfgrass conversions that are 
funded through the program and the estimated water savings from the program until the funds are exhausted. (Based on 
04/08/2024 text) 

Position: watch 

Priority: B. Watch 

 

AB 3121  (Petrie-Norris, D) Public utilities: incentive programs. 

Status: 08/31/2024 - Failed Deadline pursuant to Rule 61(b)(17). (Last location was E. U., & C. on 8/29/2024) 

Summary:  Current law establishes the Multifamily Affordable Housing Solar Roofs Program. Current law requires the 
Public Utilities Commission (PUC), as part of the program, to authorize the award of monetary incentives for qualifying solar 
energy systems, as defined, that are installed on multifamily residential properties of at least 5 rental housing units that are 
operated to provide deed-restricted low-income residential housing, as defined, and that meet one or more specified 
requirements, as provided. Current law requires the PUC to annually authorize the allocation of $100,000,000 or 66.67% of 
available funds, whichever is less, beginning with the fiscal year commencing July 1, 2016, and ending with the fiscal year 
ending June 30, 2020, to the program from certain greenhouse gas allowance revenues received by electrical corporations 
and set aside for clean energy and energy efficiency projects, as provided. Current law requires the PUC to continue 
authorizing the allocation of these funds through June 30, 2026, if the PUC determines that revenues are available after 
2020 and that there is adequate interest and participation in the program. Current law requires the PUC to evaluate the 
program every 3 years and requires the PUC to make necessary adjustments to the program to ensure that the goals of the 
program are being met, as specified. Current law authorizes the PUC to credit uncommitted funds back to ratepayers if the 
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PUC, upon review, finds that there is insufficient participation in the program. This bill would require the PUC to credit no 
more than 1/2 of the program funds that are unencumbered as of January 1, 2025, back to the residential retail customers 
of electrical corporations, as specified. (Based on 08/28/2024 text) 

Position: watch 

Priority: B. Watch 

 

SB 903  (Skinner, D) Environmental health: product safety: perfluoroalkyl and polyfluoroalkyl substances. 

Status: 05/16/2024 - Failed Deadline pursuant to Rule 61(b)(8). (Last location was APPR. SUSPENSE FILE on 4/29/2024) 

Summary:  Would, beginning January 1, 2032, prohibit a person from distributing, selling, or offering for sale a product that 
contains intentionally added perfluoroalkyl and polyfluoroalkyl substances (PFAS), as defined, unless the Department of 
Toxic Substances Control has made a determination that the use of PFAS in the product is a currently unavoidable use, the 
prohibition is preempted by federal law, or the product is previously used. The bill would specify the criteria and procedures 
for determining whether the use of PFAS in a product is a currently unavoidable use, for renewing that determination, and 
for revoking that determination. The bill would require the department to maintain on its internet website a list of each 
determination of currently unavoidable use, when each determination expires, and the products and uses that are exempt 
from the prohibition. The bill would impose an administrative penalty for a violation of the prohibition, as specified. The bill 
would establish the PFAS Penalty Account and require all administrative penalties received to be deposited into that 
account and, upon appropriation by the Legislature, to be used for the administration and enforcement of these provisions, 
as specified. (Based on 04/11/2024 text) 

Position: watch 

Priority: B. Watch 

 

SB 937  (Wiener, D) Development projects: fees and charges. 

Status: 09/19/2024 - Chaptered by Secretary of State - Chapter 290, Statutes of 2024 

Summary:  The Mitigation Fee Act regulates fees for development projects, fees for specific purposes, including water and 
sewer connection fees, and fees for solar energy systems, among others. The act, among other things, requires local 
agencies to comply with various conditions when imposing fees, extractions, or charges as a condition of approval of a 
proposed development or development project. The act prohibits a local agency that imposes fees or charges on a 
residential development for the construction of public improvements or facilities from requiring the payment of those fees or 
charges until the date of the final inspection or the date the certificate of occupancy is issued, whichever occurs first, except 
for utility service fees, which the local agency is authorized to collect at the time an application for utility service is received. 
The act exempts specified units in a residential development proposed by a nonprofit housing developer if the housing 
development meets certain conditions. This bill would limit the utility service fees exception described above to utility 
service fees related to connections, and cap those fees at the costs incurred by the utility provider resulting from the 
connection activities. (Based on 09/19/2024 text) 

Position: watch 

Priority: B. Watch 

Notes - OUA position adopted on 4/3. Amendments removed opposed provisions. Move to "watch." 

 

SB 1110  (Ashby, D) Water reports: urban retail water suppliers: informational order: conservation order. 

Status: 08/15/2024 - Failed Deadline pursuant to Rule 61(b)(14). (Last location was APPR. SUSPENSE FILE on 8/7/2024) 

Summary:  Current law authorizes the State Water Resources Control Board, on and after January 1, 2024, to issue 
informational orders pertaining to water production, water use, and water conservation to an urban retail water supplier that 
does not meet its urban water use objective, as provided. Current law authorizes the board, on and after January 1, 2025, 
to issue a written notice to an urban retail water supplier that does not meet its urban water use objective. Current law 
authorizes the board, on and after January 1, 2026, to issue a conservation order to an urban retail water supplier that does 
not meet its urban water use objective. This bill would instead authorize the board to issue the informational orders on and 
after January 1, 2026, the written notice on and after January 1, 2027, and the conservation order on and after January 1, 
2028. (Based on 06/26/2024 text) 

Position: watch 

Priority: B. Watch 

 

SB 1121  (Grove, R) Recycled water: onsite treated nonpotable water systems: local jurisdiction permitting. 

Status: 05/02/2024 - Failed Deadline pursuant to Rule 61(b)(6). (Last location was E.Q. on 2/21/2024) 

Summary:  Current law requires the State Water Resources Control Board, in consultation with the California Building 
Standards Commission and the Department of Housing and Community Development, to adopt regulations for risk-based 
water quality standards for the onsite treatment and reuse of nonpotable water, and requires a local jurisdiction that elects 
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to establish a program for onsite treated nonpotable water systems to establish design criteria, permitting, cross-connection 
control, and enforcement procedures, as provided. This bill would require those local jurisdictions to ensure their permitting 
procedures require the approval of a permit for an onsite treated nonpotable water system within 60 days from the date the 
permit application is submitted if the application demonstrates that the project meets or exceeds the state board’s water 
quality standards for the onsite treatment and reuse of nonpotable water for nonpotable uses in multifamily residential, 
commercial, and mixed-use buildings. (Based on 02/13/2024 text) 

Position: watch 

Priority: B. Watch 

 

SB 1181  (Glazer, D) Campaign contributions: agency officers. 

Status: 09/12/2024 - Enrolled and presented to the Governor at 3 p.m.  

Summary:  The Political Reform Act of 1974 prohibits certain contributions of more than $250 to an officer of an agency by 
any party, participant, or party or participant’s agent in a proceeding while a proceeding involving a license, permit, or other 
entitlement for use is pending before the agency and for 12 months following the date a final decision is rendered in the 
proceeding, as specified. The act requires disclosure on the record of the proceeding, as specified, of certain contributions 
of more than $250 within the preceding 12 months to an officer from a party or participant, or party’s agent. This bill would 
exempt a city attorney or county counsel providing legal advice to the agency who does not have the authority to make a 
final decision in the proceeding from the definition of “officer” for purposes of these provisions. (Based on 09/06/2024 text) 

Position: watch 

Priority: B. Watch 

 

SB 1185  (Niello, R) Water conservation: water use objectives. 

Status: 04/25/2024 - Failed Deadline pursuant to Rule 61(b)(5). (Last location was N.R. & W. on 4/3/2024) 

Summary:  Existing law requires all water suppliers to increase the efficient use of water. Existing law establishes various 
water use objectives and restrictions, including urban water use objectives. Existing law requires the State Water 
Resources Control Board, in coordination with the Department of Water Resources, to adopt long-term standards for the 
efficient use of water, including standards for, among other things, a volume for water loss, and requires the board, when 
adopting the standards, to consider policies relating to urban water use objectives and proposed efficiency standards’ 
effects on local wastewater management, developed and natural parklands, and urban tree health.This bill would delete the 
requirement that the board adopt standards, for purposes of urban water use objectives, for water loss and would instead 
require the board to consider the policies relating to urban water use objectives and proposed efficiency standards’ effects 
on water loss. The bill would also set forth standards, policies, and procedures relating to water use objectives, generally, 
including, among other things, a prohibition against any water use objective established by the board that causes a 
reduction of more than 20% when compared to a water supplier’s actual water use in 2023 or that exceeds a water use 
standard recommended by the department. (Based on 03/18/2024 text) 

Priority: B. Watch 

 

SB 1243  (Dodd, D) Campaign contributions: agency officers. 

Status: 09/12/2024 - Enrolled and presented to the Governor at 3 p.m.  

Summary:  The Political Reform Act of 1974 prohibits certain contributions of more than $250 to an officer of an agency by 
any party, participant, or party or participant’s agent in a proceeding while a proceeding involving a license, permit, or other 
entitlement for use is pending before the agency and for 12 months following the date a final decision is rendered in the 
proceeding, as specified. The act requires disclosure on the record of the proceeding, as specified, of certain contributions 
of more than $250 within the preceding 12 months to an officer from a party or participant, or party’s agent. The act 
disqualifies an officer from participating in a decision in a proceeding if the officer has willfully or knowingly received a 
contribution of more than $250 from a party or a party’s agent, or a participant or a participant’s agent, as specified. The act 
allows an officer to cure certain violations of these provisions by returning a contribution, or the portion of the contribution of 
in excess of $250, within 14 days of accepting, soliciting, or receiving the contribution, whichever comes latest. This bill 
would raise the threshold for contributions regulated by these provisions to $500, as specified. The bill would extend the 
period during which an officer may cure a violation to within 30 days of accepting, soliciting, or directing the contribution, 
whichever is latest. The bill would specify that a person is not a “participant” for the purposes of these provisions if their 
financial interest in a decision results solely from an increase or decrease in membership dues. (Based on 09/06/2024 text) 

Position: watch 

Priority: B. Watch 

 

SB 1330  (Archuleta, D) Urban retail water supplier: water use. 

Status: 08/15/2024 - Failed Deadline pursuant to Rule 61(b)(14). (Last location was APPR. SUSPENSE FILE on 8/7/2024) 
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Summary:  Current law requires an urban retail water supplier to calculate its urban water use objective no later than 
January 1, 2024, and by January 1 every year thereafter, and to be composed of the sum of specified data, including 
aggregate residential water use. Current law requires each urban retail water supplier’s water use objective to be composed 
of the sum of specified aggregate estimates, including efficient outdoor irrigation of landscape areas with dedicated 
irrigation meters or equivalent technology in connection with water used by commercial water users, industrial water users, 
institutional water users, and large landscape water users (CII). Current law requires an urban retail water supplier to submit 
reports to the Department of Water Resources, as provided, by the same dates. This bill would require the department to, 
no later than January 1, 2035, conduct necessary studies and investigations regarding the efficiency performance of newly 
constructed residential landscapes and landscape areas with dedicated irrigation meters in connection with CII water use, 
as specified. (Based on 06/26/2024 text) 

Position: watch 

Priority: B. Watch 
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  Item No. 4 
 

 

DISCUSSION ITEM 

September 4, 2024 

 

 

TO: Board of Directors 

 

FROM: Harvey De La Torre, 

 General Manager 

 

 Staff Contact: Melissa Baum-Haley  

   Alex Heide 

   Kevin Hostert 

      

SUBJECT: METROPOLITAN WATER DISTRICT (MET) ITEMS CRITICAL TO ORANGE 

COUNTY 

 

 

STAFF RECOMMENDATION 

 

Staff recommends the Board of Directors to review and discuss this information. 

 

 

 

DETAILED REPORT 

 

This report provides a brief update on the current status of the following key MET issues that 

may affect Orange County: 

 

a. MET’s Finance and Rate Issues    

b. Water Supply Condition Update 

c. Water Quality Update    

d. Colorado River Issues 

e. Delta Conveyance Activities and State Water Project Issues 
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ISSUE BRIEF #A 

 
 
SUBJECT:  MET Finance and Rate Issues 
 
RECENT ACTIVITY 
 
Metropolitan Finance  
There was no Metropolitan Finance and Insurance Committee meeting in the month of 
September, therefore there is no update available. 
 
 
Metropolitan Business Model Update 
 
On July 22, 2024, Board leadership provided direction to Metropolitan’s Member Agency 
General Managers to form an ad hoc working group to review and refine Metropolitan’s 
Business Model. Direction was provided to the working group to develop a series of 
proposals on Business Model refinements that the Task Force could consider.  
 
On August 19, 2024, the ad hoc working group developed a framework for collaboration, 
which was formalized through a letter that was sent to Board leadership and signed by all 
26 member agency general managers. The framework included two retreats of the ad hoc 
working group, which would culminate in proposed refinements to the business model that 
the Task Force could then consider.  
 
The first workshop of the ad hoc working group has been scheduled for early October. 
Metropolitan has hired a professional facilitator, Ken Kirby, to help assist the process. 
 
Future updates on the Business Model will be brought forward to the MWDOC Directors 
and MWDOC Member Agencies as appropriate. 
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ISSUE BRIEF #B 
 
 
SUBJECT: MET’s Supply Condition Update 
 
RECENT ACTIVITY 
   

The 2023-24 Water Year (2023-24 WY) officially started on October 1, 2023. Thus far, 
Northern California accumulated precipitation (8-Station Index) reported 48.0. inches or 
97% of normal as of August 28th. The Northern Sierra Snow Water Equivalent peaked at 
35.1 inches on April 2nd, which is 124% of normal for that day.  The Department of Water 
Resources (DWR) has set the State Water Project (SWP) “Table A” allocation for WY 
2023-24 at 40%.  
 
The Upper Colorado River Basin accumulated precipitation is reporting 28.4 inches or 
105% of normal as of August 26th. On the Colorado River system, snowpack is measured 
across four states in the Upper Colorado River Basin. The Upper Colorado River Basin 
Snow Water Equivalent peaked at 17.2 inches as of April 9th, which is 86% of normal for 
that day. Due to the below average inflows into Lake Powell over the past several years, the 
United States Bureau of Reclamation declared a shortage at Lake Mead that has been 
ongoing since January 1st, 2022. As of June 2024, there is a 100% chance of shortage 
continuing in CY 2025, a 80% chance in CY 2026 and a 70% chance in CY 2027.  In 
addition, there is a 3% chance of a California shortage in 2027. 
 
As of August 27th Lake Oroville storage is at 69% of total capacity and 112% of normal. 
As of August 27th San Luis Reservoir has a current volume of 45% of the reservoir’s total 
capacity and is 115% of normal.   
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With Calendar Year (CY) 2024 estimated total demands and losses of 1.34 million acre-feet 
(MAF) and with a 40% SWP Table A Allocation, Metropolitan is projecting that supplies will 
exceed demand levels in CY 2024. Based on this, estimated total dry-year storage for 
Metropolitan at the end of CY 2024 will increase to approximately 3.8 MAF.  The 
projected dry-year storage supply of 3.8 MAF is approximately 2.7 MAF more storage 
than when Metropolitan typically goes into Water Supply Allocations. A large factor in 
maintaining a high water storage level are lower than expected water demands. We are 
seeing regional water demands reaching a 40-year low.  However, with a majority of 
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Metropolitan’s water supplies stored in Lake Mead and with still a 5-year shortage 
projection at Lake Mead, there remains a lot of uncertainty to where supply balances 
will be in the future. In addition, Colorado River Basin States have been meeting for 
months to negotiate new post 2026 operations at Glen Canyon Dam at Lake Powell 
and Hoover Dam at Lake Mead.   
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ISSUE BRIEF #C 
 
 
SUBJECT: MET’s Water Quality Update 
 
RECENT ACTIVITY 
   

Water System Operations 
Metropolitan member agency water deliveries were 136,300 acre‐feet (AF) for July with an 
average of 4,400 AF per day, which was about 1,000 AF per day higher than in June. 
Metropolitan continued delivering water to the Cyclic and Conjunctive Use Programs. Treated 
water deliveries were 17,800 AF higher than in June for a total of 76,300 AF, or 56 percent of 
total deliveries for the month. The Colorado River Aqueduct (CRA) pumped a total of 99,000 
AF in July. State Water Project (SWP) imports averaged 2,900 AF per day, totaling about 
88,900 AF for the month. The target SWP blend is 25 percent for Weymouth, Diemer, and 
Skinner plants.     
 
Metropolitan expects to have sufficient SWP and Colorado River supplies to meet demands 
in 2024. Water continues to be managed according to Water Surplus and Drought 
Management (WSDM) principles and operational objectives with an emphasis on positioning 
SWP supplies to meet future demands in the SWP‐dependent areas. Metropolitan continued 
maximizing deliveries to Desert Water Agency and Coachella Valley Water District. 
Metropolitan is also continuing to minimize the use of Table A supplies this year to improve 
SWP carryover for next year for drought reliability.  
 
Water Treatment and Distribution 
The SWP target blend entering the Weymouth and Diemer plants and Lake Skinner remained 
at 25 percent in July. The blend leaving Lake Skinner has gradually increased over the past 
few weeks and now matches the blend entering the lake.    
 
Flow‐weighted running annual averages for total dissolved solids from May 2023 through 
April 2024 for Metropolitan’s treatment plants capable of receiving a blend of supplies from 
the SWP and the CRA were 397, 478, and 463 mg/L for the Weymouth, Diemer, and Skinner 
plants, respectively.  
 
Metropolitan staff replaced existing end‐of‐life reduced voltage starters for Lake Skinner 
Outlet Tower chlorine pumps. The new soft starters gradually increase pump speed, ensuring 
a controlled build‐up of system pressure to meet operational needs. This mitigates the risk of 
water hammer, a phenomenon that can cause pipe ruptures and leaks because of sudden 
pressurization. The chlorine pumps are used four times per year for quagga mussel control 
in the Lake Skinner Outlet Tower and associated Lake Skinner Outlet Conduit. 
 
With the southern portion of the Allen‐McColloch Pipeline shut down for maintenance, the 

OC‐88 pump station is projected to experience higher flows than usual. Because of this, a 
temporary power source is necessary to allow two chiller units to function at full capacity so 
they can provide the required cooling water for additional pumps. Metropolitan staff used a 
nearby motor control center to supply temporary power for the additional chiller units.    
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ISSUE BRIEF #D 
 
 

SUBJECT: Colorado River Issues 
 
RECENT ACTIVITY 
 

U.S. Bureau of Reclamation 2025 Annual Operating Plan Consultation 
 
The U.S. Bureau of Reclamation (Reclamation) held the second of three annual 
consultation meetings regarding its Annual Operating Plan for Colorado River Reservoirs 
(AOP) for 2025. Each year Reclamation prepares an AOP that reports on operations of 
Colorado River Reservoirs during the past year, and projects operations and releases for 
the current year based on current and projected reservoir elevations and hydrologic 
conditions throughout the basin. The AOP provides Metropolitan with significant operational 
information regarding projected releases from Lake Powell to Lake Mead and whether the 
Lower Division States (California, Arizona, and Nevada) will be at normal, surplus, or 
shortage conditions. Metropolitan uses information in the AOP to plan diversions, 
Intentionally Created Surplus (ICS) creation and/or delivery, interstate banking 
determinations, and Drought Contingency Plan Contributions.  
 
Reclamation’s draft AOP states that the annual release from Lake Powell is forecast to be 
7.48 million acre-feet. The Lower Basin is forecast to be in shortage condition, requiring 
Nevada, Arizona, and Mexico to take shortages and make Drought Contingency Plan (DCP) 
contributions. California is not forecast to be required to make DCP contributions in 2025. 
ICS may be created and delivered, and reservoir protection conservation as provided in the 
Lower Basin Plan will be implemented consistent with the Supplemental Environmental 
Impact Statement Record of Decision.  
 

Metropolitan Issues Annual Fallowing Call for Palo Verde Program 
 
By July 31 of each year, Metropolitan is required to make an annual fallowing call for the 
amount of land it wishes to be fallowed in Palo Verde Valley for the following two years. 
This year, the call was for 100 percent of the lands to be fallowed from 2025-2026. 
However, rather than the water being made available to Metropolitan, the water will be 
added to Lake Mead as system water, per the terms of the System Conservation 
Agreement executed by Reclamation, Palo Verde Irrigation District (PVID), and 
Metropolitan. Reclamation is funding the entire cost of the program and will be receiving 
117,000 acre-feet per year through 2026. Part of Reclamation’s funding will be set aside to 
fund community improvement projects in the city of Blythe and the surrounding area. A 
committee of three directors, each from PVID and Metropolitan, will be meeting to 
determine the process for selecting projects to be funded by the nearly $7.5 million that was 
established through an agreement signed by PVID and Metropolitan.   

Page 52 of 61



 Page 12 
 
 
 

 
ISSUE BRIEF #E 

 
 

SUBJECT: Delta Conveyance Activities and State Water Project Issues 
 
RECENT ACTIVITY 
 
Sites Reservoir  
 
At the July 19 Joint Reservoir Committee and Sites Authority Board meeting, the Reservoir 
Committee and the Authority Board approved a new asset management policy to establish 
guidelines for the effective and efficient management of assets owned and operated by the 
Sites Project Authority in compliance with relevant contractual and regulatory requirements 
and industry best practices. 
 
Science Activities  
 
Metropolitan staff published a paper with researchers at Southern Illinois University and UC 
Davis on contaminants in the Sacramento Deep Water Ship Channel. The paper, titled “A 
Baseline Assessment of Contamination in the Sacramento Deep Water Ship Channel” was 
published in Environmental Pollution. Contaminants of concern were detected in the 
sediment, water column, and fish prey suggesting multiple hazard routes for toxicity.  
 
Metropolitan staff helped to plan and implement a workshop on cyanobacteria, that forms 
toxic blooms in the Sacramento-San Joaquin Delta with the Delta Science Program, UC 
Davis, Restore the Delta, and Little Manila Rising. Restore the Delta and the Delta Science 
Program were the lead organizers. The one-day workshop provided information, materials, 
and online resources for the communities in the Sacramento-San Joaquin Delta on the 
cyanobacteria blooms and their potential hazard risks to the communities and wildlife. The 
workshop received positive feedback. Additional workshops are being planned. 
 
 
Delta Island Activities 
 
Metropolitan staff held the first public meeting for the Webb Tract Wetland Restoration and 
Rice Conversion projects. The meeting was attended by over thirty interested parties. Two 
levee improvement projects continue to progress on Bouldin Island and Bacon Island. Staff 
attended the inaugural Wetlands Preservation Foundation and Restore the Delta’s Rice 
Field Day. 
 
 
Metropolitan Bay Delta Conservation Plan/California WaterFix and California 
EcoRestore/Delta Conveyance Project (BDCP/CWF-CER/DCP) Expenditure 
 
The following is a summary of Metropolitan’s cumulative BDCP/CWF-CER/DCP 
expenditures updated for the quarter ending June 2024. This report includes the total 
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internal costs related to the BDCP, the CWF-CER, and the subsequent DCP efforts with the 
state administration. 
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Summary Report for 
The Metropolitan Water District of Southern California 

Board Meeting 
September 10, 2024 

CONSENT CALENDAR OTHER ITEMS - ACTION 

Appointed Director Lewitt to the Ethics, Operations, and Personnel Committee. 

Appointed Directors Garza and Armstrong to the Ad Hoc Committee for the Department 
Heads Evaluation Process (DHEP).  (Agenda Item 6B) 

CONSENT CALENDAR ITEMS – ACTION 

Authorized an agreement with IDS Group Inc. in an amount not to exceed $400,000 for 
preliminary design to rehabilitate the HVAC system at Metropolitan Headquarters Building.  
(Agenda Item 7-1) 

Adopted the Mitigated Negative Declaration for the West Valley Feeder No. 1 Stage 3 
Improvements Project and take related CEQA actions.  (Agenda Item 7-2) 

Awarded a $1,285,000 contract to Resource Environmental Incorporated for abatement and roof 
replacement on houses at four Colorado River Aqueduct Pumping Plant villages.  (Agenda 
Item 7-3) 

Authorized the General Manager to enter into agreements with the Plumas Community 
Protection I Forest Resilience Bond LLC, North Feather I Forest Resilience Bond LLC, and 
Upper Butte Creek I Forest Resilience Bond LLC to establish watershed partnerships and forest 
health pilot investigations in the Northern Sierra Nevada, each agreement is not to exceed 
$200,000 per year for a maximum of two years.  (Agenda Item 7-4) 

Approved the attached salary schedule, as noted in the board letter.  (Agenda Item 7-5) 

Expressed support for Proposition 4, The Safe Drinking Water, Wildfire Prevention, Drought 
Preparedness, and Clean Air Bond Act of 2024.  (Agenda Item 7-6) 

OTHER BOARD ITEMS - ACTION 

Authorized a $40 million increase to an existing design-build services agreement with J.F. Shea 
Construction Inc. to purchase long-lead equipment for the Sepulveda Feeder Pump Stations 
Project for a new not-to-exceed amount of $50.4 million.  (Agenda Item 8-1) 

Item No. 5a
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Authorized an amended and restated agreement with County Sanitation District No. 2 of 
Los Angeles County for shared implementation of Pure Water Southern California.  (Agenda 
Item 8-2) 
 
 
THIS INFORMATION SHOULD NOT BE CONSIDERED THE OFFICIAL MINUTES 
OF THE MEETING. 
 
All current month materials, and materials after July 1, 2021 are available on the public website 
here: https://mwdh2o.legistar.com/Calendar.aspx 

This database contains archives from the year 1928 to June 30, 2021: 
https://bda.mwdh2o.com/Pages/Default.aspx 
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