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The OC Plan
for IRWM in North and Central Orange County Section 1
Regional Planning, Outreach,
Governance and Coordination

SECTION 1. REGIONAL PLANNING, OUTREACH, GOVERNANCE AND
COORDINATION

1.1 Introduction

The North and Central Orange County Watershed Management Area Integrated Regional Water
Management (IRWM) Plan (The OC Plan) was prepared to identify and implement water
management solutions on a regional scale. Agencies, organizations and stakeholders
collaborated to identify water resource needs, develop goals to improve water resource
management and to evaluate projects for increased regional self-reliance and improved quality
of life in Orange County. This plan has been developed from and coordinates with existing plans
and research documents.

The OC Plan updates and combines two existing IRWM plans that were prepared by the County
of Orange. The North Orange County Watershed Management Area Integrated Regional Water
Management Plan was completed in 2011 and the Integrated Regional Water Management Plan:
Central Orange County Management Area was completed in 2012. Preparation and
implementation of The OC Plan builds on collaborative watershed planning in Orange County that
began more than a decade ago.

The goals of The OC Plan are to increase water supply, protect water quality, enhance the
environment and habitat, provide flood risk management, improve the quality of life, and address
climate change. The OC Plan will accomplish these goals through an established process of
ranking projects to help further state and regional goals.

Integrated Regional Water Management for the Region

The OC Plan includes the Central Orange County (OC) Watershed Management Area (WMA) and
the North OC WMA (herein referred to as the Region), both of which are within the Santa Ana
Funding Area.! Figure 1-1 shows the North and Central OC WMAs and their location within
Orange County, the surrounding counties, and the South OC IRWM Region.

! Legislation for both Proposition 84 and Proposition 1 allocated IRWM funding for each hydrologic region of the
state, and the Mountain County Overlay area, as identified in the California Water Plan, with some additional
modifications, including three sub-regions for the South Coast Hydrologic Region. For IRWM grant program
purposes, these areas are referred to as “funding areas” to reflect that there are differences between the boundaries
of the California Water Plan hydrologic region and the IRWM funding area boundaries.

(DWR Proposition 1 Fact Sheet:

http://www.water.ca.gov/irwm/grants/docs/Plindex/IRWM FundingAreaFactSheet121714.pdf)
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Figure 1-1: North and Central OC Watershed Management Areas
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Integrated planning is an appropriate approach for both WMAs and the Region for the following
reasons:
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The Region is integrally linked to sensitive regional and coastal habitat by dry-weather and
storm flows. Within the Central OC WMA, the entire Newport Bay Watershed drains to
Newport Bay, and the Newport Coast Watershed drains directly to the Pacific Ocean. The
lower portion of the Santa Ana River Watershed within Orange County, the Lower San
Gabriel River/Coyote Creek Watershed, and the Anaheim Bay-Huntington Harbour
Watershed are within the North OC WMA, which carries the runoff from approximately
one-third of Orange County. The Region’s watersheds provide riparian habitat for many
flora and fauna and include 35 miles of coastline and many of the remaining significant
estuary areas along Southern California. Beach closures, clean oceans and meeting total
maximum daily load (TMDL)/National Pollution Discharge Elimination System (NPDES)
requirements are regional challenges.

Like the WMA concept, IRWM planning is an efficient and effective way to manage water
resources. It promotes regional prioritization of important watershed issues and consensus
regarding how to address these issues. Also, IRWM planning encourages the development
of holistic solutions to problems, addresses problems at the source, and integrates projects
and programs with overlapping jurisdiction throughout the Region. Ultimately, IRWM
planning promotes sustainable resource management.

Urbanization of the Region impacts the ecosystems in these sensitive coastal areas. Water
guality can be improved by a variety of means, such as municipal land use planning, water
conservation, flood control improvements, and habitat restoration and enhancement.
Within the Central OC WMA, several cooperative agreements have been established for
agencies to share in the management, implementation, and cost of water quality projects
and programs related to the TMDLs, as well as water resource management, including
wastewater collection and treatment. Each year, significant public agency funding is
directed to stormwater and other water quality programs, including the protection of
coastal ecosystems.

The OC Plan addresses statewide management strategies and enables agencies to leverage
financial resources through development of multi-benefit/multi-jurisdictional projects.

The OC Plan will maximize the utilization of local water resources and efficient use of all
resources by providing for more effective collaboration through the application of multiple
water management strategies and implementation of multi-purpose projects that will fulfill
the needs of the Region.

The communities within the Region place a high social and economic value on their coastal
resources in these areas and the protection of these resources.
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Groundwater is a regional resource and an important source of drinking water. The Region
overlays the Coastal Plain of Orange County Groundwater Basin, identified by the California
Department of Water Resources as Basin 8-1. Management of the groundwater basin is
critical to protecting this local water supply. Issues related to groundwater quality, such as
naturally occurring selenium, toxic plumes from former military operations, and high
concentrations of nitrates and total dissolved solids (TDS) require regional solutions.

The imported water system and water resources are shared regionally. The Region has wide
variations in rainfall. Approximately six out of 10 years have below average rainfall.
Agencies are continuing to work on programs to enhance local supplies and reduce water
demand. Regional programs are more cost-effective and provide greater benefit locally and
regionally.

Watershed Management in the Region

InJune 2003, as directed by the County of Orange Board of Supervisors, the Orange County Public
Works (OC Public Works) Department (formerly the Resources and Development Management
Department) led a task force of city managers and special district general managers to develop a
countywide Water Quality Strategic Plan. This water quality strategic planning effort formalized
a partnership between Orange County, the Orange County Flood Control District (OCFCD), cities,
and water and wastewater agencies. As a result, the County created three WMAs - North, Central,
and South. Orange County serves as the regional program administrator.

This approach created a framework for municipalities, agencies, and stakeholders to work
collaboratively and find cost-effective solutions to Orange County’s water resources needs
through resource management and capital improvement planning.

Building on this approach, The OC Plan:
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Continues watershed planning at a manageable scale

Is consistent with the approach of new and future stormwater permits

Facilitates meaningful public and private stakeholder involvement

Allows priority setting at a local level

Is similar to an initiative in Orange County that generates funds for remediating
environmental impacts due to transportation projects and associated environmental
projects, referred to locally as Measure M

Follows the successful model of the Newport Bay Watershed Executive Committee and
Newport Bay Watershed Management Committee

Accommodates regional differences in managing water quality
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e Allows for local and regional water and sewer infrastructure planning to be coordinated
with flood control and storm drain systems

e Promotes partnership opportunities, especially between cities and districts

e Is consistent with the OC Drainage Area Management Plan (DAMP), Reports of
Wastewater Discharge (ROWD), and the OC Stormwater Resource Plan (SWRP)

e Allows for optimum use of existing and future funding sources

e Can be accomplished through interagency agreements

e Provides for regular meetings and engagement by stakeholders

The primary purpose of The OC Plan is to bridge current and future efforts related to watershed
planning, allowing agencies and stakeholders to leverage resources across jurisdictions. The OC
Plan describes the following:

e Central OC WMA and North OC WMA that make up the IRWM Region
e Issues related to and priorities for the IRWM region

e Combined goals and objectives for the IRWM region

e Strategies for meeting the identified goals and objectives

e Current efforts within the watersheds

e Ways to evaluate the IRWM plan and update it as necessary

1.2 History of Integrated Regional Water Management Planning in the North
and Central Orange County Watershed Management Areas

Central Orange County WMA. Phase 1 - The County of Orange led the first IRWM planning efforts
for the Central OC WMA with development of the Phase | Central Orange County Integrated
Regional and Coastal Watershed Management Plan (County of Orange, 2007). The Phase | Plan
reviewed each agency’s future plans and how they would work jointly across the watershed, with
a strong emphasis on the sensitive coastal resources, Areas of Special Biological Significance
(ASBS), and Critical Coastal Areas (CCAs) within the Central Orange County WMA. In January
2006, the City of Newport Beach was awarded a Proposition 40 planning grant by the State Water
Resources Control Board for preparation of an integrated regional coastal watershed
management plan to address issues related to ASBS and CCAs along the Newport Coast.

Phase 2 — In May 2006, the City of Newport Beach was awarded a Proposition 50 planning grant
by the California Department of Water Resources (DWR) for the preparation of the Phase 2
Central Orange County IRWM Plan. The Phase 2 IRWM Plan includes data collection, analysis,
formulation of policy and guidelines, and a list of 147 potential water related projects (City of
Newport Beach, 2009).
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Phase 3 - The County of Orange led the effort to complete the Phase 3 Central Orange County
IRWM Plan (September 2012). The Phase 3 Plan is a compilation and revision of Phases 1 and 2
Plans and was developed to meet Proposition 84 guidelines.

North Orange County WMA. The Westminster Reconnaissance Study, conducted by the United
States Army Corps of Engineers (USACE, 2001), covered most of the North Orange County WMA,
and identified the challenges facing the highly-urbanized region. Because of this study, the
USACE, Los Angeles County, and Orange County entered into an agreement to develop a
watershed management plan for the Lower San Gabriel River/Coyote Creek Watershed, which is
a watershed within the North Orange County WMA. From 2005 to 2007, the County of Orange
led development of the Coyote Creek Watershed Management Plan (CCWMP, 2007).
Development of the CCWMP encouraged interjurisdictional projects and planning to promote
open lines of communication, cooperation and collaboration among agencies for improved
management of shared resources. The CCWMP provided a framework for improving watershed
management practices in the Coyote Creek region.

The CCWMP became a foundational element of the North Orange County WMA IRWM Plan
(September 2011). Like the Central Orange County Phase 1 Plan, the North Orange County WMA
IRWM Plan bridged existing and developing watershed planning efforts, resulting in effective
collaboration and leveraging agency resources across jurisdictions. The North Orange County
WMA IRWM Plan articulated: 1) issues and priorities; 2) goals and objectives; 3) current
watershed efforts; 4) strategies for meeting stated goals and objectives; and 5) plan evaluation
and update methods.

North and Central OC IRWM Plan (The OC Plan). Planning for the development of The OC Plan
began in 2016. While each WMA is recognized by its unique elements and issues, it is also
recognized that these two WMAs share many water resource management opportunities and
challenges and have come together to ensure that IRWM planning is effective. Coordination of
stakeholders and project proponents in a cohesive area is essential to develop a process for
defining watershed goals and identifying projects that cross jurisdictional boundaries and agency
mandates to achieve these goals. Regional issues can often be addressed effectively in a more
collective, coordinated manner to further the goal of water resource sustainability throughout
California.

The OC Plan is designed to help local agencies and governments manage their water, wastewater,
and ecological resources. The OC Plan identifies potential projects intended to improve water
quality and supply. The Regional Water Management Group (RWMG), described in Section 1.3.2,
guides the development of project feasibility, long-range water planning, priorities among

March 2018




The OC Plan
for IRWM in North and Central Orange County Section 1
Regional Planning, Outreach,
Governance and Coordination

proposed projects of agencies, and seeks potential funding. The OC Plan does not commit
resources to implement any project nor does it constitute a commitment to carry out any of the
proposed projects. Determinations to proceed with individual projects and required
environmental review under the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) will be performed
by the individual project proponents prior to approval of funding. The collaborations formed
through implementation of The OC Plan extend beyond the pursuit of grant funds and will be a
transformative opportunity to establish relationships to achieve integrated and regional water
resource management.

In addition, the State of California has provided funding for IRWM planning through bond
measures, and numerous state funding programs now require a nexus for IRWM planning and
projects. Therefore, to be most competitive for funding, stakeholders within The OC Plan region
have combined to address regional watershed issues in a coordinated and integrated approach.
With a goal of implementing multi-beneficial projects and programs, the stakeholders expect to
achieve a suitable balance for addressing the Region’s challenges.

The OC Plan is a living document that will be updated periodically to reflect accomplishments as
well as changing water resource management issues.

1.3 IRWM Plan Development and Governance

The OC Plan is governed by the following: Regional Water Management Group (RWMG); Advisory
Committee (to the RWMG); Planning Group; Stakeholder Group; and Ad Hoc Working Groups as
shown in Figure 1-2.

The County of Orange serves as the administrator of The OC Plan. Plan implementation will be in
accordance with the priorities and schedule of the proposed projects, as periodically amended
by each project proponent. The County of Orange will provide routine updates to the Advisory
Committee, RWMG, and Stakeholder Group. The Advisory Committee will serve in a leadership
role to oversee policy issues related to The OC Plan, which shall meet at least twice annually to
monitor Plan implementation, including identification of any issues of concern. This approach
promotes partnership opportunities among cities, special districts, other stakeholders, and
funding agencies. This approach also facilitates ongoing and meaningful involvement of public
and private stakeholder and group participation and decision making, with one administering
agency for coordination and management.
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RWMG

County of Orange
Orange County Sanitation District
Orange County Water District

Agencies covering The OC Plan region with responsibilities for water resource management
Responsible for The OC Plan implementation

Advisory Committee

County of Orange
Orange County Sanitation District
Orange County Water District
Newport Bay Watershed Executive Committee

. Staff-level support for the RWMG
Members added by RWMG any time to support plan implementation

Stakeholder Group

All agencies, organizations, and individuals in The OC Plan region

Directs Plan development

Determines Plan’s goals, objectives and strategies

Creates project prioritization methodology to incorporate proposed projects into
the Plan

Planning Group $d I';'.“
Work group comprised of staff members or Ing

of agencies to serve the stakeholders G rou ps

Stakeholder volunteers who work

Group created by RWMG to support stakeholder together to achieve a particular
involvement in plan development and implementation task or work product on behalf of
the stakeholder group

Figure 1-2: The OC Plan Governance
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As the administering agency, the County of Orange will be accountable to the Advisory
Committee and the RWMG, along with funding agencies that require regional applications and
agreements. The existing North and Central WMAs Stakeholder Group will continue to be
updated on The OC Plan, and serves as the public voice during development and implementation.

The OC Plan merges the existing North OC IRWM Plan and the Central OC IRWM Plan as a refined
watershed planning effort for the combined region. Modifications to the overall regional
priorities have been incorporated into this North and Central OC IRWM Plan.

1.3.1 IRWM Plan Development

The stakeholders of the North and Central OC WMAs have worked over the years to develop and
integrate regional strategies that address environmental issues, raise community awareness, and
coordinate numerous and varied projects to accomplish the following:

e Optimize watershed and coastal resources
e Improve water quality throughout the Region Suppies
e Safeguard restore/increase habitat
e Protect communities from drought

e Enhance the reliability of the local water supply and

Ecosystems

system Integrated,
Y healthy and
e Ensure sufficient water supplies to meet demands . balanced
watersheds
Examples of successful coordinated efforts inthe RWM Region [ 0 snd Native
include:

e OCFCD and OCWD joint operation of flood control basins to
maximize groundwater recharge

e Construction of water quality treatment wetlands by Irvine Ranch
Water District (IRWD) and cities to improve water quality in San Diego Creek and the
Upper Newport Bay

¢ Nitrogen and Selenium Management Program, a cooperative effort of over 20 agencies,
cities, environmental groups, land managers, developers, and other stakeholders

e Groundwater Replenishment System, a water purification plant constructed and
operated by OCSD and OCWD that produces recycled water for groundwater recharge

The OC Plan builds on these efforts, incorporating the goals, objectives, and recommendations
of existing plans, research documents, and ongoing studies within the Region to establish its
mission: To improve water quality, increase water supply and reliability, integrate flood
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management, safeguard habitat, protect natural resources, and collaborate to ensure healthy
watersheds now and for generations.

Building on its mission, the articulation of clear goals and objectives facilitated a list of preferred
strategies in The OC Plan (Section 3) that are intended to guide the stakeholders to develop and
promote projects that are closely aligned with The OC Plan goals and objectives. In this way,
future projects will be more likely to benefit from the support of the stakeholders while avoiding
inefficiencies due to the dilution of community resources, confusion of purposes, or even
disputes and opposition to projects. To realize the vision and goals The OC Plan establishes a
prioritization methodology to investigate the feasibility of, and identify funding for, priority
projects. Individual projects are required to undergo the appropriate environmental review and
permitting process.

The OC Plan is an extension of valuable planning efforts such as those discussed in Section 1.6,
Section 2, and Appendix B.

1.3.1.1 IRWM Plan Development Process

The North and Central OC IRWM Advisory Committee, described in more detail in Section
1.3.3, initiated the process in early 2017 to update and combine the North and Central OC
WMA IRWM plans. The Advisory Committee recommended formation of a RWMG consisting
of the County of Orange, the Orange County Sanitation District and the Orange County Water
District. These three agencies cover the entire region and have statutory authority over water
supply or water management. The RWMG was charged with the responsibility to fund the
update of the plan and to oversee the process of stakeholder engagement. The Advisory
Committee also formed a Planning Group to oversee the day-to-day activities needed to
update the plan and conduct stakeholder meetings.

An initial stakeholder workshop was held on February 21, 2017 to apprise stakeholders of the
purpose of updating and combining the North and Central OC IRWM Plans, the preferred
process for development, and the schedule. In addition, the group reviewed the goals and
objectives and project ranking methodologies from the existing plans, considered current
conditions and evaluated new goals and objectives for the combined North and Central OC
IRWM Plan.

The Stakeholder Group formed an Ad Hoc Working Group to further review, discuss and
develop the goals, objectives and strategies to bring back to the Stakeholder Group. The Ad
Hoc Working Group’s seven participants represented five groups throughout the Region:
cities, wholesale water agency, groundwater management agency, the County of Orange, and
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a nonprofit agency. The Ad Hoc Working Group met nine times between March and June
2017. Six overarching goals, 14 objectives, and 49 strategies were confirmed for the North
and Central OC IRWM Region as detailed in Section 3.

A second Stakeholder Ad Hoc Working Group was formed to establish the Project Submission
and Selection process for The OC Plan. This Ad Hoc Working Group met on August 15 and 22,
2017.

Stakeholder meetings were held in 2017 on February 21, March 21, May 23, June 27, and
August 29 to provide updates on the IRWM Plan development and obtain stakeholder
approval on goals, objectives, and strategies, weighting/prioritization of strategies, project
prioritization for inclusion in The OC Plan.

1.3.1.2 IRWM Plan Adoption

The OC Plan was prepared to meet the Proposition 1 state guidelines and IRWM Plan
Standards. Each agency that has a project included in The OC Plan may approve a Resolution
of Adoption or Acceptance of The OC Plan. In addition, other agencies that are not members
of the IRWM Region but are cooperative agencies may support or adopt The OC Plan by
resolution or letter. As these agencies provide proof of plan adoption, acceptance or support
in the form of resolutions or letters, these documents will be appended to The OC Plan by
inclusion in Appendix A.

1.3.2 Regional Water Management Group

Per California Water Code, Section 10537, the regional water management group (RWMG)
consists of three or more local public agencies, at least two of which have statutory authority
over the water supply or water management, as well as those persons who may be necessary for
the development and implementation of an IRWM Plan that meets the requirements in Water
Code §10540 and §10541, and that participate by means of a written agreement that is approved
by the governing bodies of those local public agencies.

The OC Plan RWMG is represented by the following three agencies: Orange County Water District
(OCWD), Orange County Sanitation District (OCSD), the County of Orange (Orange County). The
RWMG provides oversight and leadership for The OC Plan. The RWMG is responsible for adoption
and implementation of The OC Plan.

Therefore, each of these three agencies adopted or accepted the IRWM Plan by resolution as

follows (refer to Appendix A): OCWD Board of Directors, OCSD Board of Directors, and Orange
County Board of Supervisors.
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To meet the Water Code requirement to “participate by means of a written agreement,” the
RWMG — OCWD, OCSD, and the County of Orange — entered into a Memorandum of
Understanding (MOU) (also included in Appendix A). The MOU provides a framework for
planning water management strategies for The OC Plan implementation and executing an
effective decision-making process. It establishes the responsibility to guide development,
adoption and execution of The OC Plan, including establishing priorities for water resource needs,
integrating water resource solutions across traditional bounds, and jointly advocating for policies
and funding that assist these goals. The RWMG will work in an open and transparent stakeholder-
driven process to implement the IRWM Plan and project selection.

1.3.3 Advisory Committee to the Regional Water Management Group

The Advisory Committee consists of members of the RWMG and representatives of the Newport
Bay Watershed Executive Committee. The Advisory Committee’s purpose is to provide leadership
and guidance to the RWMG on implementation of The OC Plan. The members of the Advisory
Committee may act to change the membership of the committee based on desire, need and
representation across the Region.

Newport Bay Watershed Executive Committee. The Newport Bay Watershed Executive
Committee plays a central role in development and updating of The OC Plan, and implementation
of relevant sections of the Plan in partnership with the other Advisory Committee members.

The Newport Bay Watershed Executive Committee provides a management framework for
cooperation on sediment management, water quality, and water resource, including the
following actions:

e Provide a forum to evaluate and assess progress toward implementing the Section 208
water quality plan prepared under the federal Clean Water Act, Section 208, Water
Quality Planning Program

e Formulate project implementation agreements for the elements of the Section 208 water
guality plan and evaluate the effectiveness of the various elements of the 208 plan

e Review opportunities and provide direction for pollutant trading or offset programs

e Review opportunities and provide direction for grant funding

e Provide oversight for the Central WMA and any updates of the IRWM Plan

e Formulate project implementation agreements for any cost-shared projects that address
water quality impairments, including sediment, nutrients, fecal indicator bacteria, and
toxicity.

The Upper Newport Bay Sediment Control Executive Committee was established under a
cooperative agreement in the early 1980s to assist the cities of Irvine, Newport Beach and Tustin;
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the County of Orange; California Department of Fish and Game (now California Department of
fish and Wildlife); and the Irvine Company in developing and implementing a comprehensive
program to manage sediment in the San Diego Creek Watershed and in Upper Newport Bay.

Numerous studies and projects were undertaken in Newport Bay in the late 1990s, which
resulted in water quality improvements in Newport Bay and its tributaries. Due to limited funding
and the desire to continue collaboration, the Upper Newport Bay Sediment Control Executive
Committee expanded its scope and was re-established as the Newport Bay Watershed Executive
Committee (Executive Committee)? with an expanded scope of impairment of Newport Bay
caused by nutrients, toxic pollutants, and pathogens, as well as related environmental
improvements.

In addition, the Executive Committee increased membership by including the Orange County
Flood Control District (OCFCD); the cities of Costa Mesa, Lake Forest and Santa Ana; IRWD: and
Santa Ana Regional Water Quality Control Board (Regional Water Board). These agencies were
added based on their interest in the water quality of Newport Bay along with having the
resources available to support the initiatives. The Executive Committee forges voluntary
solutions for documented problems and pursues research and enhancement opportunities.

Members of the Executive Committee are elected, appointed, or executive level managers, with
one member from each of the signatories to the agreement. It typically meets four times a year;
meetings are governed by the Brown Act. Staff support is provided by the OC Public Works/OC
Environmental Resources. The Executive Committee provides strategic direction for
environmental enhancement programs in the watershed, advocacy of these programs to the
elected/appointed boards of the member organizations, and a forum for discussion of watershed
environmental issues.

1.3.4 Planning Group

The OC Plan Planning Group (Planning Group) was formed to lead development of The OC Plan.
The Planning Group consists of staff members of the Advisory Committee whose function is to
provide day-to-day support for the development and implementation of The OC Plan and to
manage stakeholder involvement. The Planning Group began work to formalize an update to and
combination of the North and Central OCIRWM Plans in 2016 and kicked off stakeholder planning
efforts in early 2017. The Planning Group will conclude its work of development of The OC Plan
upon its adoption and will continue to support the RWMG management functions, including
periodic updates to The OC Plan.

2 https://cms.ocgov.com/gov/pw/watersheds/programs/ourws/wmaareas/wmacentraloc/nbexeccomm.asp
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1.3.5 Stakeholders Group

The OC Plan Stakeholders Group is open to all interested stakeholders in the Region. Stakeholders
have been working together to bring forward projects that have multiple benefits and reflect the
goals of the integrated regional plan. Through an open, collaborative, consensus-based approach,
the group seeks to provide leadership in the watershed by working to achieve common goals for
the long-term management of the watershed.

The RWMG will be responsible for ongoing outreach to and involvement of stakeholders,
including disadvantaged communities and tribal representatives, throughout the Region, for an
opportunity to participate in meetings and workshops. Outreach may include communication of
information by email, newsletters, fact sheets, and the County’s ocwatersheds.com website.
Native American Tribal representatives will be invited to participate at the level of input most
appropriate for their tribes in IRWM Plan implementation elements.

1.3.6 Ad Hoc Working Groups

Ad Hoc Working Groups were formed by the Stakeholder Group to perform specific tasks.
Participation in an Ad Hoc Working Group was open to all stakeholders dedicated to completing
specific work products assigned by the Stakeholder Group. During preparation of The OC Plan,
one Ad Hoc Working Group was formed to draft goals, objectives, and strategies for
consideration by the Stakeholder Group. The Stakeholder Group formed another Ad Hoc Working
Group to develop a proposed project prioritization process that was also reviewed and adopted
by the larger Stakeholder Group. The Stakeholder Group may form Ad Hoc Working Groups in
the future as the need arises.

1.3.7 Roles and Responsibilities for Regional Water Management

The Region members have various levels of responsibility for regional water management. The
following lists the agencies that have responsibilities within the IRWM Region, followed by an
overview of other organizations involved in The OC Plan implementation through various support
roles.

1.3.7.1 Jurisdictional Participants in the IRWM Region

Table 1-1 lists the jurisdictional members in the IRWM Region, which are referred to in
Section 2 and described in Appendix E.
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Table 1-1

Jurisdictional North and Central OC IRWM Region Members

State and Federal

Garden Grove

District

Agency

Cities Special Districts County Agencies .
Agencies

Divided Boundaries in North | Divided Boundaries in North County Frirs
and Central OC WMAs and Central OC WMAs
Costa Mesa Costa Mesa Sanitary District County of Orange California State Coastal
Orange East Orange County Water Orange County Flood Conservancy
Santa Ana District Control District California Department of
North OC WMA Irvine Ranch Water District Orange County Council of Fish and Wildlife
Anaheim Mesa Water District Governments California Department of
Brea Municipal Water District of Orange County Parks and Recreation
Buena Park Orange County Transportation Authority California Department of
Cypress Midway City Sanitary Orange County Department | Transportation
Fountain Valley District of Education State Water Resources
Fullerton Orange County Water Orange County Health Care | Control Board —Santa Ana

Region

Huntington Beach

Orange County Sanitation

Orange County Vector

Southern California Coastal

Newport Beach

Company — Cowan Heights

Tustin

Divided Boundaries
Central and South OC WMA

Divided Boundaries in
Central and South OC WMA

Laguna Hills

Laguna Woods

Lake Forest

El Toro Water District

La Habra District Control Water Research Project
La Palma North OC WMA Federal

Placentia Serrano Water District U.S. Fish and Wildlife

Seal Beach Yorba Linda Water District Service

Stanton Golden State Water U.S. Army Corps of

Villa Park Company — West Orange Engineers, Los Angeles
Westminster System District

Central OC WMA Central OC WMA U.S. Department of

Irvine Golden State Water Agriculture (USDA), Forest

Service, Cleveland National
Forest

USDA, Natural Resources
Conservation Service

U.S. National Park Service

1.3.7.2 Additional Organization Outreach and Participation in the IRWM

Region

In addition to the IRWM member jurisdictions, agencies and special districts described above,
additional organizations have been identified to participate in the Region’s IRWM activities.
These organizations are an important part of the IRWM framework. To date, some have
participated and provided valuable input on The OC Plan and projects, IRWM planning and
regional priorities. The organizations listed below represent those identified as important to

March 2018




The OC Plan
for IRWM in North and Central Orange County Section 1
Regional Planning, Outreach,
Governance and Coordination

the Region and/or have participated in the IRWM process, either in past planning, project
implementation and/or outreach efforts, or are currently actively engaged in IRWM
processes and activities.

Santa Ana Watershed Project Authority. The Santa Ana Watershed Project Authority
(SAWPA) was formed in 1968 as a planning agency and reformed in 1972 with a mission to
develop and maintain regional plans, programs, and projects that will protect the Santa Ana
River Basin water resources. The current configuration as a joint powers authority went into
effect in 1975. SAWPA’s member agencies include San Bernardino Valley Municipal Water
District, Inland Empire Utilities Agency, Western Municipal Water District, Eastern Municipal
Water District, and OCWD. OCWD actively participates in several SAWPA-led task forces and
work groups organized to address Santa Ana River water quality issues. In addition, SAWPA
applied for and was accepted by DWR as the official IRWM region in the Santa Ana Funding
Area, which includes North and Central Orange County. This is the only DWR-recognized
region in the Funding Area.

Earth 