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WORKSHOP MEETING OF THE 
BOARD OF DIRECTORS WITH MET DIRECTORS 

MUNICIPAL WATER DISTRICT OF ORANGE COUNTY 
18700 Ward Street, Board Room, Fountain Valley, California 

August 4, 2021, 8:30 a.m. 

Due to the spread of COVID-19 and as authorized by the Governor’s Executive Order, MWDOC 

will be holding this meeting BOTH in person at the District offices (masks are required for in-

person attendance), and also by Zoom Webinar and will be available by either computer or 

telephone audio as follows: 

Computer Audio: You can join the Zoom meeting by clicking on the following link: 

  https://zoom.us/j/8828665300 

 Telephone Audio: (669) 900 9128 fees may apply

(877) 853 5247 Toll-free

  Webinar ID: 882 866 5300#

AGENDA 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

ROLL CALL 

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION/COMMENTS 
At this time members of the public will be given an opportunity to address the Board concerning items within 
the subject matter jurisdiction of the Board.  Members of the public may also address the Board about a 
particular Agenda item at the time it is considered by the Board and before action is taken. 

The Board requests, but does not require, that members of the public who want to address the Board complete 
a voluntary “Request to be Heard” form available from the Board Secretary prior to the meeting. 

ITEMS RECEIVED TOO LATE TO BE AGENDIZED 
Determine need and take action to agendize item(s), which arose subsequent to the posting of the Agenda. 
(ROLL CALL VOTE: Adoption of this recommendation requires a two-thirds vote of the Board members 
present or, if less than two-thirds of the Board members are present a unanimous vote.) 

ITEMS DISTRIBUTED TO THE BOARD LESS THAN 72 HOURS PRIOR TO MEETING 
Pursuant to Government Code Section 54957.5, non-exempt public records that relate to open session agenda 
items and are distributed to a majority of the Board less than seventy-two (72) hours prior to the meeting will be 
available for public inspection in the lobby of the District’s business office located at 18700 Ward Street, 
Fountain Valley, California 92708, during regular business hours.  When practical, these public records will also 
be made available on the District’s Internet Web site, accessible at http://www.mwdoc.com. 

NEXT RESOLUTION NO. 2115 

PRESENTATION/DISCUSSION ITEMS 

1. LEGISLATIVE ACTIVITIES
a. Federal Legislative Report (NRR)
b. State Legislative Report (BBK)
c. MWDOC Legislative Matrix
d. Metropolitan Legislative Matrix
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Recommendation:  Review and discuss the information presented.  
 

2. INPUT OR QUESTIONS ON MET ISSUES FROM THE MEMBER AGENCIES/MET 

DIRECTOR REPORTS REGARDING MET COMMITTEE PARTICIPATION 
 

Recommendation:  Receive input and discuss the information presented. 
 

3. INTRODUCTION OF AND CONVERSATION WITH THE NEW MET GENERAL 

MANAGER ADEL HAGEKHALIL   
 
Recommendation: Review and discuss the information presented. 
 

INFORMATION ITEMS 
 

4. MET ITEMS CRITICAL TO ORANGE COUNTY (The following items are for 
informational purposes only – a write up on each item is included in the packet.  
Discussion is not necessary unless requested by a Director) 

 
a. MET’s Finance and Rate Issues    

b. MET’S Review of Equal Employment Opportunity Policies and Practices 

c. MET’s Integrated Resources Plan Update 

d. MET’s Water Supply Conditions    

e. Colorado River Issues 

f. Delta Conveyance Activities and State Water Project Issues 

 

Recommendation: Review and discuss the information presented. 

 

5. METROPOLITAN (MET) BOARD AND COMMITTEE AGENDA DISCUSSION ITEMS 

 
a. Summary regarding July MET Board Meeting 
b. Review items of significance for MET Board and Committee Agendas 

 
 Recommendation: Review and discuss the information presented. 
 

ADJOURNMENT 

 
Note: Accommodations for the Disabled.  Any person may make a request for a disability-related modification or 
accommodation needed for that person to be able to participate in the public meeting by telephoning Maribeth Goldsby, 
District Secretary, at (714) 963-3058, or writing to Municipal Water District of Orange County at P.O. Box 20895, Fountain 
Valley, CA 92728. Requests must specify the nature of the disability and the type of accommodation requested. A 
telephone number or other contact information should be included so that District staff may discuss appropriate 
arrangements. Persons requesting a disability-related accommodations should make the request with adequate time 
before the meeting for the District to provide the requested accommodations. 
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To: Board of Directors, Municipal Water District of Orange County 
From: Natural Resource Results 
RE: Monthly Board Report – August 2021 

Appropriations 
Last week, the House passed a “minibus” of seven of the twelve appropriations bills which will 
provide funding for the Bureau of Reclamation and the EPA. Highlights for both agencies can be 
found below: 

Bureau of Reclamation 

• $50 million to implement the Colorado River Drought Contingency Plan

• $67 million for the WIIN Act Storage Account

• $6 million for WIIN Act desalination projects

• $75 million for WaterSMART

• $33 million for CALFED

• $15.5 million for desalination and water purification research program

• $63.7 million for Title XVI

At the time of this report, the Bureau of Reclamation has not formally transmitted a WIIN Act 
funding request to Congress, which means it is still not clear how much funding the 
Administration is seeking for Doheny. 

EPA 

• $72 million for WIFIA

• $32 million for the priority actions in the PFAS Action Plan

• $4 million to study advanced aquifer recharge in conjunction with USGS

The report accompanying the bill also included the following language directed at EPA: “The 
Committee urges the Agency to act expeditiously in setting drinking water standards for PFAS 
and in designating PFAS as a hazardous substance under CERCLA. Substantial additional 
resources have been provided across accounts and program offices to support these efforts.” 

The Senate is behind the House in the appropriations process and has not released the text of 
any of its twelve appropriations bills and has not scheduled any mark ups. We expect them to 
do so soon. 

Item No. 1a
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WEROC EOC Funding 
We are pleased to report that both Senators Feinstein and Padilla included the WEROC EOC in 
their list of congressionally direct spending (earmark) requests that they submitted to the 
Senate Appropriations Committee. At this time, it is unclear whether the project will be 
included in the Homeland Security appropriations bill due to the fact that the Senate has not 
released the text of any of its appropriations bills yet. 

The WEROC EOC was not included in the Homeland Security bill on the House side. A 
congressionally directed spending request was not submitted as Congresswoman Porter 
remains opposed to congressionally directed spending and the project is located in her district. 
We are working diligently with both Senate offices to ensure this does not impact our chances 
of success. 

At this point, it is almost a given that Congress will have to pass a continuing resolution to avoid 
a government shutdown at the end of the fiscal year (September 30th). That means that it is 
unlikely that funding will be available for the WEROC EOC until late fall or early winter in the 
event the project in included in the appropriations bills. 

Infrastructure Negotiations 
The bipartisan group of Senators tasked with negotiation an infrastructure deal notched big 
victory last week by reaching agreement on an infrastructure bill. This was followed by a 
procedural vote on the Senate floor to move forward with the legislation. Final passage of the 
bill could occur next week, but the timing is fluid. Legislative text is not currently available but 
western water highlights can be found below. A broader summary of the package is attached to 
this memo.  

• $1.15 billion for water storage, groundwater storage, and conveyance
o $100 million carve out for small surface and groundwater storage

• $3.2 billion for BoR aging infrastructure
o $100 million for reserved or transferred works that have suffered critical failure
o $100 million for rehabilitation, reconstruction or replacement of a dam

• $1 billion for water recycling
o $550 million for projects authorized by Congress or have received competitive

grant funding through the WIIN Act
o $450 million for large scale water recycling projects

• $250 million for desalination

• $500 million for safety of dams

• $400 million for WaterSMART
o $100 million for nature-based projects

• $300 million to implement Colorado River Drought Contingency Plan
o $50 million for upper basin

• $100 million for cooperative watershed management projects

• $250 million for aquatic ecosystem restoration projects

• $100 million for multi-benefit projects to improve watershed health
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• $50 million for endangered species recovery and conservation programs in the Colorado
River Basin

It is important to note that this funding highlighted above is real money, meaning they are 
appropriated dollars and not funding authorizations.  

The infrastructure package will also include the text of S. 914, the Drinking Water and 
Wastewater Infrastructure Act of 2021. Over a five-year period, this bipartisan bill authorizes: 

• $14.7 billion for the Drinking Water State Revolving Funding

• $14.7 billion for the Clean Water State Revolving Fund

• $250 million for WIFIA

• $500 million for EPA’s lead reduction projects grant program

Water Conservation Rebate Tax Parity Act 
Last week, Senators Feinstein and Padilla, along with Congressman Huffman and 
Congresswoman Chu, introduced the Water Conservation Rebate Tax Parity Act. This is a 
MWDOC endorsed piece of legislation that would exclude water conservation and stormwater 
management rebates from the category of taxable income under Internal Revenue Code 
Section 136. 
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MWDOC 

Bill Matrix 

Prepared by Best Best &Krieger, July 29th, 2021 

A. Priority Support/Oppose

Measure Author Topic Status Location Brief Summary Position Priority Notes 1 

AB 339 Lee D Local 

government: 

open and 

public 

meetings. 

7/14/2021-

From 

committee: 

Do pass 

and 

re-refer to 

Com. on 

APPR. 

(Ayes 9. 

Noes 0.) 

(July 13). 

Re-referre

d to Com. 

on APPR. 

7/14/2021-

S. APPR.

The Ralph M. Brown Act requires, with 

specified exceptions, that all meetings of 

a legislative body of a local agency, as 

those terms are defined, be open and 

public and that all persons be permitted 

to attend and participate. Under existing 

law, a member of the legislative body 

who attends a meeting where action is 

taken in violation of this provision, with 

the intent to deprive the public of 

information that the member knows the 

public is entitled to, is guilty of a crime. 

This bill would require local agencies to 

conduct meetings subject to the act 

consistent with applicable state and 

federal civil rights laws, as specified.  

Support A. 

Priority 

Support/

Oppose 

Support 

position 

adopted 

April 

7th. 

AB 361 Rivas, 

Robert 

D 

Open 

meetings: 

local 

agencies: 

teleconference

s. 

7/15/2021-

Read 

second 

time. 

Ordered to 

third 

reading. 

7/15/2021-

S. THIRD

READING

xisting law, the Ralph M. Brown Act 

requires, with specified exceptions, that 

all meetings of a legislative body of a 

local agency, as those terms are defined, 

be open and public and that all persons 

be permitted to attend and participate. 

This bill, until January 1, 2024, would 

authorize a local agency to use 

teleconferencing without complying 

with the teleconferencing requirements 

imposed by the Ralph M. Brown Act 

when a legislative body of a local 

agency holds a meeting during a 

declared state of emergency, as that term 

is defined, when state or local health 

officials have imposed or recommended 

measures to promote social distancing 

during a proclaimed state of emergency 

held for the purpose of determining, by 

majority vote, whether meeting in 

person would present imminent risks to 

the health or safety of attendees, and 

during a proclaimed state of emergency 

when the legislative body has 

determined that meeting in person would 

present imminent risks to the health or 

safety of attendees, as provided. 

Support A. 

Priority 

Support/

Oppose 

Support 

adopted 

on 

March 

3rd 

AB 377 Rivas, 

Robert 

D 

Water quality: 

impaired 

waters. 

5/25/2021-

Failed 

Deadline 

pursuant to 

Rule 

61(a)(5). 

(Last 

location 

5/25/2021-

A. 2

YEAR

Would require, by January 1, 2023, the 

State Water Resources Control Board 

and regional boards to prioritize 

enforcement of all water quality 

standard violations that are causing or 

contributing to an exceedance of a water 

quality standard in a surface water of the 

state. The bill would require the state 

Opposition A. 

Priority 

Support/

Oppose 

Oppose 

position 

adopted 

April 

7th. 

Item No. 1c
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was 

APPR. 

SUSPENS

E FILE on 

5/19/2021)

(May be 

acted upon 

Jan 2022) 

board and regional boards, by January 1, 

2025, to evaluate impaired state surface 

waters and report to the Legislature a 

plan to bring all water segments into 

attainment by January 1, 2050. The bill 

would require the state board and 

regional boards to update the report with 

a progress summary to the Legislature 

every 5 years. The bill would create the 

Waterway Recovery Account in the 

Waste Discharge Permit Fund and 

would make moneys in the Waterway 

Recovery Account available for the state 

board to expend, upon appropriation by 

the Legislature, to bring impaired water 

segments into attainment in accordance 

with the plan. 

AB 442 Mayes I Surface 

Mining and 

Reclamation 

Act of 1975: 

exemption: 

Metropolitan 

Water District 

of Southern 

California: 

master 

reclamation 

plan. 

7/12/2021-

Read 

second 

time and 

amended. 

Re-referre

d to Com. 

on APPR. 

7/8/2021-S

. APPR. 

The Surface Mining and Reclamation 

Act of 1975 prohibits a person, with 

exceptions, from conducting surface 

mining operations unless, among other 

things, a permit is obtained from, a 

specified reclamation plan is submitted 

to and approved by, and financial 

assurances for reclamation have been 

approved by the lead agency for the 

operation of the surface mining 

operation. The act exempts certain 

activities from the provisions of the act, 

including, among others, emergency 

excavations or grading conducted by the 

Department of Water Resources or the 

Central Valley Flood Protection Board 

for the specified purposes; surface 

mining operations conducted on lands 

owned or leased, or upon which 

easements or rights-of-way have been 

obtained, by the Department of Water 

Resources for the purpose of the State 

Water Resources Development System 

or flood control; and surface mining 

operations on lands owned or leased, or 

upon which easements or rights-of-way 

have been obtained, by the Central 

Valley Flood Protection Board for the 

purpose of flood control. This bill would 

additionally exempt from the provisions 

of the act emergency excavations or 

grading conducted by the Metropolitan 

Water District of Southern California 

(MWD) for its own operations and 

infrastructure for specified purposes. 

Support A. 

Priority 

Support/

Oppose 

Support 

adopted 

on 

March 

3rd. 

AB 703 Rubio, 

Blanca D 

Open 

meetings: 

local 

agencies: 

teleconference

s. 

5/7/2021-F

ailed 

Deadline 

pursuant to 

Rule 

61(a)(3). 

(Last 

location 

was L. 

GOV. on 

2/25/2021)

(May be 

5/7/2021-

A. 2

YEAR

Current law, by Executive Order 

N-29-20, suspends the Ralph M. Brown

Act’s requirements for teleconferencing

during the COVID-19 pandemic,

provided that notice requirements are

met, the ability of the public to observe

and comment is preserved, as specified,

and that a local agency permitting

teleconferencing have a procedure for

receiving and swiftly resolving requests

for reasonable accommodation for

individuals with disabilities, as

Support A. 

Priority 

Support/

Oppose 

Support 

adopted 

on 

March 

3rd. 
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acted upon 

Jan 2021) 

specified. This bill would remove the 

notice requirements particular to 

teleconferencing and would revise the 

requirements of the act to allow for 

teleconferencing subject to existing 

provisions regarding the posting of 

notice of an agenda, provided that the 

public is allowed to observe the meeting 

and address the legislative body directly 

both in person and remotely via a call-in 

option or internet-based service option, 

and that a quorum of members 

participate in person from a singular 

physical location clearly identified on 

the agenda that is open to the public and 

situated within the jurisdiction.  

AB 1195 Garcia, 

Cristina 

D 

Drinking 

water. 

7/14/2021-

Failed 

Deadline 

pursuant to 

Rule 

61(a)(11). 

(Last 

location 

was N.R. 

& W. on 

6/9/2021)(

May be 

acted upon 

Jan 2022) 

7/14/2021-

S. 2

YEAR

Current law establishes the Safe and 

Affordable Drinking Water Fund in the 

State Treasury to help water systems 

provide an adequate and affordable 

supply of safe drinking water in both the 

near and long terms. Current law 

authorizes the state board to provide for 

the deposit into the fund of certain 

moneys and continuously appropriates 

the moneys in the fund to the state board 

for grants, loans, contracts, or services to 

assist eligible recipients. This bill would 

prohibit a public water system from 

transferring or abandoning a water right 

held by the public water system except 

upon approval of the state board, as 

prescribed.  

Oppose 

unless 

amended 

A. 

Priority 

Support/

Oppose 

Position 

adopted 

May 

5th. 

AB 1434 Friedman

 D 

Urban water 

use 

objectives: 

indoor 

residential 

water use. 

5/25/2021-

Failed 

Deadline 

pursuant to 

Rule 

61(a)(5). 

(Last 

location 

was 

APPR. on 

4/27/2021)

(May be 

acted upon 

Jan 2022) 

5/25/2021-

A. 2

YEAR

Would establish, beginning January 1, 

2023, until January 1, 2025, the standard 

for indoor residential water use as 48 

gallons per capita daily. The bill would 

establish, beginning January 1, 2025, the 

standard as 44 gallons per capita daily 

and, beginning January 1, 2030, 40 

gallons per capita daily. 

Opposition A. 

Priority 

Support/

Oppose 

Opposed 

position 

adopted 

April 

7th. 

AB 1500 Garcia, 

Eduardo 

D 

Safe Drinking 

Water, 

Wildfire 

Prevention, 

Drought 

Preparation, 

Flood 

Protection, 

Extreme Heat 

Mitigation, 

and 

Workforce 

Development 

Bond Act of 

2022. 

5/20/2021-

Joint Rule 

62(a), file 

notice 

suspended. 

From 

committee: 

Do pass 

and 

re-refer to 

Com. on 

RLS. 

(Ayes 12. 

Noes 3.) 

(May 20). 

Re-referre

5/20/2021-

A. RLS.

Would enact the Safe Drinking Water, 

Wildfire Prevention, Drought 

Preparation, Flood Protection, Extreme 

Heat Mitigation, and Workforce 

Development Bond Act of 2022, which, 

if approved by the voters, would 

authorize the issuance of bonds in the 

amount of $7,080,000,000 pursuant to 

the State General Obligation Bond Law 

to finance projects for safe drinking 

water, wildfire prevention, drought 

preparation, flood protection, extreme 

heat mitigation, and workforce 

development programs. 

Out for 

Analysis 

A. 

Priority 

Support/

Oppose 

Bond 

intended 

for Nov. 

'22 

ballot. 

Will 

remain 

"out for 

analysis" 

for the 

near 

future. 
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d to Com. 

on RLS. 

SB 45 Portantin

o D

Wildfire 

Prevention, 

Safe Drinking 

Water, 

Drought 

Preparation, 

and Flood 

Protection 

Bond Act of 

2022. 

6/1/2021-

Ordered to 

inactive 

file on 

request of 

Senator 

Portantino. 

6/1/2021-S

. INACTI

VE FILE 

Would enact the Wildfire Prevention, 

Safe Drinking Water, Drought 

Preparation, and Flood Protection Bond 

Act of 2022, which, if approved by the 

voters, would authorize the issuance of 

bonds in the amount of $5,595,000,000 

pursuant to the State General Obligation 

Bond Law to finance projects for a 

wildfire prevention, safe drinking water, 

drought preparation, and flood 

protection program. 

Out for 

Analysis 

A. 

Priority 

Support/

Oppose 

Bond 

intended 

for the 

Nov. '22 

ballot. 

SB 222 Dodd D Water Rate 

Assistance 

Program. 

7/15/2021-

From 

committee 

with 

author's 

amendmen

ts. Read 

second 

time and 

amended. 

Re-referre

d to Com. 

on APPR. 

6/30/2021-

A. APPR.

Would establish the Water Rate 

Assistance Fund in the State Treasury to 

help provide water affordability 

assistance, for both drinking water and 

wastewater services, to low-income 

ratepayers and ratepayers experiencing 

economic hardship in California. The 

bill would require the Department of 

Community Services and Development 

to develop and administer the Water 

Rate Assistance Program established by 

the bill.  

Watch A. 

Priority 

Support/

Oppose 

Position 

adopted 

2/3/2021

SB 223 Dodd D Discontinuati

on of 

residential 

water service. 

5/25/2021-

Failed 

Deadline 

pursuant to 

Rule 

61(a)(5). 

(Last 

location 

was 

APPR. 

SUSPENS

E FILE on 

5/17/2021)

(May be 

acted upon 

Jan 2022) 

5/25/2021-

S. 2

YEAR

Current law requires an urban and 

community water system to have a 

written policy on discontinuation of 

residential service for nonpayment, 

including, among other things, specified 

options for addressing the nonpayment. 

Current law requires an urban and 

community water system to provide 

notice of that policy to customers, as 

provided. This bill would apply those 

provisions, on and after July 1, 2022, to 

a very small community water system, 

defined as a public water system that 

supplies water to 200 or fewer service 

connections used by year long residents. 

Opposition A. 

Priority 

Support/

Oppose 

Oppose 

position 

taken on 

2/3/2021

SB 230 Portantin

o D

State Water 

Resources 

Control 

Board: 

Constituents 

of Emerging 

Concern 

Program. 

5/25/2021-

Failed 

Deadline 

pursuant to 

Rule 

61(a)(5). 

(Last 

location 

was 

APPR. on 

3/15/2021)

(May be 

acted upon 

Jan 2022) 

5/25/2021-

S. 2

YEAR

Would require the State Water 

Resources Control Board to establish, 

maintain, and direct an ongoing, 

dedicated program called the 

Constituents of Emerging Concern 

Program to assess the state of 

information and recommend areas for 

further study on, among other things, the 

occurrence of constituents of emerging 

concern (CEC) in drinking water sources 

and treated drinking water. The bill 

would require the state board to 

convene, by an unspecified date, the 

Science Advisory Panel to review and 

provide recommendations to the state 

board on CEC for further action, among 

other duties. The bill would require the 

state board to provide an annual report 

to the Legislature on the ongoing work 

conducted by the panel. 

Support A. 

Priority 

Support/

Oppose 

Support 

position 

adopted 

April 

7th. 

Page 67 of 230

https://ctweb.capitoltrack.com/public/publishbillinfo.aspx?bi=%2bhAasqKPKv8okTmcZ0BKdzSmZIu0cneCA14QeUN%2bQ0OIHrCHQwBK%2bj8%2bvEw6lU1H
http://sd25.senate.ca.gov/
http://sd25.senate.ca.gov/
https://ctweb.capitoltrack.com/public/publishbillinfo.aspx?bi=1hNDkuAImgnQsRetP6JxAjnN3IUNYogSApWriKdZeI980VYi843iH3Lyc42FSUnS
http://sd03.senate.ca.gov/
https://ctweb.capitoltrack.com/public/publishbillinfo.aspx?bi=fcl7PhXodvg5ssV9TA5lwV96GPAo%2bsq%2bT3BRiu%2f3g20IiOKsEx%2fOkMwjCKsNnagO
http://sd03.senate.ca.gov/
https://ctweb.capitoltrack.com/public/publishbillinfo.aspx?bi=HGfXTwapgV3sH4UdgumeTNdXmnkY3VG%2fRdyIR%2bZPk85Sh03wUE6fzltBam6IT9%2fV
http://sd25.senate.ca.gov/
http://sd25.senate.ca.gov/


SB 323 Caballer

o D

Local 

government: 

water or 

sewer service: 

legal actions. 

7/7/2021-F

rom 

committee 

with 

author's 

amendmen

ts. Read 

second 

time and 

amended. 

Re-referre

d to Com. 

on APPR. 

6/24/2021-

A. APPR.

Current law prohibits a local agency 

from imposing fees for specified 

purposes, including fees for water or 

sewer connections, as defined, that 

exceed the estimated reasonable cost of 

providing the service for which the fee is 

charged, unless voter approval is 

obtained. Existing law provides that a 

local agency levying a new water or 

sewer connection fee or increasing a fee 

must do so by ordinance or resolution. 

Current law requires, for specified fees, 

including water or sewer connection 

fees, any judicial action or proceeding to 

attack, review, set aside, void, or annul 

an ordinance, resolution, or motion 

adopting a new fee or service charge or 

modifying an existing fee or service 

charge to be commenced within 120 

days of the effective date of the 

ordinance, resolution, or motion 

according to specified procedures for 

validation proceedings. This bill would 

require any judicial action or proceeding 

to attack, review, set aside, void, 

validate, or annul an ordinance, 

resolution, or motion adopting, 

modifying, or amending water or sewer 

service fees or charges adopted after 

January 1, 2022, to be commenced 

within 120 days of the date of final 

passage, adoption, or approval of the 

ordinance, resolution, or motion, except 

as provided.  

Support A. 

Priority 

Support/

Oppose 

Support 

adopted 

on 

March 

3rd. 

SB 351 Caballer

o D

Water 

Innovation 

Act of 2021. 

5/25/2021-

Failed 

Deadline 

pursuant to 

Rule 

61(a)(5). 

(Last 

location 

was 

APPR. 

SUSPENS

E FILE on 

5/10/2021)

(May be 

acted upon 

Jan 2022) 

5/25/2021-

S. 2

YEAR

Current law establishes the State Water 

Resources Control Board for the 

purposes of providing for the orderly 

and efficient administration of the water 

resources of the state. This bill, the 

Water Innovation Act of 2021, would 

create the Office of Water Innovation at 

the California Water Commission for the 

furtherance of new technologies and 

other innovative approaches in the water 

sector. The bill would require the office, 

by December 31, 2023, to take specified 

measures to advance innovation in the 

water sector. The bill would make 

findings and declarations regarding the 

need for water innovation.  

Support A. 

Priority 

Support/

Oppose 

Support 

adopted 

on 

March 

3rd. 

SB 559 Hurtado 

D 

Department of 

Water 

Resources: 

water 

conveyance 

systems: 

Canal 

Conveyance 

Capacity 

Restoration 

Fund. 

7/1/2021-

Coauthors 

revised. 

From 

committee: 

Do pass 

and 

re-refer to 

Com. on 

APPR. 

(Ayes 11. 

Noes 0.) 

(July 1). 

Re-referre

7/1/2021-

A. APPR.

Would establish the Canal Conveyance 

Capacity Restoration Fund in the State 

Treasury to be administered by the 

Department of Water Resources. The 

bill would require all moneys deposited 

in the fund to be expended, upon 

appropriation by the Legislature, in 

support of subsidence repair costs, 

including environmental planning, 

permitting, design, and construction and 

necessary road and bridge upgrades 

required to accommodate capacity 

improvements. The bill would require 

the department to expend from the fund, 

Support A. 

Priority 

Support/

Oppose 

Position 

adopted 

May 

5th. 
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d to Com. 

on APPR. 

upon appropriation by the Legislature, 

specified monetary amounts to restore 

the capacity of 4 specified water 

conveyance systems, as prescribed, with 

2 of those 4 expenditures being in the 

form of a grant to the Friant Water 

Authority and to the San Luis and 

Delta-Mendota Water Authority. The 

bill would make operation of these 

provisions contingent on specified 

conditions being met. The bill would 

make these provisions inoperative on 

July 1, 2030, and would repeal the 

provisions as of January 1, 2031. 

B. Watch

Measure Author Topic Status Location Brief Summary Position Priority Notes 1 

AB 11 Ward D Climate 

change: 

regional 

climate 

change 

authorities. 

4/30/2021-

Failed 

Deadline 

pursuant to 

Rule 

61(a)(2). 

(Last 

location 

was NAT. 

RES. on 

1/11/2021)

(May be 

acted upon 

Jan 2022) 

4/30/2021-

A. 2

YEAR

Would require the Strategic Growth 

Council, by January 1, 2023, to establish 

up to 12 regional climate change 

authorities to coordinate climate 

adaptation and mitigation activities in 

their regions, and coordinate with other 

regional climate adaptation autorities, 

state agencies, and other relevant 

stakeholders. 

Watch B. 

Watch 

AB 50 Boerner 

Horvath 

D 

Climate 

change: 

Climate 

Adaptation 

Center and 

Regional 

Support 

Network: sea 

level rise. 

4/30/2021-

Failed 

Deadline 

pursuant to 

Rule 

61(a)(2). 

(Last 

location 

was NAT. 

RES. on 

1/11/2021)

(May be 

acted upon 

Jan 2022) 

4/30/2021-

A. 2

YEAR

Current law requires the Natural 

Resources Agency, in collaboration with 

the Ocean Protection Council, to create, 

and update biannually, a Planning for 

Sea Level Rise Database describing 

steps being taken throughout the state to 

prepare for, and adapt to, sea level 

rise.This bill would establish the Climate 

Adaptation Center and Regional Support 

Network in the Ocean Protection 

Council to provide local governments 

facing sea level rise challenges with 

information and scientific expertise 

necessary to proceed with sea level rise 

mitigation.  

Watch B. 

Watch 

AB 51 Quirk D Climate 

change: 

adaptation: 

regional 

climate 

adaptation 

planning 

groups: 

regional 

climate 

adaptation 

plans. 

4/30/2021-

Failed 

Deadline 

pursuant to 

Rule 

61(a)(2). 

(Last 

location 

was NAT. 

RES. on 

1/11/2021)

(May be 

acted upon 

Jan 2022) 

4/30/2021-

A. 2

YEAR

Would require the Strategic Growth 

Council, by July 1, 2022, to establish 

guidelines for the formation of regional 

climate adaptation planning groups. The 

bill would require the council, by July 1, 

2023, and in consultation with certain 

state entities, to develop criteria for the 

development of regional climate 

adaptation plans. 

Watch B. 

Watch 

AB 59 Gabriel Mitigation 4/30/2021- 4/30/2021- Current law authorizes any party to Watch B.

Page 69 of 230

https://ctweb.capitoltrack.com/public/publishbillinfo.aspx?bi=Frj2foHYKrALzyQv2cHfAe7gVrxJ%2fWEGDTHJMamL6%2bFUbBSyu2iF0GYP2SNLbZaR
https://a78.asmdc.org/
https://ctweb.capitoltrack.com/public/publishbillinfo.aspx?bi=hNUPqmkxG3nV%2buZd6gN%2flLF%2fsEWTBesDPynI2nrF1fY3%2bwY5jsXVwno3ski0zjf6
https://a76.asmdc.org/
https://a76.asmdc.org/
https://ctweb.capitoltrack.com/public/publishbillinfo.aspx?bi=5kbQz%2bgnuhXq7mKwtyxqyUwMIQjqSWEmK2dFkMQxr8mlU%2bUco7NFc44JXVDqfNrA
https://a20.asmdc.org/
https://ctweb.capitoltrack.com/public/publishbillinfo.aspx?bi=FnjT12vf3fGHQmq20Bt48IqyBbArEEAMZxYJhM%2bPZDF174JMkHBDhBGt56%2fmigeZ
https://a45.asmdc.org/


D Fee Act: fees: 

notice and 

timelines. 

Failed 

Deadline 

pursuant to 

Rule 

61(a)(2). 

(Last 

location 

was L. 

GOV. on 

1/11/2021)

(May be 

acted upon 

Jan 2022) 

A. 2

YEAR

protest the imposition of a fee, 

dedication, reservation, or other 

exactions imposed on a development 

project within 90 or 120 days of the 

imposition of the fee, as applicable, and 

specifies procedures for those protests 

and actions. The Mitigation Fee Act 

imposes the same requirements on a 

local agency for a new or increased fee 

for public facilities. Current law, for 

specified fees, requires any judicial 

action or proceeding to attack, review, 

set aside, void, or annul an ordinance, 

resolution, or motion adopting a new fee 

or service charge or modifying an 

existing fee or service charge to be 

commenced within 120 days of the 

effective date of the ordinance, 

resolution, or motion. Current law also 

provides that, if an ordinance, resolution, 

or motion provides for an automatic 

adjustment in a fee or service charge and 

the adjustment results in an increase in 

the fee or service charge, that any action 

to attack, review, set aside, void, or 

annul the increase to be commenced 

within 120 days of the increase. This bill 

would increase, for fees and service 

charges and for fees for specified public 

facilities, the time for mailing the notice 

of the time and place of the meeting to at 

least 45 days before the meeting.  

Watch 

AB 100 Holden 

D 

Drinking 

water: 

endpoint 

devices: lead 

content. 

7/7/2021-F

rom 

committee: 

Do pass 

and 

re-refer to 

Com. on 

APPR 

with 

recommen

dation: To 

Consent 

Calendar. 

(Ayes 7. 

Noes 0.) 

(July 7). 

Re-referre

d to Com. 

on APPR. 

7/7/2021-S

. APPR. 

The California Safe Drinking Water Act 

requires the State Water Resources 

Control Board to administer provisions 

relating to the regulation of drinking 

water to protect public health. Current 

law prohibits, with certain exceptions, 

the use of any pipe, pipe or plumbing 

fitting or fixture, solder, or flux that is 

not lead free in the installation or repair 

of any public water system or any 

plumbing in a facility providing water 

for human consumption. Current law 

defines “lead free” for purposes of 

conveying or dispensing water for 

human consumption to mean not more 

than 0.2% lead when used with respect 

to solder and flux and not more than a 

weighted average of 0.25% lead when 

used with respect to the wetted surfaces 

of pipes and pipe fittings, plumbing 

fittings, and fixtures.This bill would, 

commencing January 1, 2023, prohibit a 

person from manufacturing, and offering 

for sale in the state, an endpoint device, 

as defined, that does not meet a certain 

lead leaching standard. The bill would, 

commencing July 1, 2023, prohibit a 

person from introducing into commerce 

or offering for sale in the state an 

endpoint device that does not meet that 

lead leaching standard. 

Watch B. 

Watch 

SB 1 Atkins D Coastal 7/14/2021- 7/14/2021- Thee California Coastal Act of 1976 Watch B.Page 70 of 230

https://ctweb.capitoltrack.com/public/publishbillinfo.aspx?bi=iH30W%2f245287xDkrEuWNnIdYIKikAom9lOBxfetr2R6CqnTBUZmYNRzd1k4KZrhW
https://a41.asmdc.org/
https://ctweb.capitoltrack.com/public/publishbillinfo.aspx?bi=c7dYFZpl6qnmjURtbNL2FKbrWzRH9I%2b8Tu5Uopk2YEw5P4i5rlPCgQW3e4VODbnl
http://sd39.senate.ca.gov/


resources: sea 

level rise. 

July 14 set 

for first 

hearing. 

Placed on 

suspense 

file. 

A. APPR.

SUSPENS

E FILE

establishes the California Coastal 

Commission and provides for planning 

and regulation of development in the 

coastal zone, as defined. The act requires 

the commission, within 90 days after 

January 1, 1977, to adopt, after public 

hearing, procedures for the preparation, 

submission, approval, appeal, 

certification, and amendment of a local 

coastal program, including a common 

methodology for the preparation of, and 

the determination of the scope of, the 

local coastal programs, as provided. This 

bill would also include, as part of the 

procedures the commission is required 

to adopt, recommendations and 

guidelines for the identification, 

assessment, minimization, and 

mitigation of sea level rise within each 

local coastal program, as provided. The 

bill would delete the timeframe specified 

above by which the commission is 

required to adopt these procedures.  

Watch 

SB 273 Hertzber

g D 

Water quality: 

municipal 

wastewater 

agencies. 

7/8/2021-

Read 

second 

time. 

Ordered to 

third 

reading. 

7/8/2021-

A. THIRD

READING

Would authorize a municipal wastewater 

agency, as defined, to enter into 

agreements with entities responsible for 

stormwater management for the purpose 

of managing stormwater and dry 

weather runoff, as defined, to acquire, 

construct, expand, operate, maintain, and 

provide facilities for specified purposes 

relating to managing stormwater and dry 

weather runoff, and to levy taxes, fees, 

and charges consistent with the 

municipal wastewater agency’s existing 

authority in order to fund projects 

undertaken pursuant to the bill. The bill 

would require the exercise of any new 

authority granted under the bill to 

comply with the 

Cortese-Knox-Hertzberg Local 

Government Reorganization Act of 

2000. The bill would require a municipal 

wastewater agency that enters into or 

amends one of these agreements after 

January 1, 2022, to file a copy of the 

agreement or amendment with the local 

agency formation commission in each 

county where any part of the municipal 

wastewater agency’s territory is located, 

but would exempt those agreements and 

amendments from local agency 

formation commission approval except 

as required by the 

Cortese-Knox-Hertzberg Local 

Government Reorganization Act of 

2000.  

Watch B. 

Watch 

SB 274 Wieckow

ski D 

Local 

government 

meetings: 

agenda and 

documents. 

7/8/2021-

Read 

second 

time. 

Ordered to 

third 

reading. 

7/8/2021-

A. THIRD

READING

The Ralph M. Brown Act requires 

meetings of the legislative body of a 

local agency to be open and public and 

also requires regular and special 

meetings of the legislative body to be 

held within the boundaries of the 

territory over which the local agency 

Watch B. 

Watch 
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exercises jurisdiction, with specified 

exceptions. Current law authorizes a 

person to request that a copy of an 

agenda, or a copy of all the documents 

constituting the agenda packet, of any 

meeting of a legislative body be mailed 

to that person. This bill would require a 

local agency with an internet website, or 

its designee, to email a copy of, or 

website link to, the agenda or a copy of 

all the documents constituting the 

agenda packet if the person requests that 

the items be delivered by email. If a 

local agency determines it to be 

technologically infeasible to send a copy 

of the documents or a link to a website 

that contains the documents by email or 

by other electronic means, the bill would 

require the legislative body or its 

designee to send by mail a copy of the 

agenda or a website link to the agenda 

and to mail a copy of all other 

documents constituting the agenda 

packet, as specified.  

SB 403 Gonzalez

 D 

Drinking 

water: 

consolidation. 

7/14/2021-

July 14 set 

for first 

hearing. 

Placed on 

suspense 

file. 

7/14/2021-

A. APPR.

SUSPENS

E FILE

The California Safe Drinking Water Act 

authorizes the State Water Resources 

Control Board to order consolidation 

with a receiving water system where a 

public water system or a state small 

water system, serving a disadvantaged 

community, consistently fails to provide 

an adequate supply of safe drinking 

water or where a disadvantaged 

community is substantially reliant on 

domestic wells that consistently fail to 

provide an adequate supply of safe 

drinking water. This bill would revise 

those consolidation provisions, 

including, among other revisions, 

authorizing the state board to also order 

consolidation where a water system 

serving a disadvantaged community is 

an at-risk water system, as defined, or 

where a disadvantaged community is 

substantially reliant on at-risk domestic 

wells, as defined.  

Watch B. 

Watch 

SB 480 Stern D Metropolitan 

Water District 

of Southern 

California: 

rules: 

inappropriate 

conduct. 

7/15/2021-

From 

consent 

calendar 

on motion 

of 

Assembly 

Member 

Arambula. 

Ordered to 

third 

reading. 

7/15/2021-

A. THIRD

READING

The Metropolitan Water District Act 

provides for the creation of metropolitan 

water districts and specifies the powers 

and purposes of a district. The act 

requires the Metropolitan Water District 

of Southern California to establish and 

operate an Office of Ethics and adopt 

rules relating to internal disclosure, 

lobbying, conflicts of interest, contracts, 

campaign contributions, and ethics for 

application to its board members, 

officers, and employees. This bill would 

require the Metropolitan Water District 

of Southern California to adopt rules 

relating to inappropriate conduct, as 

defined, by board members, officers, and 

employees. 

Watch B. 

Watch 

Page 72 of 230

https://ctweb.capitoltrack.com/public/publishbillinfo.aspx?bi=GFdaC7k8i52CUbAjS%2foScisz2vXxwS6gk9W4QTwRrNfBWVor4Zh2%2bpfWUQFZ66Ug
https://sd33.senate.ca.gov/
https://sd33.senate.ca.gov/
https://ctweb.capitoltrack.com/public/publishbillinfo.aspx?bi=c2yAeMOPqcEbFzgX94HZIqxqZbpkLM%2fC9%2bYW%2bw5Ai4PrJd4X45RXc8kw9683P0ao
http://sd27.senate.ca.gov/


SB 526 Min D Community 

water 

systems: lead 

user service 

lines. 

4/30/2021-

Failed 

Deadline 

pursuant to 

Rule 

61(a)(2). 

(Last 

location 

was E.Q. 

on 

2/25/2021)

(May be 

acted upon 

Jan 2022) 

4/30/2021-

S. 2

YEAR

Current law requires, by July 1, 2020, a 

community water system with known 

lead user service lines in use in its 

distribution system to provide a timeline 

for replacement of those lines to the 

State Water Resources Control Board. 

Current law requires the state board to 

review and approve an established 

timeline, and requires, if the state board 

fails to act within 30 days of the 

submission of the timeline, the timeline 

to be deemed approved. Current law 

authorizes the state board to enforce 

these requirements, as specified, and a 

violation is considered a violation of the 

California Safe Drinking Water Act, 

subjecting the violator to specified civil 

and criminal penalties. This bill would, 

until January 1, 2025, require a 

community water system to remove or 

replace the full lead user service line, if 

the community water system disturbs, 

removes, or replaces a portion thereof. 

The bill would apply the 

above-described enforcement provisions 

to a violation of the requirements of the 

bill, thereby creating a state-mandated 

local program by expanding the scope of 

crimes under the California Safe 

Drinking Water Act.  

Watch B. 

Watch 

SB 552 Hertzber

g D 

Drought 

planning: 

small water 

suppliers: 

nontransient 

noncommunit

y water 

systems. 

7/5/2021-

Read 

second 

time and 

amended. 

Re-referre

d to Com. 

on APPR. 

7/1/2021-

A. APPR.

Would require small water suppliers, as 

defined, and nontransient noncommunity 

water systems that are schools, no later 

than December 31, 2022, to develop and 

maintain an abridged Water Shortage 

Contingency Plan that includes specified 

drought-planning elements. The bill 

would require these water systems to 

report annually specified water supply 

condition information to the state board 

through the state board’s Electronic 

Annual Reporting System or other 

reporting tool, as directed by the state 

board, and to include water system risk 

and water shortage information in the 

water systems’ consumer confidence 

reports, as provided. 

Watch B. 

Watch 

Total Measures: 27 

Total Tracking Forms: 27 
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Budgeted (Y/N):  N/A Budgeted amount:  None Core _X_ Choice __ 

Action item amount:  N/A Line item:   

Fiscal Impact (explain if unbudgeted):   

 

 Item No. 3 
 
 
 

DISCUSSION ITEM 
August 4, 2021 

 
 
TO: Board of Directors 
 
FROM: Robert Hunter, General Manager 
 
 Staff Contact: Harvey De La Torre 
   Melissa Baum-Haley   
 

SUBJECT: INTRODUCTION OF AND CONVERSATION WITH THE NEW MET 

GENERAL MANAGER ADEL HAGEKHALIL   

 
STAFF RECOMMENDATION 
 
Staff recommends the Board of Directors discuss and file this information. 
 
 
REPORT 
 
On June 8, the Metropolitan Board approved the contract for the new general manager, 
Adel Hagekhalil. This will make him the 14th general manager of the district’s 93-year 
history.  
 
Hagekhalil is a registered civil engineer and national board-certified environmental 
engineer, having earned both a bachelor's and master's degree in civil engineering from the 
University of Houston, Texas. Before joining Metropolitan, he was appointed in 2018 by Los 
Angeles Mayor Eric Garcetti to serve as the executive director and general manager of the 
city's Bureau of Street Services. His responsibilities included oversight of the management, 
maintenance and improvement of the city's network of streets, sidewalks, trees and 
bikeways. Hagekhalil also focused on climate change adaptation and multi-benefit 
integrated active transportation corridors. 
  
Previously, he served nearly 10 years as assistant general manager of the Los Angeles' 
Bureau of Sanitation, leading the city's wastewater collection system, stormwater and 
watershed protection program, water quality compliance, advance planning and facilities. 
He also helped develop the city's 2040 One Water LA Plan, an award-winning regional 
watershed approach to integrate water supply, reuse, conservation, stormwater 
management and wastewater facilities planning.  
  

Page 82 of 230



 Page 2 

 
Hagekhalil is a member of the American Public Works Association as well as the Water 
Environment Federation, which recognized him in 2019 as a WEF Fellow for his contribution 
to enhancing and forwarding the water industry. He also served for more than a decade as 
a board member on the National Association of Clean Water Agencies, including a term as 
president. 
 
Hagekhalil and his wife, Lubna, reside in Fullerton. They have three children. 
 

Mr. Hagekhalil has been invited to speak at MWDOC’s August 4th Joint Board Workshop. 

He is making an effort to meet with all of the Metropolitan Member Agencies and we look 

forward to this interactive discussion opportunity.  

 

 

Attachments:     Metropolitan Press Release on Board Confirmation of Adel 

Hagekhalil as New General Manager  
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Note to editors: a photo of Adel Hagekhalil is available upon request.   

 
Contacts: Maritza Fairfield, (213) 217-6853; (909) 816-7722, mobile  
                Rebecca Kimitch, (213) 217-6450; (202) 821-5253, mobile 

      
June 9, 2021 
 
METROPOLITAN BOARD CONFIRMS ADEL HAGEKHALIL  
AS NEW GENERAL MANAGER  
 

Adel Hagekhalil, a national water and infrastructure leader, will take the helm of the 

nation’s largest drinking water provider – the Metropolitan Water District of Southern California 

– following a vote Tuesday evening by the agency’s board of directors.  

The 38-member board approved Hagekhalil’s contract, making him the 14th general 

manager in the district’s 93-year history.  

“Mr. Hagekhalil is a highly respected leader on wastewater and water reuse who will help 

Metropolitan continue on its path to invest in sustainable water supplies. His commitment to 

innovation, sustainability and working together, as a united Metropolitan board, will be critical 

as we face the challenges climate change is bringing to Southern California’s water supplies,” 

Chairwoman Gloria D. Gray said. 

A registered civil engineer and board-certified environmental engineer, Hagekhalil was 

appointed by Los Angeles Mayor Eric Garcetti in 2018 to lead StreetsLA, the department that 

manages and maintains Los Angeles’ vast network of streets and urban forests, including climate 

adaptation and multi-benefit integrated active transportation corridors. Previously, he served for 

nearly 10 years as assistant director of Los Angeles’ Bureau of Sanitation, leading the city’s 

wastewater collection system, stormwater and watershed protection program, water quality 

compliance, and facilities and advance planning. He also helped develop the city’s 2040 One 

Water LA Plan, which takes a regional watershed approach to integrate water supply, water 

reuse, water conservation, stormwater management, and wastewater facilities planning.   

Hagekhalil has also served for more than a decade as a board member on the National 

Association of Clean Water Agencies, including a term as president, and was named a Water 

Environment Federation fellow in 2019.  
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“I am grateful to the entire Metropolitan board of directors for the opportunity to lead this 

organization, which is so important to the lives and livelihoods of Southern Californians,” 

Hagekhalil said. “As we move forward, I am determined to focus on what unites us and pursue a 

unified agenda that includes and works for every member agency. Working together, I believe 

Metropolitan can continue confronting the challenges we face to ensure water reliability for all 

our member agencies and communities we serve with focus on our underserved communities 

while engaging our diverse stakeholders and empowering our staff.” 

Hagekhalil replaces long-time General Manager Jeffrey Kightlinger, who led 

Metropolitan since 2006 and maintained Metropolitan as a globally respected leader in the water 

industry.  

A cooperative of 26 member agencies, Metropolitan provides more than half the water 

used by 19 million people in six Southern California counties. The district’s 5,200-square-mile 

service area covers most of urbanized Southern California. Metropolitan imports water from the 

Colorado River and Northern California to supplement local supplies and provides financial 

incentives to help local agencies develop increased water conservation, recycling, storage and 

other water management programs. 

Headquartered adjacent to Union Station in downtown Los Angeles, Metropolitan has an 

annual operating/capital budget of $1.8 billion, about 1,700 employees and more than 

30 facilities throughout Southern California.  

In his new post, Hagekhalil will be responsible for leading Metropolitan’s daily and long-

term operations, including implementing the policies of the 38-member board. He will also be 

Metropolitan’s chief spokesman and work with member agencies and federal, state and local 

officials to carry out Metropolitan's mission to provide water reliability to Southern California. 

 

### 

The Metropolitan Water District of Southern California is a state-established cooperative that, 
along with its 26 cities and retail suppliers, provide water for 19 million people in six counties. 
The district imports water from the Colorado River and Northern California to supplement 
local supplies, and helps its members to develop increased water conservation, recycling, 
storage and other resource-management programs. 
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  Item No. 4 
 

 
DISCUSSION ITEM 

August 4, 2021 

 

 

TO: Board of Directors 

 

FROM: Robert Hunter, 

 General Manager 

 

 Staff Contact: Melissa Baum-Haley  

      

 

SUBJECT: METROPOLITAN WATER DISTRICT (MET) ITEMS CRITICAL TO ORANGE 

COUNTY 

 

 

STAFF RECOMMENDATION 

 

Staff recommends the Board of Directors to review and discuss this information. 

 

 

 

DETAILED REPORT 

 

This report provides a brief update on the current status of the following key MET issues that 

may affect Orange County: 

 

a. MET’s Finance and Rate Issues    

b. MET’S Review of Equal Employment Opportunity Policies and Practices 

c. MET’s Integrated Resources Plan Update 

d. MET’s Water Supply Conditions    

e. Colorado River Issues 

f. Delta Conveyance Activities and State Water Project Issues 
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ISSUE BRIEF #A 

 
 
SUBJECT:  MET Finance and Rate Issues 
 
RECENT ACTIVITY 
 
Current Update 
Water Transactions for May 2021 totaled 141.6 thousand acre-feet (TAF), which was 4.4 TAF 
higher than the budget of 137.2 TAF. This translates to $137.4 million in revenues for May 
2021, which were $11.6 million higher than the budget of $125.8 million.  
 
Year-to-date water transactions through May 2021 were 1,420.1 TAF, which was 33.7 TAF 
lower than the budget of 1,453.8 TAF. Year-to-date water transactions through May 2021 
were $1,264.8 million, which were $30.6 million lower than the budget of $1,295.4 million.  
 
On May 18, 2021, Metropolitan priced $271,255,000 of Subordinate Water Revenue 
Refunding Bonds, 2017 Series C, D, and E. The bonds were initially offered to investors at a 
rate of SIFMA plus 22 basis points, for a three-year term (SIFMA is an index of weekly tax-
exempt variable-rate bonds). This initial pricing met with strong demand with over $2.1 billion 
in orders from 23 different accounts. Because of this strong demand, the price was reduced 
to SIFMA plus 14 points. The transaction closed on May 19, 2021. 
 
Metropolitan staff prudently manages the investment of Metropolitan's funds in accordance 
with policy guidelines and liquidity considerations. As of May 31, 2021, Metropolitan's 
investment portfolio balance was $1,379.6 million. 
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ISSUE BRIEF #B 

 
 
SUBJECT: MET Review of Equal Employment Opportunity Policies and Practices 
 
RECENT ACTIVITY 
   

Metropolitan’s Board of Directors and executive management are taking steps to foster and 
ensure a workplace that values equity, inclusion and diversity – both in policy and in 
practice.  
  
The Metropolitan Board responded to employee comments alleging systemic harassment 
by authorizing Metropolitan’s Ethics Officer to enter into a contract with the Shaw Law 
Group, a Sacramento-based certified women-owned business enterprise with extensive 
expertise in Equal Employment Opportunity (EEO) issues.  As part of its review, the Shaw 
Law Group conducted interviews with more than 190 employees; directed a district-wide 
workplace assessment survey; reviewed existing policies and the process by which EEO 
claims are handled by management; examined the board’s current oversight of employment 
practices and diversity, equity and inclusion initiatives; and assessed Metropolitan’s 
compliance with industry best practices. 
 
The review focused on the following issues: 

1. How EEO-related discrimination, harassment, and retaliation claims are handled by 
senior management, human resources staff, legal department, and other levels of 
management. Include examination of processes utilized in: (1) the case that was the 
subject of the General Manager’s October 20, 2020 communication to the Board of 
Directors; and (2) cases reported by claimants during meetings of Committee and 
Board members throughout 2020. 

2. Effectiveness of processes related to the DE&I Council, including confidential 
interviews of participants.  

3. Degree of employees’ fear of reprisal for reporting violations, including results of 
Ethics Office employee survey and independent climate assessment.  

4. Compliance with best practices in these and related areas.  
5. Level of Board of Directors oversight of issues and concerns related to: (1) diversity, 

equity, and inclusion; (2) handling of EEO-related complaints; (3) fairness and 
favoritism in employment practices; (4) management accountability; and (5) fostering 
a safe working environment for women, ethnic and racial minorities, and LGBTQ 
employees. 

 
Metropolitan’s Board of Directors voted on July 13 to make public the report, which includes 
recommendations to address the report’s observations. The 67-page report, produced by 
the Shaw Law Group, was presented and discussed at a special July 27 meeting of the 
board’s Organization, Personnel and Technology Committee.  For your reference, please 
find the following Shaw Law Group documents attached.  
 
Additionally, to help ensure greater transparency and accountability, a microsite has also 
been created on Metropolitan’s website that include information about the Board’s actions, 
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policies, correspondence, and related matters, including links to the executive summary and 
report.  
 
Link: Metropolitan Employee Concern Microsite 
 
 
 
Attachment: (1) Metropolitan Workplace Climate Assessment: Executive Summary  
  (2) Metropolitan Workplace Climate Assessment: Report Observations  

     and Recommendations  
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ISSUE BRIEF #C 
 
 
SUBJECT: MET Integrated Resources Plan Update 
 
RECENT ACTIVITY 
   

At the July 27 Integrated Water Resources Plan (IRP) Committee meeting, the Metropolitan 
staff presentation reviewed the key scenario assumption refinements and began discussion 
on the portfolio planning approach. Metropolitan staff also highlighted the framework for the 
performance measures and next steps. 
 
Key Scenario Assumptions 
The scenario assumptions were refined through the interactions with the expert panels and 
Member Agency technical feedback. The gap analyses and subsequent portfolios will be 
based on the refined input assumptions. The key scenario assumption refinements are noted 
below: 
 

 
 
Portfolio Planning 
The portfolio planning approach begins with the assessment of categories of investments at 
a high level. A portfolio is the result of a set of investments and actions to meet given 
objectives over a period of time.  It consists of existing supplies and programs, and future 
investments or actions. For the 2020 IRP, water reliability has been identified as a primary 
goal, and the time frame is 25 years to 2045. 
 
Three portfolio planning categories are identified: Core Supply, Flexible Supply, and Storage. 
A core supply is generally available and used every year to meet demands under normal 
conditions. It has a high level of reliability and value if used often, otherwise it is expensive. 
A flexible supply is implemented on an as-needed basis and may or may not be available for 
use each year.  It would be considered expensive if used too much or too often, resulting in 
better value if only used occasionally. Storage is the capability to save water supplies to meet 
demands at a later time. It is the means to convert a core supply into a flexible supply, thereby 
evening out variability in supply and demand. The portfolio planning categories can be broken 
into building blocks as illustrated below. 
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Additionally, a successful portfolio will address reliability challenges, such as areas of the 
system that are constrained to only State Water Project water, and may need a combination 
of all three categories. 
 
The portfolio modeling incorporates Metropolitan’s Water Surplus and Drought Management 
(WSDM) Plan, taking into account the programs, facilities, and operations that are currently 
in place. Considerations include: WSDM actions; put and take capabilities; total storage 
capacities; and distribution system constraints such as area only served by SWP water. 
 

 
 
The portfolio building approach will first identify the desired supply category mix for each 
scenario and iteratively test the supply category mix to confirm that it addresses the reliability 
goal.  Next, elements and sub-element within each supply category will be decided on. Finally, 
the portfolios will be evaluated based on set performance measures.  Performance measures 
can pertain to evaluating portfolios and future specific actions. 
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The next steps will include Metropolitan staff working with Member Agencies to develop 
portfolio action options. The proposed portfolios (Supply Categories and Elements) and a 
draft Adaptive Management Plan is anticipated to return to the Board for feedback in 
September. This Board feedback and policy discussion will help to refine the portfolio actions 
and the Adaptive Management Plan. 
 
Below is the current proposed schedule: 

 
 
More information and background on Metropolitan’s IRP can be found at: 
http://www.mwdwatertomorrow.com/IRP/index.html 
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ISSUE BRIEF #D 
 
 
SUBJECT: MET’s Water Supply Conditions 
 
RECENT ACTIVITY 
   

The 2020-21 Water Year (2020-21 WY) officially started on October 1, 2020. Thus far, the 
Northern California accumulated precipitation (8-Station Index) is reporting 23.19 inches or 
47% of normal as of July 28th. For 2020-21 WY, the Northern Sierra Snow Water Equivalent 
peaked at 20.2 inches on March 24th, which is 71% of normal for that day.  Due to the 
below average precipitation/snowfall in 2020-21 WY, the Department of Water Resources 
(DWR) has set the State Water Project (SWP) “Table A” allocation at 5%. This allocation 
provides Metropolitan with approximately 96,575 AF in SWP deliveries this water year. 
DWR's SWP Allocation considers several factors including existing storage in SWP, 
conservation reservoirs, SWP operational regulatory constraints, and the 2021 contractor 
demands. A Table A allocation of 5% is tied for the lowest allocation dating back to 1968.  
The last time DWR had a Table A Allocation of 5% was in 2014.   
 
The Upper Colorado River Basin accumulated precipitation is reporting 20 inches or 72% of 
normal as of July 26th. On the Colorado River system, snowpack is measured across four 
states in the Upper Colorado River Basin. The Upper Colorado River Basin Snow Water 
Equivalent was reporting 16.4 inches as of April 1st, which is 86% of normal for that day. 
Due to the below average precipitation/snowfall in 2020-21 WY, there is now a 97% chance 
of a shortage at Lake Mead in 2022 and a 94% chance of shortage in 2023. 
 
As of July 28th Lake Oroville storage is at 26% of total capacity and 35% of normal. As of 
July 28th San Luis Reservoir has a current volume of 22% of the reservoir’s total capacity 
and is 44% of normal.   
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With estimated total demands and losses of 1.75 million acre-feet (MAF) and with a 5% SWP 
Table A Allocation, Metropolitan is projecting that demands will exceed supply levels in 
Calendar Year (CY) 2021. Based on this, estimated total dry-year storage for Metropolitan at 
the end of CY 2021 will go down to approximately 2.6 MAF.  
 
A projected dry-year storage supply of 2.6 MAF will be the fourth highest amount for 
Metropolitan, a very impressive accomplishment given that the last two years have 
been exceptionally dry in Northern California. A large factor in maintaining a high water 
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storage level are lower than expected water demands. We are seeing regional water 
demands reaching a 38-year low.   

 
 

 
 
Attachment:  Water Supply Conditions Presentation  
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Water Supply Conditions
Kevin Hostert, Water Resources Analyst

Municipal Water District of Orange County
August 4th 2021

Subject IntroductionRegional Weather and Water Supply Conditions
Insight to regional weather conditions that affect California’s water supply
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October 2019 = 2% Moderate Drought (D1) in 
California
October 2019 = 0% Severe to Extreme Drought (D2 
to D3) in California

California Drought Monitor

October 2020 = 68% Moderate Drought (D1) in 
California
October 2020 = 36% Severe to Extreme Drought 
(D2 to D3) in California

July 2021 =  100% Moderate Drought (D1) in California
July 2021 =  95% Severe to Exceptional Drought (D2 to D4) in 
California.  85% in Extreme Drought and 33.3% in Exceptional 
Drought

Drought Conditions Strengthen in the 
2020‐21 “Wet Season”
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Drought Conditions Strengthening much quicker than 
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Southwest Drought Monitor

July 2021 =  88% Moderate Drought (D1+) in Southwest
July 2021 =  82% Severe to Exceptional Drought (D2 to D4) in 
Southwest. 72% in Extreme Drought and 38.7% in Exceptional 
Drought

Drought Conditions Strengthen in the 
2020‐21 “Wet Season”

October 2020 = 92% Moderate Drought (D1+) in 
Southwest
October 2020 = 74% Severe to Extreme Drought (D2 
to D4) in Southwest

Majority of Drought relief 
in 2021 on the East Side of 
the Continental Divide

How did we get here? 
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Northern California Reservoirs

Threshold of historic low Very low, and downstream 
of Oroville/ Bay Delta

Delta Pumping as of 7.21.2021 = 2,200 AF per day,
Equivalent to 830,000 AF per year (Capacity of DVL)

Colorado River Basin Projected 
Runoff
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Shortage Trigger = 1,075 ft

Spillway Elevation = 1,221 ft

Surplus Trigger = 1,145 ft

California Shortage Trigger = 1,045 ft
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Lake Mead Levels:  Historical and Projected
projection per USBR 24‐Month Study

Projected
Historical

Lake Mead   

August 2021 USBR Study most likely 
first ever shortage declared for CY 2022

Lake Mead (Since Filled)    Lake Mead has declined significantly since 1999
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MWD 2021 Water Storage

MWD 2021 Estimated Water Storage
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Governor’s Drought Declaration  

‐On July 8th, Governor ask Californians to voluntarily reduce their water use by 15 
percent with simple measures to protect water reserves if drought conditions continue 
and to help maintain critical flows for fish and wildlife wherever possible.

‐State officials estimate an additional 15 percent voluntary reduction by urban water 
users from 2020 levels could save as much as 850,000 acre‐feet of water over the next 
year for future use, or enough to supply more than 1.7 million households for a year.

Questions???
*Mammoth Lakes 3‐19‐2021
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Historical Annual Water Usage 
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ISSUE BRIEF #E 
 
 

SUBJECT: Colorado River Issues 
 
RECENT ACTIVITY 
 
Testimony to Congress 
Metropolitan’s Chief Operating Officer Deven Upadhyay provided written and oral testimony 
before the House Natural Resources Subcommittee on Water, Oceans, and Wildlife on June 
29, regarding the Regional Recycled Water Project (RRWP) and expressed support for both 
H.R. 1015, the Water Recycling Investment and Improvement Act, as well as H.R. 4099, the 
Large-Scale Water Recycling Project Investment Act. The testimony described the RRWP’s 
many potential benefits, including improving the reliability of the Colorado River system 
through partnerships with the Southern Nevada Water Authority, and potentially with partners 
in Arizona. 
 
Federal Appointments  
The White House announced the official nomination of Maria Camille Calimlim Touton to be 
the Commissioner of the U.S. Bureau of Reclamation (Reclamation). The U.S. Senate 
confirmed Tanya Trujillo to be the Assistant Secretary for Water and Power. Reclamation also 
announced that Carly Jerla will lead Reclamation’s effort to develop new guidelines for 
operation and management of the Colorado River. 
 
Proposed California Guiding Principles 
In preparation for the next set of operating guidelines for the Colorado River system, the 
Colorado River Board (CRB) of California staff and representative agencies have developed 
eleven consensus-based high-level guiding principles. The proposed principles represent 
California’s general goals and objectives. They are intended to be dynamic and adaptable as 
post-2026 operating guideline negotiations move forward. 
 
Colorado River Basin Salinity Control Program  
 
Salinity Spikes in the Lower Colorado River  
CRB staff have been tracking the recurrence of spikes in the total dissolved solids (TDS) 
concentrations in the Lower Colorado River since 2019 when an increase in TDS 
concentrations was observed in the water supplies conveyed in the All-American and 
Coachella Branch Canals. Historically, occasional increases in TDS have been observed in 
these canals in the November to January timeframe. For example, this trend was observed 
in 2009, 2010, 2011, and 2013. To better understand the source of the TDS increases, CRB 
staff evaluated the TDS data associated with various water quality sampling locations along 
the Lower Colorado River from January 2019 through May 2021 and evaluated historical 
information as far back as 2010. 
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This map shows a subset of locations where 
water quality grab samples are conducted by 
Reclamation along the Colorado River at Parker 
Dam, Taylor Ferry and Cibola Gage. The Taylor 
Ferry Gage is located 12.4 mi south of Blythe. 
The Cibola Gage is located 27.4 mi south of 
Blythe. 
 
As shown in the chart below, most recently TDS 
spikes were observed in December 2020 and 
January 2021 at the Taylor Ferry and Cibola 
locations, which are located downstream of 
Parker Dam. The salinity spikes are not present 
in the Parker Dam samples. 
 

 
 
There may be several factors contributing to the spikes observed in this section of the 
Colorado River. During the winter months of November through January, water orders tend 
to be smaller with reduced flows being released out of Lake Mead. During the same months, 
either periodic winter precipitation or discharge of bank-storage may be flushing sediments 
from the local geologic outcrops into the Colorado River. Lower water flow and sediment-
flushing into the river may be contributing to the TDS increases that have been observed 
during the winter periods. As an on-going monitoring effort, CRB staff will continue to evaluate 
available water quality data from Reclamation and will keep the Board and its member 
agencies informed of any observances of abnormal TDS increases associated with Lower 
Colorado River water quality.  
 
A potential next step could be to engage with other Lower Basin agencies, Reclamation, and 
the USGS to review existing data and information, and potentially conduct additional data 
collection and evaluation along the Lower Colorado River below Parker Dam, and then 
develop remediation or mitigation options. 
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Colorado River Basin Salinity Control Program Implementation  
The Colorado River Basin Salinity Control Forum, Advisory Council, and Forum Work Group 
meeting were held on June 4, 7, 9, and 10, to further implementation of the Salinity Control 
Program. The Forum coordinates salinity control efforts among the states and federal 
agencies and works with Congress on program authorization and funding. Governors of each 
state appoint up to three representatives to the Forum, which is managed by an Executive 
Director. The Advisory Council advises the federal agencies in program administration. As a 
federal advisory committee, the Advisory Council provides implementation recommendations 
to the Secretary of the Department of the Interior, the Secretary of the Department of 
Agriculture, and the Administrator of the EPA.  
 
Over the four days of meetings, discussion topics included preparation of the 2023 Triennial 
Review of Water Quality Standards for Salinity for the Colorado River System, status of 
Paradox Valley Unit salinity control project, federal agency program updates, and 
recommendations to Reclamation and the U.S. Geological Survey on areas of future salinity 
control study and program funding. During the meeting, Metropolitan’s Manager of Colorado 
River Resources, Bill Hasencamp was re-elected chair of the Forum for a second term and 
Ms. Rebecca Mitchell with the State of Colorado’s Water Conservation Board was elected to 
serve as Vice Chairperson. A few items of special note from the meetings are highlighted 
below. 
 
Paradox Valley Unit  
The Dolores River is showing the negative impacts associated with the continued shutdown 
of the existing Paradox Valley Unit (PVU) brine injection well. High salinity brine has 
concentrated in the Dolores River under the current low flow conditions. In June 2021, the 
salt load in the Dolores River was approximately 200 tons per day with an extremely low flow 
of less than 10 cubic feet per second. Reclamation reported that it will likely not restart the 
existing brine injection well until after completion of a seismic risk and hazard assessment, 
which could continue through the end of 2023. Reclamation has selected a firm to evaluate 
potential effects of the extended shut down of the brine injection well and to provide 
recommendations to prevent further degradation if degradation has occurred. 
 
Reclamation’s Upper Colorado Basin Regional Director, Wayne Pullan, provided a summary 
of potential long-term options for the Salinity Control Program under consideration given the 
existing brine injection well shut down. Options under consideration include revisiting a landfill 
option for extracted brine, new public-private partnerships, expansion of the Basinwide 
program for off-farm salinity control projects in the Upper Basin, and consideration of new salt 
control projects for other point sources such as Pah Tempe Springs located in Utah. 
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Recommended Studies  
The Advisory Council approved funding for two new salinity studies under the Basinwide 
Studies, Investigations and Research Program. Both studies will fund the USGS to collect 
two years of quarterly water quality data during 2022 and 2023. The data will be used 
determine a salt budget for the study areas, which could then be used to determine the 
viability of salinity projects in the future. The first study, with a cost of $28,000, will support 
the USGS to conduct salinity sampling and analysis in the Lower Colorado River at a location 
below the Colorado River Indian Tribes (CRIT) lands in Arizona. The second study, with a 
cost of $20,000, will support the USGS to conduct salinity sampling and analysis in the Upper 
Basin near Squaw Gulch, Colorado at the Cimmaron Canal. 
 
Salinity Conditions under Lower Reservoir Levels  
Reclamation provided a report on the current state of analytical tools to provide short-term 
forecasts of salinity conditions under low reservoir levels. It was reported that there is a time 
lag of approximately two years between when high salinity levels reach Lake Powell and 
when they are observed downstream at Lake Mead. Reclamation has a tool, CE-QUAL-W2, 
that is primarily used to estimate short-term changes in temperature and dissolved oxygen. 
Additionally, the tool does have the ability to consider total dissolved solids as well, once 
verified. Reclamation is working to update the model to support TDS evaluation. 
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Palo Verde Irrigation District System Conservation Agreement  
The Metropolitan Board authorized the General Manager to enter into an agreement with 
Reclamation, Central Arizona Water Conservation District, and Southern Nevada Water 
Authority to provide up to $8.8 million to fund land fallowing programs and to forebear up to 
246,600 acre-feet of conserved Colorado River water generated by the program to add 
system water to Lake Mead. Metropolitan’s funding share represents one-sixth of the total 
amount provided by the funding agencies. The water would be conserved through additional 
fallowing that is not needed for Metropolitan’s own use under the Palo Verde Irrigation 
District/Metropolitan Forbearance and Fallowing Program and the Bard Seasonal Fallowing 
Program. Metropolitan and other Colorado River water users would benefit from the improved 
storage in Lake Mead, reducing the risk of future water curtailments.  
 
To implement the program, Metropolitan has made a voluntary fallowing call for the upcoming 
contract year (Aug. 1, 2021 – July 31, 2022) of 75 percent of the maximum fallowing level 
under the contract, and farmers may begin fallowing at any time from August 1, 2021 through 
January 1, 2022. The farmers will begin notifying Metropolitan of their fallowing amounts in 
July 2021. Land owned by Metropolitan will also participate in the program. 
 
 
Attachment:  Colorado River Board Draft California Guiding Principles 
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D R A F T July 8, 2021 

PROPOSED CALIFORNIA GUIDING PRINCIPLES 
ASSOCIATED WITH DEVELOPMENT OF THE NEXT SET OF 

COLORADO RIVER SYSTEM OPERATING GUIDELINES 

The process to develop post-2026 Colorado River System operating guidelines is in its early 
stages. To help guide California’s participation in upcoming discussions and negotiations 
among the Basin’s stakeholders, senior technical and program management staff of the 
agencies represented on the Colorado River Board have developed eleven consensus-based 
high-level guiding principles. These guiding principles are intended to describe California’s 
general goals and objectives for the post-2026 guidelines. The principles are not intended to 
comprise California’s overall negotiating strategy. These guiding principles are intended to be 
dynamic and may be adapted over the course of the next few years as the post-2026 guidelines 
are developed. 

The draft guiding principles are being brought before the Colorado River Board to seek input 
and concurrence from members of the Colorado River Board, other California Colorado River 
water users, and the general public. Based upon input and information received, the updated 
guiding principles will serve as guidance to California’s Colorado River Commissioner and other 
California principals involved in the discussions and negotiations associated with development 
of the post-2026 guidelines. 

i. Acknowledge California’s senior priority 4.4 maf annual basic apportionment and 
protect California’s right to utilize surplus water supplies when available. 

ii. Ensure the guidelines are fully consistent with the Law of the River. 

iii. Maintain and build upon the ongoing binational relationship with Mexico. 

iv. Recognize the Mexican Water Treaty of 1944 delivery obligation as a joint and shared 

responsibility of both basins. 

v. Address Basinwide water supply/demand imbalances and protect against reaching 

critically low reservoir elevations and uncontrolled flood releases through: (a) surplus 

and shortage management, (b) operations of the Colorado River reservoirs to benefit 

both basins, and (c) adaptive management measures that provide flexibility to react to 

future climate and water supply conditions. 

vi. Incentivize water conservation, storage, recovery, and sharing activities that benefit the 

Colorado River System and provide flexibility for water users. 

1 
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D R A F T July 8, 2021 

vii. Advocate for increased federal resources to improve basinwide water supply and 

quality, including fulfillment of federal obligations to conserve and/or augment 

Colorado River System water supplies. 

viii. Ensure that the guidelines not degrade the ecological value of the Salton Sea, nor 

negatively affect the air quality of that region. 

ix. Protect the Basin's natural resources, sensitive habitats, and imperiled species through 

compliance with environmental regulations and the continuation of environmental 

programs and commitments. 

x. Recognize the interests and priorities of water right holders, contractors, the Basin 

States, Tribes, and Republic of Mexico, while enabling the full and active participation of 

all interested stakeholders. 

xi. Recognize that the Colorado River Board will represent the shared interests of 

California stakeholders in interstate negotiations, working collaboratively with and in 

conjunction with the California’s Colorado River water contractors. 

2 
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ISSUE BRIEF #F 
 
 

SUBJECT: Delta Conveyance Activities and State Water Project Issues 
 
RECENT ACTIVITY 
 
Delta Conveyance  
The California Department of Water Resources (DWR) is continuing to develop an 
Environmental Impact Report (EIR) under the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA). 
DWR is planning four technical webinars to inform the public and interested stakeholders 
about the current progress related to the preparation of the Draft EIR. Each webinar will 
feature presentations from technical DWR staff about the approaches, methodologies, and 
assumptions to be used in conducting impact analyses in the Draft EIR. Information about 
impact findings and specific mitigation measures are not available at this time but will be 
included in future outreach efforts following the publication of the public Draft EIR. 
 
DWR conducted a survey in November and December 2020 to collect information on how 
low-income, minority, and other underserved communities rely on resources in the Delta. This 
information will help assess potential impacts and benefits to these communities. The report 
documenting the survey results has been posted on DWR’s website: https://water.ca.gov/-
/media/DWR-Website/Web-Pages/Programs/Delta-Conveyance/Public-
Information/DCP_EJSurvey-Report-5-28-2021_Final_508.pdf.  
 
Joint Powers Authorities 
During the June 17, Delta Conveyance Design and Construction Authority (DCA) Board of 
Directors Meeting, the board approved the $21.5 million budget for fiscal year (FY) 2021/22. 
There is currently an underspend of approximately $2 million for the current FY which is 
anticipated to roll over into the budget for next year following the closeout of the current FY 
in August 2021. If the DCA Board subsequently approves this added roll over amount, it would 
increase the overall budget for FY 2021/22 by about $2 million. Planned technical work in the 
upcoming year will largely be focused on studies to support preparation of the Draft CEQA 
documents, continued execution of the geotechnical program, and consideration of a range 
of project refinements to be further evaluated during final design. 
 
The DCA Board adopted the DCA Investment Policy for fiscal year 2021-22 and delegated to 
the DCA’s Treasurer the authority to invest or to reinvest funds of the DCA, or to sell or 
exchange securities so purchased for FY 2021/22 in compliance with the Investment Policy 
and applicable law. 
 
The DCA Board also adopted the resolution updating the Ethics and Protest Policies to: 
update the DCA’s address, update of the non-discrimination language to include gender 
identity, revise the conflict of interest language to align with applicable law, and provide other 
formatting and language changes. They also took action to alter the DCA Board meetings to 
a schedule of every other month, starting in September after the regularly scheduled July 
2021 meeting. Special meetings could be scheduled or regular meetings could be cancelled 
as needed with proper public notice. 
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John Weed, Vice-President of the Board of Directors of the Alameda County Water District, 
was introduced as a DCA Alternate Director for Class 2.  
 
The DCA Stakeholder Engagement Committee (SEC) met on June 23 where an update on 
DCA design changes and an update on DWR’s efforts regarding the Community Benefits 
Program were presented. DWR also presented the results of the recent Environmental 
Justice survey.  
 
The Delta Conveyance Finance Authority regularly scheduled June meeting was cancelled. 
 
Yolo Bypass Salmonid Habitat and Adult Passage (Fremont Weir Notch)  
Metropolitan staff continues to participate on the Fisheries and Engineering Technical Team 
for the Yolo Bypass Salmonid Habitat and Adult Passage (Fremont Weir Notch) project. The 
purpose of the project is to remove barriers to migration for salmonids and sturgeon between 
the Sacramento River and the Yolo Bypass. DWR proposes to install operable gates in the 
concrete Fremont Weir to provide access to 17,000 acres of floodplain rearing habitat for out-
migrating juvenile salmon and allow passage and prevent stranding of adult salmonids and 
sturgeon at flows below crest height of the weir. DWR has obtained permits from the State 
Water Resources Control Board (Section 401 Water Quality Certification), and California 
Department of Fish and Wildlife (draft ITP and Section 1600 Streambed Alteration 
Agreement). Moving forward, DWR will continue efforts to obtain necessary permits for the 
project and complete final design. Project construction is scheduled to begin May 2022, and 
operations are expected to commence in 2023. 
 
Sites Reservoir 
In the joint Sites Project Authority Board (Authority Board) and the Sites Reservoir Committee 
(Reservoir Committee) meeting on June 23, the Authority Board and Reservoir Committee 
accepted the updated Sites Reservoir Project cost estimate. The updated feasibility-level cost 
estimate is for the “right sized” project and is intended to provide potential participants with a 
higher degree of certainty for project affordability. The feasibility cost estimate for a 1.5 million 
acre-foot reservoir (Alternative 1) is estimated at approximately $3.93 billion (2021 dollars), 
and the feasibility cost estimate for a 1.3 million acre-foot reservoir (Alternative 2) is estimated 
at approximately $3.87 billion (2021 dollars). 
 
The Authority Board and Reservoir Committee also directed their staff to prepare the 
Amendment 3 Work Plan on a 36 month work plan period, which includes a description of 
cash call options. 
 
 
Science Activities 
Metropolitan staff is leading a Collaborative Science and Adaptive Management Program 
(CSAMP) effort to collaboratively develop a scientific definition of salmon recovery, expressed 
as a suite of clear, measurable objectives and landscape level quantitative targets. 
Metropolitan staff is planning and participating in a series of technical workshops to develop 
this definition. The first set of workshops, which are currently underway, are focused on the 
following tasks: (1) exploring different case studies and examples for structuring and defining 
salmon recovery, (2) working toward consensus on a draft framework and key elements 
needed for a definition of salmon recovery, (3) exploring and framing measurable draft 
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objective(s) for salmon recovery, and (4) discussing the approach(es) for defining quantitative 
landscape targets and thresholds. After the first workshop, the facilitators for this effort 
(Compass and Kearns and West) will review and organize the key elements, measurable 
draft objective(s) and approaches for defining quantitative landscape targets and thresholds 
into a draft framework to be presented to workshop participants in the late fall for review. This 
effort includes the participation of state and federal resource agencies, public water agencies, 
and non-governmental organizations.  
 
On June 24, the Delta Stewardship Council approved the 2021 Delta Science Proposal 
Solicitation Awards for 16 proposals selected through a competitive process. One of the 
proposals selected for funding is the proposal submitted by Trout Unlimited titled Developing 
an Inclusive, Landscape Scale Process for Central Valley Salmonids. The funding awarded 
to this proposal will support phases 2 and 3 of the CSAMP Salmon Recovery Project (Project). 
Phase 1 of the Project is funded by the State Water Contractors Science Program. 
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Summary Report for 

The Metropolitan Water District of Southern California 

Board Meeting 

July 13, 2021 

CONSENT CALENDAR OTHER ITEMS – ACTION 

No Committee Assignments.  (Agenda Item 6G) 

CONSENT CALENDAR ITEMS – ACTION 

The Board: 

Authorized the General Auditor to enter into a one-year contract extension for external audit 

services with the firm of KPMG LLP for annual audits covering fiscal years ending June 30, 

2021, through June 30, 2022; for an amount not to exceed $465,500.  (Agenda Item 7-1) 

Agenda Item 7-2 WITHDRAWN 

Authorized an agreement with Nokia of America Inc for a not-to-exceed amount of 

$5,297,000 for furnishing wide-area network equipment and design support to upgrade the 

desert region-wide-area network; authorized increase of $250,000 to the agreement with 

Hatfield & Dawson Consulting Engineers, LLC for a new not-to-exceed amount of $730,000 

for specialized technical support for the upgrade; amended current CIP to include upgrades to 

the communication system at Gene Pumping Plant; and authorized an agreement with HDR 

Engineering, Inc. for a not-to-exceed amount of $275,000 for design services. 

(Agenda Item 7-3) 

Adopted amendments to Metropolitan’s Administrative Code to move certain responsibilities 

for annexations from the Finance and Insurance Committee to Real Property and Asset 

Management Committee as shown in the Board letter.  (Agenda Item 7-4) 

Authorized the General Manager to grant a permanent highway and sight easement to 

Caltrans.  (Agenda Item 7-5) 

Authorized an increase of $3 million to an agreement with Roesling Nakamura Terada 

Architects for a new not-to-exceed amount of $5 million for preliminary design and 

architectural support services for the housing and property improvements at four CRA 

pumping plants.  (Agenda Item 7-6) 

Authorized the General Manager to enter into an agreement with IEUA, West Valley, and 

Valley District to provide West Valley assistance with water deliveries in the event of an 

emergency or planned outage, or the loss of local supply.  (Agenda Item 7-7) 

By a two-thirds vote, authorized the General Manager to make payments of up to 

$3.56 million to the State Water Contractors for FY 2021/22.  (Agenda Item 7-8) 

Item No. 5a
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Amend the Administrative Code by adding Section 2124 to provide Metropolitan-specific 

parliamentary procedures based on Rosenberg’s Rules of Order, Revised 2011, as the 

meeting procedures for the Board and committees as stated in Attachment 1 of the Board 

letter.  (Agenda Item 7-9)  (Deferred to August) 

 

Authorized the General Counsel to increase the amount payable under its agreement with 

Olson Remcho LLP by $100,000 to a maximum amount payable of $300,000. 

(Agenda Item 7-10) 

 

Authorized the General Counsel to amount payable by amendment of the contract with 

Theodora Oringher PC for legal services by $200,000 to an amount not to exceed $900,000 

(Approp. 154170).  (Agenda Item 7-11) 

 

Authorized filing cross-complaint in Baker Electric, Inc. V. Metropolitan Water District of 

Southern California, et al. (Los Angeles Superior Court Case No. 21STCV15612); and 

authorized an increase in the maximum amount payable under contract with Musick, Peeler 

& Garrett LLP, for legal services by $200,000 to an amount not-to-exceed $300,000.  

(Agenda Item 7-12) 

 

 

OTHER BOARD ITEMS – ACTION  

 

Waived attorney-client privilege and authorized the public release on July 20, 2021, of Shaw 

Law Group’s report for presentation at the July 27, 2021 meeting of the Special Organization, 

Personnel and Technology Committee with staff recommended redactions.  (Agenda Item 8-1) 

 

 

OTHER MATTERS AND REPORTS 

 

Discuss Department Head Evaluation Process Guidelines and Department Head Evaluation 

Presentations [Public employee’s performance evaluations; General Counsel, General Auditor, 

and Ethics Officer.  (Agenda Item 10-1)  (Deferred to August) 

 

 

 

THIS INFORMATION SHOULD NOT BE CONSIDERED THE OFFICIAL MINUTES 

OF THE MEETING. 

 

Board letters related to the items in this summary are generally posted in the Board Letter 

Archive approximately one week after the board meeting.  In order to view them and their 

attachments, please copy and paste the following into your browser:  

http://mwdh2o.com/WhoWeAre/Board/Board-Meeting/Pages/search.aspx 

All current month materials, before they are moved to the Board Letter Archive, are available on 

the public website here: http://mwdh2o.com/WhoWeAre/archived-board-meetings 
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