MUNICIPAL WATER DISTRICT OF ORANGE COUNTY
ADMINISTRATIVE CODE

ETHICS POLICY §7100-87110

§7100 PURPOSE

The policy of MWDOC is to maintain the highest standards of ethics from its Board
members, officers and employees (all shall be referred to as employees for the purposes
of this section). The proper operation of MWDOC requires decisions and policy to be
made in the proper manner, that public office not be used for personal gain, and that all
individuals associated with MWDOC remain impartial and responsible toward the public.
Accordingly, all employees are expected to abide by the highest ethical standards and
integrity when dealing on behalf of MWDOC with fellow Board members or employees,
vendors, contractors, customers, and other members of the public.

§7101 RESPONSIBILITIES OF BOARD MEMBERS

Board members are obliged to uphold the Constitution of the United States and the
Constitution of the State of California and shall comply with all applicable laws regulating
Board member conduct, including conflicts of interest and financial disclosure laws. No
Board member or officer shall grant any special consideration, treatment, or advantage to
any person or group beyond that which is available to every other person or group in the
same circumstances.

§7102 PROPER USE OF MWDOC PROPERTY AND RESOURCES

Except as specifically authorized, no employee shall use or remove or permit the use or
removal of MWDOC property, including MWDOC vehicles, equipment, telephones, office
supplies, and materials for personal convenience or profit. No employee shall require
another MWDOC employee to perform services for the personal convenience or profit of
another employee. Each employee must protect and properly use any MWDOC asset
within his/her control, including information recorded on paper or in electronic form.
Employees shall safeguard MWDOC property, equipment, monies, and assets against
unauthorized use or removal, as well as from loss due to criminal act or breach of trust.

Employees are responsible for maintaining written records, including expense reports, in
sufficient detail to reflect accurately and completely all transactions and expenditures
made on MWDOC’s behalf. Creating a document with misleading for false information is
prohibited.

Motion - 1/17/96;



§7103 CONFLICT OF INTEREST

All MWDOC Directors, officers, and employees at every level shall comply with the
requirements of Section 1090 of the California Government Code which prohibits such
persons from being financially interested in any contract made by them in their official
capacity, or by any body or board of which they are members, or from being a purchaser
at any sale or a vendor at any purchase made by them in their official capacity.

All Directors and employees designated under MWDOC’s Conflict of Interest Code
("designated employees") and employees required to report under Chapter 7, Article 2 of
the Political Reform Act (Government Code Section 7300 et seq.) shall promptly and fully
comply with all requirements thereof.

MWDOC employees who are not designated employees under MWDOC'’s Conflict of
Interest Code shall refrain from participating in, making a recommendation, or otherwise
attempting to influence MWDOC'’s selection of a contractor, consultant, product, or
source of supply if the non-designated employee, or an immediate family member, has a
direct or indirect financial interest in the outcome of the selection process. No employee
shall use his/her position with MWDOC in any manner for the purpose of obtaining
personal favors, advantages or benefits for him/herself or an immediate family member
from a person or entity doing business or seeking to do business with MWDOC. Such
favors, advantages, or benefits would include, but are not limited to: 1) offers of
employment; 2) free or discounted goods or services; or 3) gifts.

§7104 GIFTS

No employee shall accept, directly or indirectly, any compensation, reward or gift from any
source except from MWDOC, for any action related to the conduct of MWDOC business,
except as set forth below:

1. Acceptance of food and refreshments of nominal value on infrequent occasions in
the ordinary course of a breakfast, luncheon or dinner meeting or other meeting or on an
inspection tour where the arrangements are consistent with the transaction of official
business.*

2. Acceptance of transportation, lodging, meals or refreshments, in connection with
attendance at widely attended gatherings sponsored by industrial, technical or
professional organizations; or in connection with attendance at public ceremonies or
similar activities financed by nongovernmental sources where the employee's
participation on behalf of MWDOC is the result of an invitation addressed to him or her in
his/her official capacity, and the transportation, lodging, meals or refreshment accepted is
related to, and is in keeping with, his/her official participation.*

3. Acceptance of unsolicited advertising or promotional materials such as pens,
pencils, note pads, calendars, or other items of nominal value.*



4, Acceptance of plagues and commemorative mementoes, of nominal value, or of
value only to the recipient, such as service pins, recognition awards, retirement
mementoes.

5. Acceptance of incidental transportation from a private organization, provided it is
furnished in connection with an employee's official duties and is of the type customarily
provided by the private organization.

* Nothing herein shall be deemed to relieve any Director or designated employee from
reporting the value of such meals, transportation, lodging or gifts and abstaining from
participation in any decision of MWDOC which could foreseeably have a material financial
effect on the donor when the value of such gifts reaches the limits set forth in MWDOC's
Conflict of Interest Code and the Political Reform Act.

In no event shall any employee accept gifts from any single source, the cumulative value
of which exceeds the applicable gift limit under California law.

A gift or gratuity, the receipt of which is prohibited under this section, shall be returned to
the donor. If return is not possible, the gift or gratuity shall be turned over to a public or
charitable institution without being claimed as a charitable deduction and a report of such
action, and the reasons why return was not feasible shall be made on MWDOC records.
When possible, the donor also shall be informed of this action.

Motion - 1/17/96;

§7105 PERSONS OR COMPANIES REPORTING GIFTS

All persons and companies doing business with MWDOC, with the exception of public
agencies, shall submit a summary, by January 31 of each calendar year, of all gifts
claimed for internal vendor audits (including meals) made to, or on behalf of, employees
or Directors of MWDOC, or their immediate family members, that have occurred in the
normal course of business during the previous calendar year. Failure to provide this
information to MWDOC may result in the termination of MWDOC business with that
person or company.

Motion - 7/21/93; Motion - 8/18/93;

§7106 USE OF CONFIDENTIAL INFORMATION

Confidential information (i.e., information which is exempt from disclosure under the
California Public Records Act) shall not be released to unauthorized persons unless the
disclosure is approved by the Board, President of the Board, or General Manager.
Employees are prohibited from using any confidential information for personal advantage
or profit.



§7107 POLITICAL ACTIVITIES

During the course and scope of their employment employees are prohibited from
engaging in campaign activities associated with MWDOC Director elections, MWDOC
Director appointments, the appointment of MET Directors, or from attempting to
influence changes to MWDOC Division boundaries, except where such activities are
expressly required in the course of official duties. Employees are otherwise free to
personally, endorse, advocate, contribute to, or otherwise support any political party,
candidate, or cause they may choose; however, employees are prohibited from
soliciting political funds or contributions at MWDOC facilities or during the course and
scope of their duties for MWDOC. In any personal political activity an employee may
be involved in, it shall be made clear that the employee is acting personally and not for
MWDOC. These provisions are intended to protect employees against political
assessments, coerced political activities, and to prevent political activities on the part of
employees from interfering with MWDOC operations. Nothing in this section shall be
interpreted or applied in a manner to unlawfully curtail the constitutional right to political
activity of MWDOC employees.

Motion — 6/17/15

§7108 IMPROPER ACTIVITIES

Employees shall not interfere with the proper performance of the official duties of others,
but are strongly encouraged to fulfill their own moral obligations to the public, MWDOC,
and its member agencies by disclosing, to the extent not expressly prohibited by law,
improper activities within their knowledge. No employee shall directly or indirectly use or
attempt to use the authority or influence of his/her position for the purpose of intimidating,
threatening, coercing, commanding, or influencing any person with the intent of interfering
with that person's duty to disclose improper activity.

§7109 VIOLATION OF POLICY — STAFF AND STAFF OFFICERS

If an employee is reported to have violated MWDOC's Ethics Policy, the matter shall be
referred to any of the following: (1) the General Manager; (2) Human Resources; (3) the
Board of Directors; or (4) any member of the management staff, for investigation and
consideration of any appropriate action warranted which may include employment action
such as demotion, reduction in salary, or termination.

If a Board appointed officer (Secretary, Treasurer or General Manager) is reported to
have violated MWDOC’s Ethics Policy, the matter shall be referred to the Executive
Committee for investigation and consideration of any appropriate action. The Executive
Committee may make a determination and present the issue to the full Board.

Motion - 1/17/96; 6/17/15



§7110 VIOLATION OF POLICY -- DIRECTORS

A perceived violation of this policy by a Director should be referred to the President of the
Board or the full Board of Directors for investigation, and consideration of any appropriate
action warranted. A violation of this policy may be addressed by the use of such
remedies as are available by law to MWDOC, including, but not limited to: (a) adoption
of a resolution expressing disapproval of the conduct of the Director who has violated this
policy, (b) injunctive relief, or (c) referral of the violation to MWDOC Legal Counsel and/or
the Grand Jury.

§7111 PERIODIC REVIEW OF ETHICS, CONFLICT OF INTEREST AND
ADMINISTRATIVE GUIDELINES

Pursuant to the terms of Government Code Sections 53234 through 53235.2, each
Director shall receive at least two hours of training in general ethics principles every two
years. Pursuant to Government Code Section 53235(c), the curricula for ethics training
must be approved by the Fair Political Practices Commission (FPPC) and the Attorney
General. It is the general desire of the MWDOC Board to meet and review and/or
receive a presentation that addresses principles relating to reporting guidelines on
compensation, conflict of interest issues, and standards for rules of conduct during the
first quarter of the year immediately following an election (every two years).

Each Director shall retain the certificate of completion from any ethics course in which
he/she participates and shall provide a copy of such report to MWDOC. Such records
shall be retained for five years from the date they are received.
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