
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Series of Late Storms Assist With Otherwise Dry Year 
 
By Kevin Hostert 
 

Flash flood warnings are in effect in Northern 
California and unusual April storms continue to ride 
on the heels of something short of a ‘Miracle March.’ 
While these events have many wondering if California 
will be lucky enough to escape another drought, it is 
time to analyze how the 2017-18 snow/rain season 
actually went. In terms of snow and precipitation, this 
winter did not get off to a good start. In some areas of 
the state, we saw historical low snow and rainfall 
totals.   
 
Fortunately though, there was a slight improvement 

in the latter half of February and March. For the first time all winter, the 8 Station Index (8 rain gauges 
that measure Northern California precipitation) saw above average precipitation levels. In the month of 
March, 13.4 inches of rain had fallen in Northern California, this was 6.5 inches above average for a 
normal March. The year to date accumulated precipitation for Northern California is at 33.9 inches, 81% 
of normal. While this is still below our average, it is a significant increase from the middle of February 
when the accumulated precipitation was 58% of normal.   
 
With regards to Northern California snowpack, there has been great improvement from mid-February.  
Snow Water Equivalent increased from 16% of normal on February 22nd, to 43% normal on April 1st. 
Currently, all major California state/federal reservoirs are at their historical normal levels with the 
exception of Lake Oroville which was purposely drawn down last summer/fall to accommodate the 
reconstruction of the auxiliary spillway.   
 
On the Colorado River system there has not been any significant change. As of April 3, 2018, 
accumulated precipitation in the Upper Colorado Basin is at 69% of normal and current basin snowpack 
is at 71% of normal. Lake Mead elevation is hovering around 1,088 feet above sea level and there is a 
49% chance that the lake could be at shortage levels by the year 2020.   
 
In summary, March snow and precipitation has improved the dramatically below average winter that 
occurred to this point. But to say that we experienced a “Miracle March,” is probably a little overstated. 
The good news is that there is a storm system that could produce significant amounts of rainfall in 
Northern California this week. Also Metropolitan Water District Southern California has 2.5 Million Acre 
Feet of water stored in reserves and whatever help Mother Nature provides this April will prevent a 
decrease in storage reserves for this year.   
 


