
MEETING OF THE 
BOARD OF DIRECTORS OF THE 

MUNICIPAL WATER DISTRICT OF ORANGE COUNTY 
Jointly with the 

PUBLIC AFFAIRS AND LEGISLATION COMMITTEE 
May 21, 2018, 8:30 a.m. 

Conference Room 101 
 

Teleconference Site: 
Director Yoo Schneider will participate 

via teleconference at the following location: 
W Washington D.C. Hotel 

515 15th Street NW 
Washington, D.C. 20004 

949.278.5761 
 

Committee: 
Director Dick, Chair    Staff: R. Hunter, K. Seckel, H. Baez, 
Director Thomas     D. Micalizzi, K. Davanaugh, T. Baca 
Director Tamaribuchi 
 
Ex Officio Member:  Director Barbre 
 
MWDOC Committee meetings are noticed and held as joint meetings of the Committee and the entire Board 
of Directors and all members of the Board of Directors may attend and participate in the discussion. Each 
Committee has designated Committee members, and other members of the Board are designated alternate 
committee members.  If less than a quorum of the full Board is in attendance, the Board meeting will be 
adjourned for lack of a quorum and the meeting will proceed as a meeting of the Committee with those 
Committee members and alternate members in attendance acting as the Committee. 
 
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 
Public comments on agenda items and items under the jurisdiction of the Committee should be made at 
this time. 
 
ITEMS RECEIVED TOO LATE TO BE AGENDIZED - Determine there is a need to take immediate 
action on item(s) and that the need for action came to the attention of the District subsequent to the posting of 
the Agenda. (Requires a unanimous vote of the Committee) 
 
ITEMS DISTRIBUTED TO THE BOARD LESS THAN 72 HOURS PRIOR TO MEETING -- 
Pursuant to Government Code section 54957.5, non-exempt public records that relate to open session 
agenda items and are distributed to a majority of the Board less than seventy-two (72) hours prior to the 
meeting will be available for public inspection in the lobby of the District’s business office located at 
18700 Ward Street, Fountain Valley, California 92708, during regular business hours.  When practical, 
these public records will also be made available on the District’s Internet Web site, accessible at 
http://www.mwdoc.com. 
 
DISCUSSION ITEMS 
 
1. LEGISLATIVE ACTIVITIES 

a. Federal Legislative Report (Barker) 
b. State Legislative Report (BBK) 
c. County Legislative Report (Lewis) 
d. Legal and Regulatory Report (Ackerman) 
e. MWDOC Legislative Matrix 
f. Metropolitan Legislative Matrix 
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PAL Committee Meeting May 21, 2018 
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PRESENTATION 
 
2. OVERVIEW OF MWDOC SOCIAL MEDIA ACTIVITIES (to be emailed separately) 
 
ACTION ITEMS 
 
3. TRAVEL TO WASHINGTON, DC TO COVER FEDERAL INITIATIVES 
 
4. TRAVEL TO SACRAMENTO TO COVER STATE INITIATIVES 
 
INFORMATION ITEMS (THE FOLLOWING ITEMS ARE FOR INFORMATIONAL 
PURPOSES ONLY – BACKGROUND INFORMATION IS INCLUDED IN THE PACKET.  
DISCUSSION IS NOT NECESSARY UNLESS REQUESTED BY A DIRECTOR.) 
 
5. RECAP OF APRIL 19, 2018 WATER POLICY DINNER 
 
6. UPDATE ON 2018 OC WATER SUMMIT (JUNE 1, 2018) 
 
7. UPDATE RE WYLAND MAYOR’S CHALLENGE 2018 
 
8. EDUCATION PROGRAM UPDATE 
 
9. PUBLIC AFFAIRS ACTIVITIES REPORT 
 
OTHER ITEMS 
 
10. REVIEW ISSUES RELATED TO LEGISLATION, OUTREACH, PUBLIC 

INFORMATION ISSUES, AND MET 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
NOTE: At the discretion of the Committee, all items appearing on this agenda, whether or not expressly listed for 
action, may be deliberated, and may be subject to action by the Committee.  On those items designated for Board 
action, the Committee reviews the items and makes a recommendation for final action to the full Board of Directors; 
final action will be taken by the Board of Directors.  Agendas for Committee and Board meetings may be obtained 
from the District Secretary.  Members of the public are advised that the Board consideration process includes 
consideration of each agenda item by one or more Committees indicated on the Board Action Sheet.  Attendance at 
Committee meetings and the Board meeting considering an item consequently is advised. 
Accommodations for the Disabled.  Any person may make a request for a disability-related modification or 
accommodation needed for that person to be able to participate in the public meeting by telephoning Maribeth 
Goldsby, District Secretary, at (714) 963-3058, or writing to Municipal Water District of Orange County at P.O. Box 
20895, Fountain Valley, CA 92728.  Requests must specify the nature of the disability and the type of 
accommodation requested.  A telephone number or other contact information should be included so that District staff 
may discuss appropriate arrangements.  Persons requesting a disability-related accommodation should make the 
request with adequate time before the meeting for the District to provide the requested accommodation. 
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JAMES C. BARKER, PC 
ATTORNEY AND COUNSELOR AT LAW 

FIFTH FLOOR 
1050 THOMAS JEFFERSON STREET, NW  

WASHINGTON, DC 20007 
 (202) 293-4064 

jimbarker@jcbdc.com  
Nicholas Crockett 
Alia Cardwell 
 

Municipal Water District of Orange County, California 
Washington Update 

May 14, 2018 

Activity in the Congress 

After several months of slow House Floor Activity -- the House has some major pieces 
of legislation coming to the Floor this spring and summer.  

In addition to the renewed effort to try and pass most of the Appropriations Bills 
through the House chamber before the August break, the House will be working on a 
Rescissions bill which seeks to claw back authorized and unspent federal funding, a 
Farm Bill to reform the food stamp system, and a National Defense Authorization Act –
the annual authorization bill which provides guidance to appropriators on defense 
spending.   And in June, the House is planning to spend a week on the House Floor 
processing scores of Opioid bills.   

Meanwhile the Senate is about to have an up or down vote on the CIA Director’s 
Nomination –the person that will lead that agency and she will need to be confirmed by 
the US Senate by a simple majority vote.   

Rescissions Package 

Last month we reported on the significant funding bill that was signed into law in late 
March for the 2018 Fiscal Year.  In a response to the President’s conservative base, and 
in an effort to reduce some spending, the White House released a $15.4 billion 
rescission request to Congress last week which targets unspent funds in a number of 
various Federal Departments.  For the moment, water programs have not been hit hard 
with this announcement.  The agencies affected the most were the Departments of 
Agriculture, Commerce, Energy, Health and Human Services, Housing and Urban 
Development, Justice, Labor, State, Transportation, and the Treasury.  
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The $15 billion will come from years-old programs where there is still unspent money.  
The request is expected to target accounts going back many years, and as far back as 
the 2009 Stimulus bill.  Of note here, and this may be causing difficulty with the release 
of certain water competitive grants, whenever the President submits a rescissions 
request, that spending is frozen automatically for 45 legislative days, or until Congress 
formally rejects it.  

While there is no direct impact to FY 18 appropriations, Federal Managers may be 
uncertain as to their total funding allotments—and in the absence of certainty they may 
decide to wait and see what happens with the rescissions effort before releasing all of 
their grants.   

For the Rescissions Package to pass the Congress, it will need to pass each House by a 
simple majority vote. 

The GOP-dominated House is expected to easily clear the rescissions package, but even 
White House officials are less confident about its fate in the Senate.   

Colorado River Management Issues: 

The Secretary of the Interior is significantly involved in the management of the 
Colorado River system. The effects of a prolonged drought are still evident. 

Federal weather forecasters (NOAA) predicted earlier this month that the Colorado 
River will carry less than half its average amount of water into Lake Powell this 
summer. The forecast is the fifth lowest in 54 years.   

Lake Powell is one of two reservoirs that store water from the most important river in 
the southwestern United States. The area faces a difficult summer after April 
precipitation did not produce much mountain snow, which trickles down to feed the 
river. 

The good news for now, officials said the levels in Lake Powell and Lake Mead will 
remain high enough that mandatory cutbacks on water usage won't be necessary this 
year. 

The Colorado River supplies water to approximately 40 million people and to some 
6,300 square miles of farm lands.  
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Senate 2018 Water Resources Development Act 

The Senate has begun consideration of the 2018 WRDA Bill, a 200 page piece of 
legislation that provides direction and authorizations primarily to the Army Corps of 
Engineers. 

Among the major issues contained within the legislation is a new two year 
authorization for the WIFIA Finance Program.  Presently, the WIFIA program will 
need another authorization to function as the current authority expires in 2019.  The bill 
is slated to be marked up in the Senate EPW Committee later this month.  We have 
encouraged the continuation of the WIFIA Program in our meetings.    

On the House side we have spoken with the House T&I Committee Water Staffer and 
the staffer indicates that the House is also working on a 2018 WRDA Bill.  They expect 
to introduce the House Bill in the next several weeks and seek to move it through the 
House Floor by the August period.  During the consideration of almost every WRDA 
Bill in recent memory, there has always been the temptation to deauthorize projects 
where there has been no construction take place.  By deauthorizing sections, the 
Congress is then “free” to spend that amount of new money without it being scored 
negatively.  Knowing that our Section 5039 $40 Million Authorization could be a target 
on the chopping block, we were able to get Congressman Rohrabacher’s office to 
weigh in with the Committee and urge them to not deauthorize Section 5039.  We are 
tracking this and will keep you posted on developments here. 

Wildfire Policy 

Given the rain fall earlier this year, there is a concern in certain parts of the West that 
there may be significant wildfires this summer.  A wildfire funding “fix” was included 
in the Omnibus Funding Bill that passed in March and that fix put an end to the so-
called “fire borrowing policy” that has gone on for years.  

Highlights of the wildfire provision include a $2.19 billion off-budget disaster fund for 
wildfires, which would grow to $2.95 billion by 2027, and more flexibility to allow 
forest thinning in areas the Forest Service or the Bureau of Land Management deem at 
risk of wildfire. 

The Omnibus language will give the Federal Agencies more flexibility to deal with fire 
management policies while sorting out issues around the Endangered Species Act — a 
complaint that some groups have raised regarding the thinning of forestry areas.   
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The impact of this provision will allow the Forestry Service to make long term plans -- 
for the thinning of forests or federal lands where it is appropriate—without the funding 
being raided in years where the wildfire budgets have not kept pace with the need for 
funding.   

WIFIA Program Update 

Earlier this year the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) announced the 
availability of approximately $5.5 billion in credit that could finance over $11 billion in 
water infrastructure projects through the Water Infrastructure Finance and Innovation 
Act (WIFIA) program. Prospective borrowers seeking WIFIA credit assistance must 
submit a letter of interest by July 6, 2018.  
 
5/14/18 JCB 
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Memorandum 

To: Municipal Water District of Orange County 

From: Syrus Devers, Best Best & Krieger 

Date: May 21, 2018 

Re: Monthly State Political Report 

 

Administrative Report 

The May Revise contained no surprises and Governor Brown continued his long-running sermon on 
the need to prepare for the next recession. Consistent with the January Budget, the May Revise 
proposes to fill the Rainy Day Fund by the end of this year. Brown proposed three one-time 
spending increases to infrastructure ($2 billion), homelessness ($359 million), and mental health 
(312 million). Great pains were taken to point out that the budget projections assume a continued 
economic recovery lasting longer than any in history, and record unemployment through 2022. The 
previous record for unemployment staying below 5% was 11 months in 2006.  

Legislative Report 

The next major deadline for the Legislature is May 25th when the fiscal committees must report 
bills to their respective floors. After that there will be one short week (because of Memorial Day) to 
move a bill introduced in 2018 out of the house of origin. No policy committees can meet for any 
purpose the final week of May. 

SB 2050 (Caballero-Small district consolidation): The water industry’s answer to the water tax 
and the problems of disadvantaged water districts. The bill passed the Assembly Local Government 
Committee on a party-line vote with Vice Chair Marie Walderon voting against. The bill is now in 
Appropriations where it might be sent to the suspense file. The date of the suspense file hearing had 
not been announced as of the time this report was being prepared, but it could happen on Friday the 
25th because of the holiday weekend. 

SB 998 (Dodd-Water shut off prohibitions): Although significantly amended, several 
objectionable provisions remain. The Senate Judiciary analysis pointed out areas where the bill 
actually removed protections for low-income customers in current law. As before, Democrat 
committee members questioned the need for the bill but passed it as a work in progress. 
Republicans voted “no” and Sen. Henry Stern stayed off despite being present to vote. The bill is 
now in Appropriations. There are few, if any, significant negotiations with the author. Staff has all 
but indicated they’ve gone as far as they can. When potential Prop. 218 violations are pointed out, 
the response is “we’ll work on it.”  
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SB 606 (Hertzberg, previously Skinner)/AB 1668 (Friedman) Water efficiency bill package: 
Victory celebrations are being planned. The administration had been signaling for some time that it 
would support a 13% credit for potable recycled water use, but Assembly Member Blanca Rubio 
negotiated a 15% credit for existing facilities which garnered significant new support for the bill. 
The votes split along party lines except for Senator Josh Newman who voted against AB 1668. 
Concurrence votes to send the bills to the Governor are tentatively set for this Thursday. 

Tax on Water: The future of the budget trailer bill language will be determined later this week, 
possibly on the 23rd. The budget subcommittees are due to wrap up their final reports and will 
either put the language into a Budget Trailer Bill, which all now concede will be a 2/3rds vote bill, 
move a shell into a budget conference committee where leadership can control the outcome, or drop 
it for now and wait for an end-of-session play in August. The last option is the most likely but 
anything is possible. If the administration feels like they have the votes, they’ll go for the Budget 
Trailer Bill now. If they feel OK but uncertain, they’ll go the conference committee route and buy a 
little time and more control. Otherwise, they’ll wait for an opening when tensions rise in August. 
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The County of Orange Report
l

May 14, 2018
by Lewis Consulting Group

June Primary Elections
Intrigue in the Election for Governor

A series of Survey USA polls show the Governor’s
race is still in flux. Interestingly, Republican John
Cox finds himself under attack by two different
efforts perhaps for two different reasons. An
independent expenditure committee funded by
some of California’s wealthiest activists are
attacking John Cox motivated to elevate Antonio
Villaraigosa into a top two finish with Gavin
Newsome. The ads attack Cox on a litany of
issues designed to suppress his Republican vote.

Gavin Newsome has “attacked” John Cox in recent
TV ads for staking out conservative positions.
Could this be a backhanded way to help John
Cox? Who does Gavin Newsome really want to
face in November?

Item 1c
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U.S. Senate Race - A Looming Embarrassment?
Kevin De Leon’s campaign has never caught on and according to Survey USA the
biggest beneficiary might be Republican Patrick Little. Running with the ballot title of
Civil Rights Advocate, Little is a white nationalist and holocaust denier. His elevation to
the top two would be an embarrassment for the Republican brand.

Local Races of Major Interest
Orange County Supervisor District 4

None of the four major candidates: Doug Chaffee, Joe Kerr, Lucille Kring, or Tim Shaw
have noticeably emerged from the pack. It is still anyone’s guess which two will make
the November runoff.

U.S. Congress - 39th District
A recent poll was conducted in the election to succeed Ed Royce. Purportedly, the
Republican poll showed Royce backed candidate Young Kim in first place with Shawn
Nelson, Bob Huff and Gil Cisnaros fighting it out for a second place finish. An “all
Republican” run-off would be a major setback for Democrats “California plan” as a key
component of regaining the U.S. House majority.

U.S. Congress - 48th District
Another recent poll seems to be bad news for long time incumbent Dana Rohrabacher.
Although in first place, a meager 27% re-elect number seams to indicate an uphill climb
in November. The surprise is who will come in second? Republican Scott Baugh or
Democrat Hans Kierstand appear to be the most likely. A Rohrbacher-Baugh finale
would be another disaster for Democrat House majority chances. 
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MAY 9th LAFCO MEETING CANCELLED DUE TO LACK OF QUORUM
NEXT MEETING JUNE 13th 

       Update 

Although the May LAFCO meeting was cancelled, there is still substantial news this
month. The election process for a special district member and for the alternate position
is nearly over. Here are the remaining three key dates:

MAY 25 All Special Districts must have their ballots submitted to LAFCO by
3PM

MAY 31 Ballots are tabulated and results are announced
JUNE 11 Oaths of Office are administered

Supervisors Scramble to Spend Money on
Homeless Services
The last few months of Board meetings have been palpably
tense. The elections haven’t helped as Supervisor Spitzer finds
himself increasingly at odds with the other four Supervisors and
political gotcha is apparent at each Board meeting.

On top of that, the homeless issue has created ceaseless attacks of the Board by
homeless advocates who for several years have increasingly attacked the Board for
“dragging its feet”.

A Voice of OC audit in early March revealed the County had an extra $200 million
socked away; much of what could have been used addressing the homeless issue. That
money is on top of roughly $700 million spent annually on low income but not homeless
individuals.

In any event, the Board has ramped up a panaply of spending proposals including these
agendized on the May 22, 2018 meeting.

Items:
23. Approve agreement with Southland Integrated Services, Inc. for Integrated Community
Services, 7/1/18 - 6/30/19 ($1,197,000); authorize Director or designee to exercise cost
contingency increase not to exceed 10% under certain conditions and execute agreement -
Districts 1 and 4
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25. Approve selection of and agreements with California Treatment Services Recovery Solutions
of Santa Ana ($5,227,476) and Western Pacific Med-CORP ($10,430,060) for Narcotic
Replacement Therapy Treatment services, 7/1/18 - 6/30/20; authorize Director or designee to
exercise cost contingency increase not to exceed 10% under certain conditions and to execute
agreements - Districts 1, 2 and 4

26. Approve selection of and agreement with Waymakers for Full Service Partnership/Wraparound
services for youthful offenders, 7/1/18 - 6/30/21 ($15,685,503); authorize Director or designee to
exercise cost contingency increase not to exceed 10% under certain conditions and to execute
agreement - Districts 1 and 2

28. Approve selection of and agreement with Orange County Association for Mental Health dba
Mental Health Association of Orange County for Multi-Service Center services for homeless
mentally ill adults, 7/1/18 - 6/30/21 ($5,477,592); authorize Director or designee to exercise cost
contingency increase not to exceed 10% under certain conditions and to execute agreement -
District 1

29. Approve selection of and agreements with Grandma's House of Hope ($3,635,276) and
Friendship Shelter ($936,474) for Homeless Bridge Housing services, 7/1/18 - 6/30/21; authorize
Director or designee to exercise cost contingency increase not to exceed 10% under certain
conditions and to execute agreements - Districts 1, 4 and 5

30. Approve master agreement and selection of Clean Path Behavioral Health, Colette's
Children's Home, The Villa Center, Grandma's House of Hope, New Life Spirit, Inc., Roque
Center, Inc., and Step House Recovery for recovery residence services, 7/1/18 - 6/30/21
(aggregate total $2,400,000); renewable for two additional one-year terms; authorize Director or
designee to exercise cost contingency increase not to exceed 10% under certain conditions and to
execute individual agreements - Districts 1, 2, 3 and 4

35. Approve annual updates to Three-Year Program and Expenditure Plan for Mental Health
Services Act, Proposition 63 programs and services, 7/1/18 - 6/30/19 ($218,897,166); direct
Human Resource Services to amend master position control to add 58 positions to Health Care
Agency; and authorize Director or designee to execute annual updates to Three-Year Plan - All
Districts

36. Approve selection of and agreements with Child Guidance Center, Inc. ($23,199,219), Olive
Crest ($6,920,724), Pathways Community Services, LLC ($4,682,016), Seneca Family of
Agencies ($13,707,945), South Coast Children's Society, Inc., dba South Coast Community
Services ($3,314,301), Wayfinders Supportive Solutions ($3,101,091) and Western Youth
Services ($31,314,072) for Behavioral Health Outpatient services for Children and Youth, 7/1/18 -
6/30/21; and authorize Director or designee to exercise cost contingency increase not to exceed
10% under certain conditions and to execute agreements - All Districts (Continued from 4/10/18,
Item 21; 4/24/18, Item S53A; 5/8/18, Item 35)

It’s Official La Niña is Over - Heading Towards El Niño
Good news for California rainfall?
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Southwest Drought Continues to be a Problem
The May 8th drought map released by U.S. Drought Monitor displays the intensity of the
drought that much of the American Southwest is currently facing.

The map below depicts the change in drought level status over the course of one year.
Heavily impacted areas include Western Oklahoma, Northern Texas and the Four
Corners area. Each has suffered the maximum of five class degradation. The Four
Corners area is of particular concern to Californians as it is one of the key drainage
areas for the Colorado River.
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ACKERMAN CONSULTING 
 

Legal and Regulatory 

May 21, 2018 

1. Rice Helps Wetlands:  About 170 years ago, the Central Valley of California was a vast 

wetlands with water and birds all over the place.  Since then as a result of the Gold Rush and 

civilization, that has all changed.  Farms, cities, dams and roads have had an impact on birds, 

migration, bugs and all things associated with wetland territories.  But hope and change are on 

the way.  And rice farmers may be the answer.  California’s rice industry in the second largest in 

the nation.   It is also a heavy user of water.  Studies and cooperation between scientists and 

farmers have shown that by minor changes to water control when flooding the rice fields, 

wetlands, similar to those of many years ago, can be replicated.  Migratory birds of all kinds are 

returning, as well as flora and fauna from days gone by.  The salmon population is also being 

helped.  

2. Napa Watershed v Wineries:  Napa County will have a measure on its June ballot which will 

potentially pit environmentalists versus wineries.  Napa used to have a vast oak woodlands on 

its valley floor.  That woodlands played an important role in habitat balance and water 

retention.  Now, about 95% of those oaks are gone, due primarily to the wine industry.  Current 

regulations controls further oak tree removal and has requirements to replace trees whenever 

one is removed.  This measure would be much more stringent and has been criticized as anti‐

agriculture and anti‐business.  It should be closely watched as there are environmentalists and 

farmers on both sides of the issue.  

3. Dam Project Finds Whales:  A new dam is being constructed at Calaveras Reservoir near 

Milpitas and Fremont.  The discoveries from the digging including whale skulls and giant shark 

teeth date back 15 million years when that portion of California (from Bay Area to Bakersfield) 

was under water.  The fossil count is a 1500 and climbing and will reside at UC Berkeley.  The 

project is a $800 million effort by SF PUC and is part of the Hetch Hetchy water system.  Some 

of the shark teeth belong to the megalodon species, related to the great white shark, but 

growing to 50 feet in length.  In this JAWS movie, the shark wins!!  

4. Desal in Vegas:  The Southern Nevada Water Authority is considering investing in seawater 

desalination as part of its long term strategy.  It is discussing this with Mexico. The offer was to 

help fund a desal plant in Mexico in exchange for a portion of Mexico’s water rights on the 

Colorado River.  Nevada also plans to tap some old aquifers in northern Nevada to plan for their 

next 50 years of demand.   Las Vegas is still growing at a rapid pace and the Authority is 

planning for that growth.  This Mexico solution is also being considered by Arizona and the two 
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states may form a partnership in the deal.  The northern Nevada plan is being contested by the 

Ely Shoshone Tribe.  Nevada is also considering a new international airport in the Ivanpah Valley 

which will increase water demand in the area from tourism. 

5. Earthquake Ready:  From San Francisco to Los Angeles and points in between, water world is 

making preparations for the next Big One and even the next Little Ones.  In northern California, 

the main concern is the Hayward Fault and not the San Andreas Fault.  That is because the 

Hayward Fault has not had any significant movement in a long time and is runs through more 

populated areas.  Easy Bay MUD and SF PUC are the main players in this region and both have 

spent billions of dollars for seismic upgrades.  Some of the engineering methods involve 

systems that allow the earth to move around the 6’ and 9’ pipes without hurting them.  

Another system has ball joints and slip joints that allow pipes to move without breaking.  Some 

pipes in extremely high risk areas allow pipes to shift within concrete tunnels.  Other pipes are 

built on rollers to achieve the same outcome.  Both East Bay MUD and MWD have six month 

emergency supply for their respective regions.  They also have repair supplies located at key 

locations in anticipation of emergencies.   The Delta, as we know, is the most vulnerable part of 

the system, which is why the Water Fix is so important.        

6. Water Board Member Fined:  San Bernardino Valley MWD board member Gil Navarro was 

recently fined $36,500 by the FPPC for many matters including failure to disclose his legal 

defense fund.  Navarro was an Assembly candidate in 2010 and 2014.  He won election to the 

water board in 2012 while still a member of the San Bernardino County school board.  He tried 

to serve in both offices until a Judge removed him from the school board.  He kept a legal 

defense fund open even after he paid all legal bills.  He failed to file required donor list for this 

fund.  He also failed to file required Assembly reports.  The water board has stripped Navarro 

from his leadership positions. 

7. Plants Talk re Drought:   Jet Propulsion Lab (JPL) has done it again.  They will launch the 

“space botanist” into orbit.  The ECOSTRESS is a $30 million thermometer about the size of a 

small bus which will attach to the International Space Station in June of this year.  It can 

measure areas on earth as small as 230 feet with respect to temperature and carbon dioxide 

content and change.  In short, the hotter the plant, the less CO2 is consumes.  It can take 

multiple measurements in one day, thereby showing real time action and reaction to climate 

changes.  In specific, it will show plants reaction to water conditions, wet and dry.  This method 

can help with many questions:  which plants are most drought tolerant, which ones are 

strongest and most adaptable, which plants die first, when will drought occur.  One current 

example of the utility of ECOSTRSS is the many types of lettuce grown in California.  Some of 

them grow stronger with less water.  Right now the farmers guess which is the right type.  With 

this new data, they can be exact. 
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8. SF Water Rates Up:  SF PUC has approved significant rate hike for the next four years.  The 

average rate increase for their region is 7.4. to 8.4 per cent per year for the next four years.  

That equates to average households per month charge going from $108 to $149 in 2022.  This 

includes water and sewer and covers large upgrades to their systems plus seismic retrofits. 

9. San Diego Dry:  If things continue, this could be the driest year on record for San Diego 

rainfall.  This may tie the record low set in 1850 (those measurements may be as exact as 

today’s)   Average rainfall for a year is 10.3 inches.  This year they are at 3.1 with prior low being 

3.3.  There are still a few months left but the betting odds are 50/50.  The atmospheric rivers 

that have been flowing in California lately have all missed San Diego. 

10. LA Water Tax?:  LA County is considering putting a measure on the November ballot to tax 

property owners to capture stormwater runoff……again.  They considered this in 2013 but 

backed off due to large opposition.  The tax would be on average $73 for a homeowner and 

$14,000 for a big box store.  This would require a 2/3 vote and is already being questioned by 

the LA Chamber of Commerce and some cities who already have such a tax in place. 

11. San Diego Seeks Reimbursement:  Recent California law requires water agencies to test 

public schools for lead.  Most all counties have complied, including Orange County, but have 

not necessarily checked all of their schools.  Thus far these counties have tested the schools 

noted: Orange County 169, LA County 193, Alameda County 360, San Diego 552.  San Diego’s 

cost has been over $400.000.  Since this act has been mandated by the State, San Diego has 

filed a claim with the Commission on State Mandates for reimbursement.  A hearing is set for 

November.  I am sure all will be watching carefully.  It should be noted that only 4 schools in 

San Diego exceeded the lead level. 
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Budgeted (Y/N):   Budgeted amount:   Core __ Choice __ 

Action item amount:   Line item:   

Fiscal Impact (explain if unbudgeted):   

 

 

 Item No. 2 
 
 
 

INFORMATION ITEM 
May 21, 2018 

 
 
TO: Public Affairs & Legislation Committee 
 (Directors Dick, Tamaribuchi, Thomas) 
 
 
FROM: Robert Hunter, General Manager 
 
 Staff Contact:  Tiffany Baca 
 
 
SUBJECT: Overview of MWDOC’s Social Media Activities 
 
 
STAFF RECOMMENDATION 
 
Staff recommends the Public Affairs & Legislation Committee: Receive and file this report. 
 
 
COMMITTEE RECOMMENDATION 
 
Committee recommends (To be determined at Committee Meeting) 
 
 
SUMMARY 
 
It has been a year since MWDOC decided to invest in amplifying its digital platforms, 
utilizing social media and the District’s website, mwdoc.com, to engage a variety of 
audiences on top water issues, in particular the California WaterFix, and current and 
relatable water news, water-use efficiency opportunities, District events, District career and 
contract opportunities, upcoming meetings, and more. With the added investment, the 
District’s digital footprint has grown impressively and MWDOC has fast become an industry 
leader for digital messaging on water related issues. 
 
 
 
A staff presentation will elaborate on the history of this program and highlight 
success of these efforts. 
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 Page 2 
 
ADDITIONAL INFORMATION (MAY STATISTICAL DATA) 
 
 
At the time of this report, MWDOC has 7,821 followers on Facebook, up 913 from the 
previous month. 429,692 total people were reached during the month of April through this 
platform. 367,591 of that total were reached through a $4,500 boosted post effort. 
Facebook post engagements totaled 4,868, up 26% from the previous month.  
 
MWDOC now has 1,678 followers on Twitter. 151,600 total people were reached during 
the month of April on this platform and $750 was spent on Twitter messages. Post 
engagements totaled 1,083.  
 
337 people now follow MWDOC on Instagram.  
 
Analytics from the time period of April 6 through May 14 show mwdoc.com has received 
15,901 page views from 4,960 users. 30% of traffic is “organic” meaning the website has 
been found through a variety of search engines while roughly 22% of traffic has been driven 
by Social Media. 45% of traffic came from users accessing the mwdoc.com url directly.  
 
Additionally, during this period, nearly 80% of visitors to the website have been categorized 
as “new” meaning they have accessed the website directly one time, and 20% are return 
visitors. 70% of visitors view the website via desktop, 24% via mobile device, and 6% 
through tablets. Visitors are coming to the website most often Monday through Friday from 
8am-4pm. 
 
The top most visited web pages for the time period identified in this report are as follows: 
 

 Home page 17% 
 Residental Rebates 10%,  
 WUE landing page 7% 
 Turf Removal 7% 
 Careers 4% 
 Water Awareness Poster Contest 3% 
 Board Meetings 3% 
 OC Friendly Landscapes 3% 
 Smart Sprinkler Timers, About MWDOC, Contact Us, Board of Directors, Drip 

Irrigation Rebates, MWDOC Service Area, RFPs/RFQs, and Water Policy Dinner 
pages make up approximately another 14% of page visits.  
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Budgeted (Y/N):  Y 
Budgeted amount: Directors - $10,800 
                              Staff - $10,800    

Core  X  Choice __ 

Action item amount:  None 
Line item:  11-7155 
                  12-7150 

Fiscal Impact (explain if unbudgeted):   
 

 

 
Item No. 3 

  

 
ACTION ITEM 
June 20, 2018 

 
 
TO: Public Affairs and Legislation Committee 
 (Directors Dick, Tamaribuchi, and Thomas) 
 
 
FROM: Robert Hunter, General Manager   Staff Contact: Heather Baez 
 
SUBJECT: TRAVEL TO WASHINGTON D.C. TO COVER FEDERAL ADVOCACY 

ISSUES 
 
 
STAFF RECOMMENDATION 
 
Staff recommends the Board of Directors receive and file the report.     
 
 
COMMITTEE RECOMMENDATION 
 
Committee recommends (To be determined at Committee Meeting) 
 
REPORT 
 
DIRECTORS 
 
For the third quarter (January-March 2018) of fiscal year 2017-2018, one trip was taken in 
the third quarter.   
 

 January 10-12 – Director Barbre  
 
The following is budgeted for fiscal year 2017/2018 for directors: 
 
Washington D.C. Legislative Budget Travel - $10,800, 6 trips  
 

 Total cost for this quarter: $869.21 (January trip – Director Barbre) 
 Year-to-date spent: $5,120.13 
 Budget remaining: $5,679.87 
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Projecting for the fourth quarter, no trips are scheduled  
 
 
STAFF 
 
For the third quarter (January-March 2018) of fiscal year 2017-2018, one trip was taken. 
 

 January 10-12 – Heather Baez  
 
The following is budgeted for fiscal year 2017/2018 for staff: 
 
Washington D.C. Legislative Travel - $10,800, 6 trips  
 

 Total cost for this quarter: $840.49 (January trip – Heather Baez)  
 Year-to-date spent: $1,723.72 
 Budget remaining: $9,076.28 

 
Projecting for the fourth quarter, no trips are scheduled. 
  
 
The focus of the trips this legislative year will be on the importance of the CA WaterFix 
(federal permits and funding), long term conservation and tax parity water rebate issues 
(turf removal program, et al.), and visits to representative’s offices to update them on issues 
of importance to MWDOC and its member agencies. 
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Budgeted (Y/N):  Yes 
Budgeted amount:  $4,600 – Directors 
                               $10,500 – Staff  

Core  X  Choice __ 

Action item amount:  None 
Line item:  11-7155 
                  12-7150  

Fiscal Impact (explain if unbudgeted):   
 

 

 
Item No. 4 

  

 
ACTION ITEM 
June 20, 2018 

 
 
TO: Public Affairs and Legislation Committee 
 (Directors Dick, Tamaribuchi and Thomas) 
 
 
FROM: Robert Hunter, General Manager 
 
 Staff Contact: Heather Baez 
 
SUBJECT: TRAVEL TO SACRAMENTO TO COVER STATE ADVOCACY ISSUES 
 
 
STAFF RECOMMENDATION 
 
Staff recommends the Board of Directors receive and file the report.     
 
 
COMMITTEE RECOMMENDATION 
 
Committee recommends (To be determined at Committee Meeting) 
 
REPORT 
 
DIRECTORS 
 
For the third quarter (January-March 2018) of fiscal year 2017-2018, no trips were taken.  
 
The following is budgeted for fiscal year 2017/2018 for directors: 
 
Sacramento Legislative Budget Travel - $4,600, 8 trips  
 

 Total cost for this quarter: $0 
 Year-to-date spent: $0 
 Budget remaining: $4,600 

 
Projecting for the fourth quarter no trips are scheduled. 
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STAFF  
 
For the third quarter (January-March 2018) of fiscal year 2017-2018, five trips were taken. 
 

 January 31 – Joe Berg 
 January 31/February 1 – Heather Baez  
 February 9 – Heather Baez 
 March 2 – Heather Baez 
 March 23 – Heather Baez  

 
The following is budgeted for fiscal year 2017/2018 for staff: 
 
Sacramento Legislative Travel - $10,500, 18 trips  
 

 Total cost for this quarter: $2,806.42 
 Year-to-date spent: $4,048.75  
 Budget remaining: $6,451.25 

 
Projecting out for the fourth quarter, 4 trips have been taken/scheduled. 
 

 April 13 – Heather Baez  
 May 4 – Heather Baez  
 June 8 – Heather Baez 
 June 29 – Heather Baez  

 
The focus of trips is “Making Conservation a California Way of Life” legislation (AB 1668/SB 
606), proposed water tax (SB 623 and Budget Trailer Bill language), low income rate 
assistance implementation, water shutoffs (SB 998), and State Water Resources Control 
Board meetings.   
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Budgeted (Y/N):  n/a Budgeted amount:  n/a Core  X  Choice  

Action item amount: None Line item: 

Fiscal Impact (explain if unbudgeted): 

 

 

Item No. 5 
 

 
 
 

INFORMATION ITEM 
May 21, 2018 

 
TO: Board of Directors 
 
FROM: Public Affairs Legislative Committee 
 (Directors Dick, Tamaribuchi and Thomas) 
 
 Robert Hunter    Staff Contact:  Damon Micalizzi 
 General Manager 
 
SUBJECT: RECAP OF APRIL 19TH WATER POLICY DINNER  
 
 
STAFF RECOMMENDATION 
 
Staff recommends the Board of Directors receive and file.    
 
COMMITTEE RECOMMENDATION 
 
Committee recommends (To be determined at Committee Meeting) 
 
REPORT 
 
Nearly 200 people attended the April 19th Water Policy Dinner featuring Department of 
Water Resources Director, Karla Nemeth at the Great Wolf Lodge in Garden Grove. 
 
Nemeth’s visit to Orange County came a little more than a week after the historic vote by 
the Metropolitan Water District of Southern California (MWD) to finance the bulk of the 
California WaterFix. Nemeth thanked Orange County for its leadership in supporting the 
generational project, while touting the need for additional investment in water infrastructure 
across the State and the need for continued efforts to conserve. 
 
Anticipated revenues for the event are $14,721.57.  Anticipated expenses are $14,070.48. 
These numbers are preliminary and show a net revenue of $651.09. 
 
The next MWDOC Water Policy Dinner will tentatively be in September. 
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Budgeted (Y/N):  n/a Budgeted amount:  n/a Core  X  Choice  

Action item amount: None Line item: 

Fiscal Impact (explain if unbudgeted): 

 

 

Item No. 6 
 

 
 
 

INFORMATION ITEM 
May 21, 2018 

 
TO: Board of Directors 
 
FROM: Public Affairs Legislative Committee 
 (Directors Dick, Tamaribuchi and Thomas) 
 
 Robert Hunter    Staff Contact:  Damon Micalizzi 
 General Manager 
 
SUBJECT: UPDATE ON 2018 OC WATER SUMMIT  
 
 
STAFF RECOMMENDATION 
 
Staff recommends the Board of Directors receive and file.    
 
COMMITTEE RECOMMENDATION 
 
Committee recommends (To be determined at Committee Meeting) 
 
REPORT 
 
Staff is putting the finishing touches on the program for the 2018 OC Water Summit - 
Water, What’s Behind the Magic. Table sponsors and individuals continue to RSVP with 
more than 225 attendees registered at the time of this report.  
 
Staff continues to reach out to sponsors to underwrite the cost of the Summit. The preliminary 
budget for the 2018 event is $79,950. The committee intends to underwrite the entire cost of the 
event through sponsorships. 
 
Commissioner of the US Bureau of Reclamation, Brenda Burman, will serve as the Keynote 
Speaker with NBC 4 Weathercaster Fritz Coleman providing color commentary as Emcee 
and a video ‘California Water Forecast’.  
 
Other confirmed speakers and presenters include: 

 Senator Bill Monning, Author of SB 623 (Possibly via Skype) 
 Jon Coupal, President of Howard Jarvis Taxpayers Association, who will 

discuss SB 623. 
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 Paul Jones, General Manager, Eastern Municipal Water District, who will 
discuss AB 2050.  

 Rob Hartman former Chief Hydrologist, CA/Nevada River Forecast Center 
 David Rose, Chief Counsel for the State Water Resources Control Board who 

will present on the growing influence of the State Water Resources Control 
Board over local water providers.  

 Panelists Marc Marcantonio, General Manager of Yorba Linda Water District 
and Kurt Schwabe, Adjunct Fellow of the Public Policy Institute of California 
who will discuss the unintended consequences of water conservation.  

 Chris “Maven” Austin, Author of Maven’s Notebook 
 
The eleventh Annual OC Water Summit will be again held at the Disneyland Grand 
Californian Hotel on June 1st, 2018 
 
The Summit committee meeting dates are: 

 Dark in May – staff meeting(s) only unless something unexpected occurs 
 Monday, June 25, 2018, 8:30 am (Post event wrap-up meeting). 
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Budgeted (Y/N): Y  Budgeted amount:  10,000 Core __ Choice __ 

Action item amount:   Line item:  32-7670 

Fiscal Impact (explain if unbudgeted):   

 

 

 Item No. 7 
 
 
 

INFORMATION ITEM 
May 21, 2018 

 
 
TO: Public Affairs & Legislation Committee 
 (Directors Dick, Tamaribuchi, Thomas) 
 
 
FROM: Robert Hunter, General Manager 
 
 Staff Contact:  Tiffany Baca 
 
 
SUBJECT: 2018 Wyland National Mayor’s Challenge 
 
 
STAFF RECOMMENDATION 
 
Staff recommends the Public Affairs & Legislation Committee: Receive and file the report. 
 
 
COMMITTEE RECOMMENDATION 
 
Committee recommends (To be determined at Committee Meeting) 
 
 
DETAILED REPORT 
 
During the month of April, cities across the U.S. took part in the 7th Annual Wyland National 
Mayor’s Challenge for Water Conservation. Nationwide, cities compete within five 
population categories to win the title of most water-wise city in the nation. Residents 
participate by completing a series of online pledges which outline water-efficient goals that 
encourage positive changes in consumer behaviors. Contest winners for the five population 
categories will be announced by the Wyland Foundation on May 21, 2018.    
 
Additionally, as part of the MWDOC-Wyland partnership established in 2017, an Orange 
County breakaway contest has been developed and a water-wise demonstration garden will 
be awarded to the highest participating Orange County city within the MWDOC service 
area. The breakaway contest winner will be announced on May 25, 2018. Staff will prepare 
and distribute a news release announcing the breakaway contest winning city, as well as 
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distribute a series of congratulatory social media posts and an eCurrents newsletter public 
notification. 
 
To assist MWDOC member agencies with their participation and success in the national 
contest as well as in the MWDOC-Wyland Orange County breakaway contest, staff 
prepared a media kit which included tips for success, a news release template, and sample 
social media posts. 
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Budgeted (Y/N):  Budgeted amount:   Core X Choice X 

Action item amount:   Line item:   

Fiscal Impact (explain if unbudgeted):   

Item No. 8 

INFORMATION ITEM 
May 21, 2018 

TO: Public Affairs & Legislation Committee 
(Directors Dick, Tamaribuchi, Thomas) 

FROM: Robert Hunter, General Manager 

Staff Contact:  Sarah Wilson 

SUBJECT: Education Program Update 

STAFF RECOMMENDATION 

Staff recommends the Public Affairs & Legislation Committee: Receive and file this report. 

COMMITTEE RECOMMENDATION 

Committee recommends (To be determined at Committee Meeting) 

DETAILED REPORT 

Contractors for the Municipal Water District of Orange County’s (MWDOC) education 
programs continue to book classes for the current school year. Both Discovery Science 
Center (DSC) and Inside the Outdoors (ITO) are confident they will reach their contracted 
student totals this year. 

The following reports are included here: Elementary School Assemblies for April 2018, 
Elementary Education Student Counts Chart, and the “What About Water” High School 
Program report. 
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Agency High School 1st Visit - student 
1st Visit 

Enrollment
2nd Visit - student 

2nd Visit 

Enrollment
School Expo

Expo School 

Enrollment
Total Students Notes

Anaheim Anaheim High School 10/23/17 71 11/17/17 72 1/31/18 2,896 3,039 Expo- Lunchtime

City of Brea Brea Olinda High School 5/22/18 5/29/18 6/5/18 0 Expo- Lunchtime

City of Buena Park Buena Park High School 2/8/18 139 3/1/18 136 4/6/18 1,900 2,175

City of Fountain Valley Fountain Valley High School 0 FVHS, Los Amigos, then Harbor

City of Huntington Beach Edison High School 11/27/17 52 1/10/18 37 tbd 89

City of San Clemente San Clemente High School 4/30/18 158 5/7/18 tbd 158 Expo- Lunchtime

City of San Juan Capistrano
Junipero Serra High School or San 

Juan Hills High School
0

City of Tustin
Tustin High School or Columbus 

Middle School
0

East Orange WD Foothill High School 12/14/17 13 2/27/18 13 3/22/18 2,379 2,405 Expo- Lunchtime

El Toro El Toro High School 3/7/18 147 3/22/18 170 4/18/18 2,436 2,753 Expo-Evening Family Event

Mesa Water Costa Mesa High School 10/16/17 29 1/11/2018* 30 4/12/2018* 1,818 1,877
*Updated dates                                           

Expo- Lunchtime

Moulton Niguel Aliso Niguel High School 0

Moulton Niguel Laguna Hills High School 2/6/18 36 2/20/18 39 tbd 75 Expo-Project Presentation

Moulton Niguel Capistrano Valley High School 0

Moulton Niguel /Santa Margarita WD Mission Viejo High School 2/9/18 53 2/21/18 58 3/9/18 2,407 2,518 Expo-Project Presentation

Santa Ana Santa Ana High School 11/3/17 47 12/13/17 53 2/7/18 2,800 2,900 Expo- Lunchtime

Santa Margarita WD Tesoro High School 4/19/18 30 5/3/18 31 5/14/18 61 Expo- Lunchtime

South Coast WD Dana Hills High School 2/5/18 63 2/26/18 58 tbd 121 Expo- Lunchtime

Total 838 697 16,636 18,171

Teacher Workshops

CUE Conference for Educators 3/15/2018

Water Education Training 5/2/2018

Student Summits

Upper Newport Bay Watershed 

Day of Service and Education
1/13/18 78

Earth Day Beach Clean-

Up/Education Day
4/14/18 57

Mile Square Park Water 

Education Day of Service and 

Education

4/7/18 45

Rancho Soñado Water Education 3/24/18 85

Rancho Soñado Water Education 4/13/18 130

Estancia High School Event 3/16/18 85

Events

Downtown Disney Voice4Water 4/21/18 800

tbd = verbal confirmation, pending calendar dates

What About Water? - Inside the Outdoors School Visits

Year 3 - 2017/2018

5/8/2018
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APRIL  2018 METRICS REPORT - Water Campaign 
 
Water Campaign 

● Goal: Promote discussion and educational activities for regional water conservation and 
water-use efficiency issues. 

 

Facebook 
 
Apr 4th 
Thanks to the teachers and students who either spread the word or participated in our #Voice4Water video 
contest which ended mid-March. Official winners will be announced soon. In the meantime, congrats to 
Tyler Harris, a teacher at Estancia HS in Costa Mesa, who was randomly selected to receive a pair of tickets 
for himself and one of his students. 

Municipal Water District of Orange County 

Media = Photo 

 

Apr 6th 

MY WATER PLEDGE - CLASSROOM EDITION: The Municipal Water District of Orange County is 
partnering with Wyland Foundation for the 2018 National Mayor’s Challenge for Water Conservation to 
award a water-wise pocket park to a winning city in their service area, which includes 28 OC water agencies. 

If you are a teacher, you can pledge on behalf of your class so your students can "learn about the importance 
of our natural resources and engage in a fun classroom activity." 

In addition to discussing the sustainability of water resources, all participating classes are entered into 
drawings for a chance to win $250 gift cards to Staples for classroom supplies. The Classroom Edition 
includes STEM-based lesson plans for teachers, as well. 

To participate, go to: 

www.mywaterpledge.com/students 

Media = Link + Photo of PDF Flyer 

 

 
April 11th 
Have you heard about the California WaterFix in the news? This video explains that: "On average, the total 
volume of water exported from the Delta would be about the same as today." 

It's one small part of our high school water education curriculum. On our first classroom visit, students learn 
about where their water comes from. They explore their own water usage and contemplate ways to 
conserve water. On the second classroom visit, we ask what water issues could be addressed at school or in 
their community. Videos like this one spur research and thoughtful debate amongst students when we ask 
"Is this a good solution?" and then dig deeper with "Why / Why not?" questions. The curriculum culminates 
in a campus wide water expo. Municipal Water District of Orange County 

https://youtu.be/1lblKcVclHA 

Media = Delta Flow Animation Video 
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Apr 18th 
We reference a number of California Education and the Environment Initiative (EEI) lessons for high school 
water-focused programs on our Water Resources page. Each EEI curriculum unit contains a combination of 
teacher, classroom, and student components that are full of engaging lessons & informational texts. 
Municipal Water District of Orange County 

(Photo credit goes to the California Department of Water Resources. Thank you!) 

Liquid Gold: California's Water (Unit Details) http://californiaeei.org/curriculum/unit?unitid=71 

Link to our PDF list of recommended EEI lessons for pre and/or post-trip activities. 
http://ito.ocde.us/…/Docu…/EEI/ITOandEEI_HighSchoolWater.pdf 

Media = Photo + Links 
 
 
Apr 27th 
WATER QUALITY: The Water Education Foundation cites the "biggest source of [water] pollution is us – 
you and me." 

They offer 2 interactive education booklets to teach students grades 4-7 about watersheds & pollution 
prevention. And there's even a board game option! 

Municipal Water District of Orange County 

http://www.watereducation.org/general-informa…/water-quality 

Media = Link  
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Instagram 
Hashtag #ocwatereducation 
https://www.instagram.com/explore/tags/ocwatereducation/ 
 
Thanks to all the teachers and students who either spread the word or participated in our #voice4water 
video contest which ended mid-March. Official winners will be announced soon. In the meantime, congrats 
to Tyler Harris, a teacher at Estancia HS in Costa Mesa, who was randomly selected to receive a pair of 
tickets for himself and one of his students. #ocwatereducation #bewaterwise 
 
“Protecting the Quality of the Rockflower Reservoir” is a case study of a fictitious reservoir and deals with 
the interest-of-a-few vs. the interest-of-many. • Visit our What About Water page to download the PDF 
#lessonplan and student booklet. #ocwatereducation #watereducation #bewaterwise #canva 
 
The Inland Empire Utilities Agency’s (IEUA) 10th Annual Earth Day celebration meant a field trip for local 
schools today. Their free community event on April 19th “promotes environmental awareness to the 
community and provides ways for the community to take action and support environmental stewardship.” 
#cityofchino #wetlands #environmentaleducation #handsonlearning #watereducation 
 
What happens when a rainstorm (squirt bottle with water, in this instance) hits a watershed? It’s an a-ha 
moment when you can actually see the runoff and the pollutants carried with it as it reaches the ocean in our 
model. Then comes a great discussion about ways to prevent this type of pollution from occurring. 
#watershed #watereducation #ocwatereducation #bewaterwise 
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Twitter 
 
Water Originals 
 
Teachers! Pledge on behalf of your class. @MWDOC is partnering with @WylandORG for the 2018 
National Mayor’s Challenge for Water Conservation to award a water-wise pocket park to a winning city in 
their service area, which includes 28 OC water agencies. http://ow.ly/RhkQ30jjy5s  
 
Thanks to the teachers + students who participated in our #Voice4Water video contest (ended mid-March). 
Official winners announced soon. Congrats to Tyler Harris of Estancia HS -- randomly selected to receive a 
pair of tickets for himself and one of his students. @MWDOC 
 
#LessonPlan for #WaterEducation - "Protecting the Quality of the Rockflower Reservoir." Case study of a 
fictitious reservoir + deals with interest-of-a-few vs. interest-of-many. Visit our What About Water page for 
PDF lesson and student booklet. http://ow.ly/Zjm430jsz3h  @MWDOC 
 
We reference a number of @CaEEI lessons for high school water-focused programs. Each EEI curriculum 
unit contains a combo of teacher, classroom, & student components with engaging lessons & informational 
texts. http://ow.ly/c2Pd30jyCMc  #watereducation [ Photo from @CA_DWR ] @MWDOC 
 
WATER QUALITY: The @WaterFdn cites the "biggest source of [water] pollution is us – you and me." 
Interactive education booklets teach students grades 4-7 about watersheds & pollution prevention. There's 
even a board game! http://ow.ly/20Ai30jIRPB  #ocwatereducation @MWDOC 
 

 
Water RTs 
 
RT @NOAAWaterToday 
What color is the ocean? Are there five oceans, or one? Get to know your ocean in this episode of the Ocean 
Today Every Full Moon series, “The Ocean We Love”: 
https://oceantoday.noaa.gov/fullmoon-Knowyourocean/welcome.html … 
 
RT @CAL_FIRE 
Today is California Poppy Day! Did you know that California’s Official State flower is also drought tolerant 
and fire resistant. Plant some poppies and help save water in the process of planting your fire safe 
landscape! http://www.readyforwildfire.org/Fire-Safe-Landscaping/ … 
 
RT @WaterEdFdn 
Two bond measures, worth $13B, aim to aid #flood preparation, #subsidence, #SaltonSea & other #cawater 
needs. Western Water writer Gary Pitzer sifts through the measures to explain what they would fund, who’s 
behind them & how they came together. 
http://www.watereducation.org/western-water/statewide-water-bond-measures-could-have-californians-
doing-double-take-2018 … 
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RT @Surfrider 
For years water quality in San Diego has been tarnished by cross-border releases of untreated sewage. To 
better understand the sources & to protect their local community, @surfridersd partnered with a local high 
school to test water quality at the border. 
http://www.surfrider.org/coastal-blog/entry/students-start-weekly-water-testing-at-san-diego-mexico-bo
rder … 
 
RT @WHOI 
New research led by UC London and WHOI provides evidence that a key cog in the global #ocean 
circulation system hasn’t been running at peak strength since the mid-1800s and is currently at its weakest 
point in the past 1,600 years. @NSF_GEO #NSFfunded http://bit.ly/2qps2bm  
 
RT @MWDOC 
As part of our multi-faceted public education effort, we sponsor the Orange County Boy Scout Council Soil 
& Water Conservation Merit Badge and the Orange County Girl Scouts’ Ambassador-level Water Badge. 
#WaterEducation #MWDOC || Learn More: http://ow.ly/Jdwa30jwa9c  
 
RT @NOAAFish_NEFSC 
Middle school #teachers & #educators: interested in a lesson plan to celebrate #WorldFishMigrationDay? 
Check out our NOEPS plans focusing on #AtlanticSalmon, threats to survival https://bit.ly/2IYrvVE  #NGSS 
#EndangerdSpecies #WFMD2018 
 
RT @TDSIanJames 
10 questions about 11 proposals to save the shrinking Salton Sea: @metzsam wades into complex questions 
about California's largest lake, examining new proposals to import water from the Sea of Cortez 
https://desert.sn/2qDQplL  #CORiver #SaltonSea 
 
RT @BeWaterWise 
The Matilija Poppy, a #CANative perennial, does best in full sun & grows by underground runners - making it 
perfect for planting on hillsides or sloped areas where it can spread. Plus, they are great for table 
arrangements! #CaliforniaNativePlantWeek http://bewaterwise.com  
 
RT @ucanrwater 
The @LAO_CA releases a new report on improving California’s  
forest & watershed management. Recommendations include increasing and improving funding for forest 
health http://bit.ly/2Hrz2z2  #CAwater 
 
RT @mwdh2o 
We’re at Downtown Disney today for #EarthDay! Proud sponsor of the #Voice4Water video contest by 
LEAF (Leaders for Environmental Action Films) along with @MWDOC @ITOFoundation & more. Congrats 
to the winners! https://leafrocks.org/ . 
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RT @EdJoyce 
#California is headed for a future of precipitation extremes. 
 
Study by @UCLA’s @Weather_West & others in @NatureClimate projects a greater number of extremely 
wet/dry events - & potentially catastrophic floods - by end of the century. 
https://www.ioes.ucla.edu/article/study-forecasts-a-severe-climate-future-for-california/ … #cawater 
#CAdrought 
 
RT @mwdh2o 
Want a quick glimpse of one of the most ambitious #CAWater projects in the state's history? Check out this 
#CAWaterFix 101:  
http://www.mwdh2o.com/DocSvcsPubs/WaterFix/assets/mwd_modernizing_the_system-california_waterf
ix_project_implementation_april2018_final.pdf … 
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Public Affairs Activities Report 
April 10, 2018 – May 8, 2018 

 
Member Agency 
Relations 

Public Affairs Staff: 
 Updated the commercial and residential rebate flyers for El Toro Water 

District 
 Created a press release calling attention to the City of Huntington 

Beach Utilities Department’s Neutral Output-Discharge Elimination 
System truck (a truck to eliminate the discharge of water during water 
system flushing) 

 Provided update to WUE Workgroup on Wyland National Mayor’s 
Challenge, Water Awareness Poster Contest, and OC Water Summit 

 Received and organized 862 submissions for annual Water Awareness 
Poster Contest. Selected 40 winners and sent invites to winners and 
families for Awards Ceremony on June 4. Creating voting process for 
selection of grand prize winners 

 
Heather attended the MWDOC Member Agency Managers Meeting and 
provided an update on the upcoming LAFCO election for the special district 
seat.  She also gave a status update on the LAFCO dues restructuring that 
ISDOC is reviewing. 

Community 
Relations 

Public Affairs Staff: 
 Updated website with upcoming community events 
 Provided materials and giveaways for WUE Staff at the H2O for HOAs 

event hosted by Moulton Niguel WD in collaboration with Aliso Viejo, 
Laguna Hills, Laguna Niguel, and Mission Viejo  

 Continued to promote Wyland National Mayor’s Challenge through 
Social Media 

 Attended MET Spring Green Expo in support of Saddleback College 
students receiving World Water Forum Grant for Laguna Beach Pocket 
Park design 

Education Public Affairs Staff: 
 Provided information to El Toro Water District on the High School 

Program Expo 
 Provided information to City of Anaheim on past Elementary school 

participation and upcoming year 
 Provided updated schedule to City of San Clemente for High School 

Program visits 
 Attended Katella High School Film Festival to present award MWDOC 

Voice4Water video contest winner 
 Attended Estancia High School assembly honoring MWDOC 

Voice4Water video contest participants 
 Provided Santa Margarita WD with information on upcoming 

Elementary school visit and CHOICE program overview 
 Attended Girl Scouts of Orange County “Breakfast with the New CEO” 

with Director Schneider  
 Attended Girl Scouts of Orange County Voice for Girls event 
 Met with Boy Scouts of America to meet new Development Director and 

review merit badge objectives 
 Selected and notified 40 winners for the 2018 Poster Contest, voting for 

the grand prize winners is open from 5/10/2018 to 5/17/2018. 
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Media Relations 

 
Public Affairs Staff:  

 Coordinated and participated in radio segment for Water Awareness 
Month at Saddleback College with Director Thomas, Director 
Schneider, and Joe Berg, Director of Water Use Efficiency 

 
Special Projects 

 
Public Affairs Staff: 

 Produced and distributed a letter to Orange County elected officials 
from the OC MET representatives, regarding the MET Decision to 
support the full California WaterFix 

 Staffed a two-day State Water Project and Northern California 
Agriculture Inspection Trip with Director Larry Dick; co-sponsored by 
Western Municipal Water District Director Don Galleano 

 Complied with a public records request regarding the April 19, 2018 
Water Policy Forum and Dinner. 

 Made general updates to the MWDOC website 
 Met with Wyland Foundation, Saddleback Community College, City of 

Laguna Beach, LBCWD, SCWD, & South Laguna Civic Assoc. for 
presentation of updated pocket park design & next steps for Laguna 
Design Review Board 

 
Heather staffed the WACO Planning Meeting and finalized details for the April 
speaker.  Director Dick also attended.   
 
Heather coordinated with Tiffany inviting speakers for the May WACO program. 
 
Heather and Christina Hernandez sent out reminder emails for and staffed the 
ISDOC Quarterly Luncheon featuring speaker Neal Kelly, Orange County 
Registrar of Voters.  Christina and Director Finnegan handled registration and 
check-in. 
 
Heather participated in the interviews for the Executive Assistant position with 
Maribeth Goldsby and Cathy Harris.   
 
Heather staffed the April WACO Meeting featuring guest speaker, Brandon 
Goshi from MET. 

Legislative 
Affairs 

Heather attended the ACWA State Legislative Committee meeting in 
Sacramento.   
 
Heather and Melissa participated in the MET Member Agency Legislative 
Coordinators meetings.   
 
Heather monitored the Water Affordability Symposium coordinated by the State 
Water Resources Control Board.  
 
Heather participated in ACWA’s Water Shutoffs Working Group focused on SB 
998 (Dodd). 

Water Summit Public Affairs Staff: 
 Secured sponsorships 

o Luncheon – 1 
o Program – 1 
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o Associate – 2 
o Table – 12 
o Breakfast – 2 
o Exhibitor – 3 

 Secured additional speakers: 
o David Rose – SWRCB 
o Kurt Schwabe – PPIC 
o Jeff Stephenson – SDCWA 
o Steve Ritchie – SFPUC 
o Paul Jones – EMWD 

 Invited speakers: 
o Deven Upadhyay – MWD 
o Assemblywoman Laura Friedman 

 Attended walk-through at Disney Grand Californian venue to finalize 
event details 
 

Water Policy 
Forum & Dinner 

Public Affairs Staff:  
 Coordinated the April 19th Water Policy Forum & Dinner with Keynote 

Speaker: Karla Nemeth. Approximately 200 in attendance. 

 

Page 129 of 129


	01a Barker
	01b BBK
	01c Lewis
	01d Ackerman
	01e matrix
	01f MET Matrix
	02 Social Media Update
	03 Travel to DC
	04 Travel to Sacramento
	05 Water Policy Dinner
	06 OC Water Summit
	07 Wyland Mayors Challenge Update
	08 Education Program Update
	09 PA Report
	Blank Page
	Blank Page
	Blank Page
	Blank Page
	Blank Page
	Blank Page
	Blank Page
	Blank Page



