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WATER IN SOUTH ORANGE COUNTY 
A CHANGING LANDSCAPE 



OVERVIEW 

• OUR WATER SUPPLY SOURCES 
 

• CURRENT WATER SUPPLY CONDITIONS 
 

• ACTIONS TO IMPROVE OUR WATER SUPPLY 
(QUANTITY AND QUALITY) 
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What’s our Current Condition? 

• California’s water supplies continue to be severely 
depleted (limited snowpack, low reservoir levels) 
 

• Drought conditions have persisted for the last three 
years 
 

• Actions are needed to reduce the harmful impacts 
from the drought as the state heads into several 
months of typically dry conditions 
 

• The duration of the drought is unknown 
 



 





Governor’s Drought Proclamations 

• January 17, 2014: Emergency Drought Declaration 
– Call for 20% reduction in use statewide 

 
 

• April 25, 2014: New Emergency Drought 
Declaration 
– Residents refrain from wasting water (e.g. watering sidewalks) 
– Parks, Sports Fields, Golf Courses reduce potable water use 



What are the Options? 

• Waste less (improve efficiencies) 
 

• Use less (increase conservation) 
 

• Increase local supplies  
– Recycling (reuse) 
– Groundwater 
– Desalination 

• Additional (new) supplies get more expensive 

 



• Life and Health 
• Environment 

Why is this Topic Important ? 
(what is the value of water) 

• Economy 
• Recreation 



Waste = Runoff 

 



A New Water Cycle 
Water Supply 

Water Use 

Water Waste 

Water Reuse 

Water Waste = runoff & pollution 



Actions (What can be done?) 
• Install California Friendly Landscaping 

– Jodie Cook, G3, Green Gardens Group 
 

• Improve Water Use Efficiency 
– Melissa Baum-Haley, Municipal Water District of Orange County 

 

• Increase Recycled Water Use 
– Andrew Kanzler, Water Conservation Analyst, City of San Clemente 

 

• Manage Runoff and Overwatering 
– New Regulations, Ziad Mazboudi, Senior Civil Engineer, City of San Juan Capistrano 

 

– Vector Management, Jared Dever, Director of Communication, OC Vector Control 
District 
 

– Integrated Pest Management, Darren Haver, Director of South Coast REC & UCCE 
Orange 
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