MEETING OF THE
BOARD OF DIRECTORS OF THE
MUNICIPAL WATER DISTRICT OF ORANGE COUNTY
Jointly with the
PUBLIC AFFAIRS AND LEGISLATION COMMITTEE
March 20, 2017, 8:30 a.m.
Conference Room 101
Committee:
Director Tamaribuchi, Chairman
Director Dick
Director Yoo Schneider

Staff: R. Hunter, K. Seckel, J. Volzke,
P. Meszaros, H. Baez

Ex Officio Member: W. Osborne
MWDOC Committee meetings are noticed and held as joint meetings of the Committee and the entire Board
of Directors and all members of the Board of Directors may attend and participate in the discussion. Each
Committee has designated Committee members, and other members of the Board are designated alternate
committee members. If less than a quorum of the full Board is in attendance, the Board meeting will be
adjourned for lack of a quorum and the meeting will proceed as a meeting of the Committee with those
Committee members and alternate members in attendance acting as the Committee.

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION
Public comments on agenda items and items under the jurisdiction of the Committee should be made at
this time.

ITEMS RECEIVED TOO LATE TO BE AGENDIZED - Determine there is a need to take immediate
action on item(s) and that the need for action came to the attention of the District subsequent to the posting of
the Agenda. (Requires a unanimous vote of the Committee)

ITEMS DISTRIBUTED TO THE BOARD LESS THAN 72 HOURS PRIOR TO MEETING -Pursuant to Government Code section 54957.5, non-exempt public records that relate to open session
agenda items and are distributed to a majority of the Board less than seventy-two (72) hours prior to the
meeting will be available for public inspection in the lobby of the District’s business office located at
18700 Ward Street, Fountain Valley, California 92708, during regular business hours. When practical,
these public records will also be made available on the District’s Internet Web site, accessible at
http://www.mwdoc.com.

DISCUSSION ITEMS
1.

LEGISLATIVE ACTIVITIES
a.
Federal Legislative Report (Barker)
b.
State Legislative Report (BBK)
c.
County Legislative Report (Lewis)
d.
Legal and Regulatory Report (Ackerman)
e.
MWDOC Legislative Matrix

2.

UPDATE ON REQUEST FOR MWDOC TO CONVENE A WORKING GROUP TO
OBTAIN FEDERAL FUNDING
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PAL Committee Meeting

3.

March 20, 2017

UPDATE ON THE CALIFORNIA COUNCIL FOR ENVIRONMENTAL AND
ECONOMIC BALANCE (CCEEB) AND THE ASSOCIATION OF METROPOLITAN
WATER AGENCIES (AMWA) MEMBERSHIPS

ACTION ITEM
4.

H.R. 1269 (LAMALFA, R-CA) – SACRAMENTO VALLEY WATER STORAGE AND
RESTORATION ACT

INFORMATION ITEMS (THE FOLLOWING ITEMS ARE FOR INFORMATIONAL PURPOSES ONLY
– BACKGROUND INFORMATION IS INCLUDED IN THE PACKET. DISCUSSION IS NOT
NECESSARY UNLESS REQUESTED BY A DIRECTOR.)

5.

LITTLE HOOVER COMMISSION HEARING ON SPECIAL DISTRICTS

6.

BOY SCOUT MERIT BADGE SPONSORSHIP

7.

EDUCATION REPORT
a.
Elementary
b.
High School

8.

SAN JUAN CAPISTRANO UTILITIES CONSOLIDATION UPDATE

9.

MARCH 30 WATER POLICY DINNER

10.

UPDATE ON WATER SUMMIT PLANNING (JUNE 16, 2017)

11.

OC LAFCO UPDATE

12.

PUBLIC AFFAIRS ACTIVITIES REPORT

OTHER ITEMS
13.

REVIEW ISSUES RELATED TO LEGISLATION, OUTREACH, PUBLIC
INFORMATION ISSUES, AND MET

ADJOURNMENT
NOTE: At the discretion of the Committee, all items appearing on this agenda, whether or not expressly listed
for action, may be deliberated, and may be subject to action by the Committee. On those items designated for
Board action, the Committee reviews the items and makes a recommendation for final action to the full Board
of Directors; final action will be taken by the Board of Directors. Agendas for Committee and Board meetings
may be obtained from the District Secretary. Members of the public are advised that the Board consideration
process includes consideration of each agenda item by one or more Committees indicated on the Board
Action Sheet. Attendance at Committee meetings and the Board meeting considering an item consequently is
advised.
Accommodations for the Disabled. Any person may make a request for a disability-related modification or
accommodation needed for that person to be able to participate in the public meeting by telephoning Maribeth
Goldsby, District Secretary, at (714) 963-3058, or writing to Municipal Water District of Orange County at P.O.
Box 20895, Fountain Valley, CA 92728. Requests must specify the nature of the disability and the type of
accommodation requested. A telephone number or other contact information should be included so that
District staff may discuss appropriate arrangements. Persons requesting a disability-related accommodation
should make the request with adequate time before the meeting for the District to provide the requested
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accommodation.
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JAMES C. BARKER, PC
ATTORNEY AND COUNSELOR AT LAW
FIFTH FLOOR
1050 THOMAS JEFFERSON STREET, NW
WASHINGTON, DC 20007
(202) 293-4064
jimbarker@jcbdc.com
Nicholas Crockett
Alia Cardwell

Municipal Water District of Orange County, California
Washington Update
March 14, 2017
The Trump Administration has largely finished filling out the President’s Cabinet but
due to a “slow walk” or a filibustering process in the US Senate, Senate Democrats are
taking advantage of every opportunity to slow down President Trump’s ability to
appoint key senior political appointees throughout the various federal departments.
The delay in appointing and installing these key appointees, who sign off on a lion’s
share of the work, makes it difficult for the Trump Administration to move forward with
the mechanics of governing at the Federal Department level—regardless of the Federal
Agency. The President is able to hire some 4,000 political appointees, hundreds of
these individuals—and for the most part—the most senior ones—need Senate
Confirmation. Right now, the Trump Administration is approximately one month
behind the schedule of previous Presidents in filling out his Administration. We are
starting to see some improvement in the number of appointees being approved and
installed but the fact that the Democrats have slowed down so many of the President’s
appointees has created a very toxic atmosphere here.
As an example of one of the problems associated with the delay of appointing key
officials throughout the government, President Trump’s “ FY2018 Budget”—for the
budget year that begins on October 1, 2017, is now likely to be released on Thursday,
March 16th and it will lack much of the traditional background materials associated with
a budget. Its release is approximately two to three weeks late.
As a result, the President’s Budget is now being referred to as the “Skinny Budget”. Of
note, it is predicted that the President will increase defense spending by 9% and seek to
reduce decrease discretionary spending by 11 %. Social Security and Medicare
Programs should not be reduced and are likely to see slight inflationary increases.
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Water programs however come out of the discretionary portion of the budget. Both
Scott Pruitt, the EPA Administrator and Ryan Zinke, the Secretary of Interior, have
vowed to fight for their programs and the EPA Administrator has specifically indicated
his desire to maintain strong funding for the State Revolving Loan Fund program and
other water grant programs.
We are monitoring this process closely and plan to support ongoing federal water grant
funding programs and specifically seek Army Corps of Engineers funding in the
Appropriations Process this spring.
Meanwhile, the Congress has still not fully funded the fiscal year that ends on
September 30, 2017. The current funding resolution, called “The Continuing
Resolution” or “CR” expires on April 28th. Congress needs to pass another funding bill
that will carry federal programs through the end of September. For the first seven
months of this fiscal year, federal funding has been held at last year’s levels—so there
are many here who are hopeful that an Omnibus Bill can pass the Congress, with some
inflationary increases—if not, our federal government will likely continue to be funded
at last year’s levels.
Issue Updates:
Clearly the most significant issue debated to date has been the Repeal and Replace of
the Obama Health Care Law. It is not yet clear if the House and Senate Republicans
have the votes to move forward with first phase of the three part Repeal and Replace
process. The CBO just provided a “score” which indicated some 24 million fewer
Americans would be insured under the new GOP Plan.
Other hot button issues that continue to get major Congressional attention include the
Travel Ban and the issues associated with the alleged Russian involvement in the
Presidential Election and most recently, the President’s comments about President
Obama’s “wiretapping” the Trump Tower.
The topic of Tax Reform is widely discussed; but it is widely viewed as an issue that
will be addressed after the Obama Care Repeal and Replace issues are finalized and
after the Appropriations bills for FY2017 have been passed.
President Trump signed an executive order on February 28th calling for the EPA to
overhaul one of the Obama Administration’s most controversial regulations, a rule that
2
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defined the rivers, streams and wetlands protected by the Clean Water Act. The order
starts the process to either review or rescind the “Waters” regulation. This process is
likely take years to resolve.
The Oroville Dam crisis garnered a fair amount of attention here in Washington. Both
the House and the Senate held Congressional Hearings in Washington on water
management issues and touched on the subject of the Oroville Dam nearly failing. The
House in particular is looking into a number of hearings dealing with how Congress can
help facilitate water and hydropower infrastructure projects.
Another issue of great importance to state and local governments deals with Pension
Plan Reforms.
The House of Representatives plans to use the Congressional Review Act (CRA) to
overturn state and local retirement plan rules, which allow government run auto IRA’s
managed by the states and certain municipalities to be exempt from longstanding
accountability measures—which are contained in the ERISA Law. The changes are
aimed at forcing state and local governments to run their pension plans like private
sector plans.
According to the House Majority Leader, California has managed its public pension
system to a $281.5 billion hole. Illinois has a $130 Billion pension debt. Many state
and local government pensions around the country are underfunded. This is considered
a very serious issue to many Congressmen. Look to see some legislation moving in this
area in the coming months.
Successful Washington Luncheon on March 1, 2017
MWDOC, along with other Southern California Water Districts, hosted a water
luncheon for Congressmen and their staffers on March 1st. The following Members of
Congress attended: Reps. Royce, Calvert, Rohrabacher, Correa, Issa, and Lowenthal.
In addition to these Members, there were numerous legislative staffers who attended.
Update on Funding Related Issues for the Municipal Water District of Orange
County:
There is a Funding Scorecard attached to this Report. It provides a listing of current
federal grants available that may be of interest to MWDOC’s Member Agencies at the
present time that works electronically. The Scorecard contains a listing of current
3
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grants and grants that have expired—the purpose of showing the expired grants is to
allow water districts to see what federal grants may be on the horizon based upon last
year’s grants. In many cases, these competitive grants often, but not always repeat, for
the next year.
Items of General Interest

The following article has been provided for your review. It provides an excellent backgrounder on the
Delta Tunnels Issue.

About that $17 Billion Water Project: Delta Tunnels 101
By Lauren Sommer, KQED Science, July 25, 2016
What are the Delta water tunnels?
They’re two, 30-mile water tunnels that would be built in the Sacramento-San Joaquin Delta, east of
the San Francisco Bay Area. Each tunnel would be 40 feet in diameter, larger than the tunnels that
carry BART trains under San Francisco Bay. The project, dubbed “California WaterFix,” would be
buried 150 feet below ground.
What’s the California Delta, again?
It’s a huge, inland estuary where Northern California’s major rivers converge before the water flows
out to San Francisco Bay. It used to be mostly wetlands and marshes, but much of the land was
converted to farming.
Who would get water from the tunnels?
The tunnels would be part of the state’s major water system that serves about 25 million Californians,
from the Bay Area to San Diego. Built more than 50 years ago, the network of reservoirs, canals and
aqueducts stretches hundreds of miles.
It’s designed to fix a tricky problem that state planners ran into a century ago. Most of the rain and
snow falls in Northern California, but most of the state’s population (and many farms) reside in
Central and Southern California.
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Huge underground project would divert water from the Sacramento River for export to Central
and Southern California.
Why Does the Brown Administration want to build them?
The recent drought may have brought water battles to the forefront, but those battles are a perennial
feature of California politics. That’s because the central hub of this water system, the Sacramento-San
Joaquin Delta, is in bad shape.
Water is drawn from the Delta by two massive pumping facilities that can move millions of gallon per
minute. They’re so powerful that they’ve been shown to entrap endangered fish, like Chinook salmon
and Delta smelt. When those species are at greatest risk, regulations require slowing down the pumps,
potentially limiting how much water reaches cities and farms.
The twin tunnels would take water from farther north near the Sacramento River, and deliver it to the
pumping facilities. State officials say that would make the water system more reliable, because the
pumps would be used less, avoiding the impacts on endangered species.
How much would the tunnels cost and who would pay for them?
They aren’t cheap. Construction could cost $14.9 billion. Add in mitigation costs for construction
impacts, operations and maintenance and the tab runs to about $17 billion over 50 years — and that
doesn’t count paying off the bonds that would finance the project.
Ostensibly, it would be paid for by the water agencies that get the water, including urban water
districts in the southern Bay Area and Southern California, as well as agricultural water districts in the
Central Valley. Those agencies would have to raise water rates or possibly property taxes to cover the
cost.
Who is against building the tunnels?
A lot of people. Residents that live in the Sacramento-San Joaquin Delta don’t want a major
construction project in their backyard and are concerned it could affect their water quality.
Some environmental groups say the tunnels, as they’re designed now, could make things worse for
endangered salmon and other fish as too much fresh water is removed from the ecosystem, though
there are other issues as well, like habitat loss and invasive species. Environmentalists say that the
tunnels would simply continue the trend of removing too much fresh water.
So how much water will the tunnels take out of the Delta?
Hmm, good question. State officials have proposed a range of scenarios. At one end of the range, water
users could see more water delivered to them. At the other end, they’d get less, but more would be left
in the ecosystem.
But here’s the hitch: several of the water agencies that would pay to construct the tunnels have said
5
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they can’t justify the costs if there’s a chance they’ll end up with less water.
So, why should I care about this?
California’s water problems aren’t going away. There will be more droughts, more conservation rules
and more challenges ahead, especially with climate change.
The state’s water system, as ambitious as it was a half-century ago, can’t keep up with current (let
alone future) demands. So whether fixing that problem involves massive water tunnels, or simply
finding ways to do more with less water, Californians are going to have to do something.
Who will decide if the tunnels get built?
Now it’s up to state and federal agencies. The State Water Resources Control Board is beginning
hearings to answer two questions: will the tunnels impinge on anyone else’s right to use water and will
they harm endangered species? Those hearings could go on for quite a while, maybe until mid-2017.
State and federal wildlife agencies will look at whether the project will harm endangered salmon and
Delta smelt, as well as other species. And in their review, they will determine how much water the
Delta tunnels can deliver in order to ensure that species don’t go extinct.
That decision could determine whether water agencies are in or out, ultimately deciding the fate of the
project. Oh yeah, and the whole thing is likely to end up in court, no matter what the decision.
What about a public vote? There’s a November ballot measure that would require votes for big
infrastructure projects.
True. If passed, Proposition 53 would require a public vote on projects backed by state-issued revenue
bonds over $2 billion, including this one.
If the bonds to pay for the tunnels are issued by the water agencies, not the state, then a public vote
might not be required under Prop 53. But some analysts say the individual agencies, even banding
together, would have a tough time floating bonds for the project on their own.

Jim Barker 3-14-2017b
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M17AS00007

L17AS00034

NOAA-NMFS-HCPO-2017-2005156

NOAA-NOS-NRPO-2017-2005159

F17AS00096

BOR-DO-17-F011

10

11

12

13

14

15

RECENTLY CLOSED GRANT OPPORTUNITIES

WaterSMART Grants: Small-Scale Water Efficiency Projects for Fiscal Year 2017

Cooperative Endangered Species Conservation Fund

FY 2017 NOAA Coastal Resilience Grants Program

Community-based Restoration Program Coastal and Marine Habitat Restoration Grants

BLM CA Headwaters Forest Reserve Watershed Restoration

BOEM FY 2017 Environmental Studies Program

National Coastal Wetlands Conservation Grant Program

USDA-RUS

DOI-BOR

DOI-FWS

DOC

DOC

DOI-BLM

DOI-MMS

DOI-FWS

Prepared by Barker, P.C.

USDA-RUS

DOC

F17AS00108

9

DOI-BOR

Determining Impacts of Long Term Use of RO Concentrate on Atriplex Species, Soil
Characteristics and Microbial Habitats

DARRP Restoration Implementation Grants

BOR-DO-NOI-015

8

EPA

2017 HEALTHY COMMUNITIES GRANT PROGRAM

DOI-MMS

NOAA-NMFS-HCPO-2017-2005146

EPA-R1-HC-2017

7

BOEM FY 2017 Environmental Studies Program

NSF

DOI-MMS

M17AS00006

6

Environmental Sustainability

DOI-NPS

BOEM FY 2017 Environmental Studies Program

PD-17-7643

5

Land and Water Conservation Fund State and Local Assistance Program

DOI-BOR

M17AS00005

P17AS00112

4

Lower Colorado Region Water Conservation Field Services Program Grant Program for FY 2017

DOI-USGS1

Revolving Fund Program

BOR-LC-17-F003

3

2017 Water Use Data and Research

DOI-BOR

RDRUS-17-RFP

G17AS00032

2

WaterSMART Grants: Water Marketing Strategy Grants for Fiscal Year 2017

AGENCY

Household Water Well Grant Program

BOR-DO-17-F014

1

OPPORTUNITY TITLE*

RDRUS-17-01-HWWS

Program No./
SolicitationNo.

No.

03/06/17

02/09/17

02/06/17

02/06/17

04/27/17

03/17/17

03/15/17

03/23/17

04/24/17

03/20/17

06/30/17

03/23/17

04/07/17

04/03/17

10/20/17

04/28/17

04/03/17

04/18/17

04/19/17

Closed

Closed

Closed

Closed

Open

Open

Open

Open

Open

Open

Open

Open

Open

Open

Open

Open

Open

Open

Open

Deadline STATUS
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Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

Applic.
Available

FY 2017 FUNDING OPPORTUNITIES for MWDOC (updated 3-9-17)

Bay-Delta Restoration Program: CALFED Water Use Efficiency Grants
Land and Water Conservation Fund State and Local Assistance Program
Innovations at the Nexus of Food, Energy and Water Systems
Agricultural Water Conservation and Efficiency Grants
Drought Resiliency Projects for Fiscal Year 2017

BOR-MP-17-F001

P17AS00035

17-530

BOR-MP-17-F002

BOR-DO-17-F010

DOI-BOR

DOI-BOR

NSF

DOI-NPS

DOI-BOR

DOE-GFO

DOI-BOR

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

02/14/17

02/14/17

03/06/17

02/03/17

02/28/17

03/01/17

02/15/17

Closed
Closed

Closed

Closed

Closed

Closed

Closed

Closed
Closed
Closed

Closed

Closed

Closed

Closed

Closed

Closed

Closed

Closed

Closed

Closed

Prepared by Barker, P.C.
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NOTICE : The above list of federal funding opportunities may not represent a complete or exhaustive list of the grants that MWDOC may be eligible for and/or interested in
pursuing. This list is periodically updated and is not intended to be exclusively relied on. This list is intended to be a helpful tool. Federal grants are continually released and
reported across many different platforms. Potential grantees should themselves continually monitor for federal funding opportunities. Hyperlinks for closed grants may expire.

Drought Response Program: Drought Contingency Planning Grants for Fiscal Year 2017
DOI-BOR
Yes
02/14/17
WaterSMART: Water Recycling and Reuse Research under the Title XVI Water Reclamation
BOR-DO-17-F004
DOI-BOR
Yes
02/06/17
and Reuse Program for Fiscal Year 2017
2017 Groundwater and Streamflow Information Program National Ground-Water Monitoring
G17AS00009
DOI-USGS1
Yes
01/27/17
Network
BOR-UC-17-F001
Water Conservation Field Services Program
DOI-BOR
Yes
01/18/17
BOR-DO-17-F012
WaterSMART Grants: Water and Energy Efficiency Grants for Fiscal Year 2017
DOI-BOR
Yes
01/18/17
BOR-LC-17-001
Water Conservation Field Services Program Program
DOI-BOR
Yes
01/23/17
WaterSMART: Development of Feasibility Studies under the Title XVI Water Reclamation and
BOR-DO-17-F003
DOI-BOR
Yes
01/05/17
Reuse Program (FY) 2017
WaterSMART: Title XVI Water Reclamation and Reuse Program Funding for Fiscal Year (FY)
BOR-DO-17-F002
DOI-BOR
Yes
12/15/16
2017
Desalination and Water Purification Research (DWPR) Program Fiscal Year 2017 Pilot Scale
BOR-DO-17-F006
DOI-BOR
Yes
01/12/17
Testing Projects
Desalination and Water Purification Research Program Fiscal Year 2017 Full Scale Testing
BOR-DO-17-F007
DOI-BOR
Yes
01/12/17
Projects
Desalination and Water Purification Research ProgramFiscal Year 2017 Research & Laboratory
BOR-DO-17-F005
DOI-BOR
Yes
01/18/17
Scale Projects
USDA-NRCS-NHQ-CIG-17-01
2017 National Conservation Innovation Grants APF
USDA-NRCS
Yes
01/09/17
G17AS00007
Long Term Resource Monitoring Program FY 2017
DOI-USGS1
Yes
01/15/17
*Please "click" on a particular "Opportunity Title" to access the corresponding solicitation and application, if available, and other relevant information.

Marine and Hydrokinetic Technology Development and Advancement

DE-FOA-0001663

BOR-DO-17-F009

WaterSMART Cooperative Watershed Management Program Phase II Grants for Fiscal Year
2017

BOR-DO-17-F013

FY 2017 FUNDING OPPORTUNITIES for MWDOC (updated 3-9-17)

Memorandum
To:
From:
Date:
Re:

Municipal Water District of Orange County
Syrus Devers, Best Best & Krieger
March 20, 2017
Monthly State Political Report

Permanent Conservation Regulations
There is no new information on what legislation, if any, the administration will pursue, which
virtually guarantees that there will be trailer bill language. This makes the water industry’s effort to
craft alternative language even more important. For this reason, the majority of this month’s report
is devoted to industry’s effort to reach consensus on bill language. The goal is to have language that
has been vetted by the policy committees in circulation before the administration’s trailer bill
language surfaces.
Legislative Update
Over the last six weeks, ACWA has organized and hosted stakeholder meetings covering urban
users, agricultural users, and long-term water use efficiency. The goal was to prepare the industry’s
proposal for meeting the criteria of the long-term conservation regulatory framework. The language
for amendments to the Urban Water Management Plan process have now been approved by the
State Legislative Committee (SLC), and it will go into AB 968. SLC will consider the long-term
water use efficiency language, which is destined for AB 1654, on Friday, March 24th. Both are
summarized below.
Water Conservation bill package:
AB 968 (Rubio). Currently a spot bill. To be used for the ACWA sponsored bill on Urban Water
Management Plan legislation. The following comments, therefore, reflect future amendments.
• Adds new Part 2.56, Section 10609 to Water Code. This would require new annual
reports by urban retail water suppliers to DWR documenting adequacy of supply to meet
demand. If demand will exceed supply, supplier must implement the response that is
appropriate from its Water Shortage Contingency Analysis. During the period a supplier is
implementing any mandatory demand reduction measures, monthly reports to DWR would
be required.
1
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• New language in Section 10632, which addresses Urban Water Shortage Contingency
Analysis in UWMPs, would shift emphasis on “water use reduction” actions by urban water
suppliers to actions that will “balance supply and demand.” Penalty language in this section
would be removed.
• New Section 10613.5 and new provisions in Sections 10631and 10632 provide for
“Emergency Supply” development by urban water suppliers. Suppliers would be able to
include the use of such emergency supplies in their anticipated actions to balance water
supply and demand.
• Section 10631 replaces “multiple dry year” language with “five consecutive dry years”
analysis for water supply reliability, but adds flexibility for a shorter dry year period that
would more severely impact supplies. Water loss quantification requirements are limited to
potable distribution systems.
• A new Section 10658 adds intent language by the Legislature and also appears to include
an express limitation that would prevent future mandatory water cutbacks such as those
imposed by the State Board in recent years: “During a statewide or local drought or water
shortage, an urban water supplier shall not be required to reduce its use or reliance on any
water supply available for its use and identified in its Urban Water Management Plan, or be
required to take additional actions beyond those specified in its water shortage contingency
analysis for the level of shortage that is anticipated in the annual report required by section
10609 or the level of shortage that it is currently experiencing, whichever is greater.”
AB 1654 (Cooper) Currently a spot bill. To become a Rubio bill and be used for ACWA sponsored
long-term water use efficiency legislation. To be amended, pending further discussions, to include:
• Existing Section 10608.4 would include new provisions recognizing “both potable and
nonpotable beneficial use” and “the need for greater investment in water recycling and other
sustainable drought-resilient supplies.” This section also adds a provision recognizing that
water recycling, including application to landscape irrigation, is an efficient and regulated
use of water. New provisions also emphasize local decision-making and assurance that legal
access to water will not be disturbed.
• In Section 10608.12 “Definitions,” the recycled water definition would be amended to
include water supplied for “non-potable uses and recycled water supplied for potable reuse”
as defined in section 13561. This amended definition also drops existing language limiting
what constitutes recycled water.

2
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• New Section 10608.25 requires urban retail water suppliers to include preliminary water
efficiency targets and performance measures for CII water use in their 2020 UWMPs. These
must be adjusted and updated based on growth, changes in irrigable landscape acreage and
other changes affecting water use when the supplier reports its progress in its 2025 UWMP
and later UWMPs.
o This new section would provide for three optional methods to establish retail-level water
efficiency targets. (1) 75% of base per capita daily use, or (2) 55 GPCD residential +
irrigable landscape formula based on existing SBX7-7 standards + a volume tied to new
variance methodologies (NOTE: This does not include CII or water losses in the formula and
has been the method with the most debate about specifics) or (3) 90% of applicable
hydrologic region target.
• New Section 10608.25 would require urban retail water suppliers to meet the preliminary
targets by Dec. 31, 2025, with an “out” for economic or hydrologic conditions beyond
supplier control that makes it impossible. This new section has new reporting provisions. It
requires DWR in consultation with the Urban Stakeholder Committee to develop the
following: (Note: further provisions are included in a new Section 10608.46.)
o Standardized variance methodologies for livestock, swamp coolers, etc.
o Methodology for suppliers to receive credit for landscapes supplied by recycled or
potable reuse water
• New Section 10608.45 calls for a Commercial, Industrial and Industrial water use
efficiency task force to submit a report to the Legislature identifying appropriate performance
measures for these sectors. (This avoids a volumetric target for CII.)
• New Section 10608.47 would require DWR to make its database of validated aerial
imagery and measured irrigable area for all residential and CII areas available to urban retail
water suppliers. (and other related provisions). This includes a provision allowing a water
supplier to use its own database of validated aerial imagery and measured irrigable area
within its service area if the supplier certifies it is of comparable or better quality than
DWR’s database.
• New Section 10608.48 would require DWR to submit a report to the Legislature stating
preliminary water efficiency targets for 2025 for each hydrologic region.

3
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Other bills of interest:
BB&K would like to bring the committee’s attention to the following bills for discussion to
guidance for future recommendations.
SCA 4/SB 231 (Hertzberg): This is the new iteration of the effort to amend Art. X of the State
Constitution to allow water districts to provide demand-based pricing and lifeline water rates.
ACWA agreed to sponsor the bill after Sen. Hertzberg agreed that the provisions in the bill would
be strictly voluntary. The committee may recall from last year that the effort fell apart over the
damaging title and summary language from the Attorney General when the bill included
stormwater. For that reason, the stormwater piece is in a separate bill, SB 231, which would
“clarify” that “sewer” always included stormwater.
AB 474 (E. Garcia). This bill would exempt spent brine solution from the definition of hazardous
waste if transferred to a lined impoundment for dewatering. This is part of a larger effort to address
Salton Sea remediation, which is the top priority for Assm. Garcia. While not directly related to
desalinization, if the process authorized by this bill is successful, it could have indirect benefits in
the debate over desalinization.
AB 574 (Quirk). Eliminates from the definition of potable reuse the terms “indirect” and “direct,”
and replaces those terms with for types of potable reuse: Potable reuse through, 1) groundwater
augmentation, 2) reservoir augmentation, 3) raw water augmentation, and 4) treated water
augmentation. The purpose is to foreclose efforts to impede progress on reuse through opposition
to “direct” reuse by compromising on “indirect” reuse, even though the distinction between the two
may be irrelevant.
AB 869 (Rubio) – Currently a spot bill. To be used for water recycling bill sponsored by
WateReuse. If the effort is successful, this bill may be merged with the ACWA sponsored
legislation.
Administration Update
The crisis at Oroville Dam appears to be consuming the majority of the administration’s resources.
Activity Report
•
•
•

BB&K attended numerous water conservation and long-term efficiency drafting sessions on
behalf of MWDOC.
Sponsored and attended the Inland Empire and Orange County State Legislative Reception
in Sacramento on March 7th.
Attended ACWA’s State Legislative Committee meetings and lobbyist meetings.
4
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The County of Orange Report
l

March 14, 2017
by Lewis Consulting Group

The Blueing of Orange County
In 1990, the Orange County Republican Party was at its zenith, dominating elections
across the county and basking in an electorate that was over 55% GOP. Oh how times
have changed! By early December 2015, that percentage had plummeted and for the
first time the GOP share of the electorate dipped below 40%. The reversal of fortune
has continued and now only 37.5% of Orange County voters choose to be affiliated with
the Grand Old Party.
The political repercussions are plentiful. Of the 23 Congressional Districts across the
country represented by a Republican, but which voted for Hillary Clinton, four are in
Orange County. While these four GOP incumbents: Royce, Issa, Walters and
Rohrabacher will be advantaged by the lower turnout expected in the 2018
gubernatorial cycle, national democrats smell blood and are targeting these districts,
long considered safe republican seats.
Locally, all five members of the non-partisan Board of Supervisors are Republican.
However, in two of the five districts Democrats hold a significant electoral advantage. In
Andrew Do’s 1st Supervisorial District, Democrats now hold a 40,000 registered voter
edge and in Supervisor Nelson’s 4th District, the Democrats edge is now 21,000
registered voters. Supervisor Do eked out a narrow victory last November postponing
the Democrats’ best chance to crack the Hall of Administration all Republican flavor.
However, expect the Democrats to launch a major effort to win the 4th Supervisorial
District in 2018 as Supervisor Nelson faces his term limit.
The blueing of Orange County will have a significant effect on local elections as well as
former Republican strongholds have tipped in favor of Democrats. The party of blue
now enjoys a 15,000 voter edge in Anaheim; a 900 voter edge in Fullerton and a 8,000
vote edge in the City of Irvine.

LAFCO Sets Strategic Planning Meeting
Members of the public are encouraged to attend the upcoming Strategic Planning
Session for Orange County LAFCO - Friday, March 31, 2017 at 9:00 a.m. The
meeting’s location has been changed to the Santa Ana Police Department Community
Room, located at 60 Civic Center Plaza in downtown Santa Ana. Of particular interest
will be dialogue regarding the implementation of SB 1266, a new law giving LAFCO’s
new over-site power regarding JPA’s entered into by counties, cities or special districts
providing municipal services. The definition of municipal services is left to the discretion
of each local LAFCO.
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Losing Bidder Accuses Supervisors

After a tedious and controversial process, the Orange County Board of Supervisors on a
4-1 vote, replaced 20 year airport contractor Signature Flight Support with ACI Jet.
The lucrative contract is for running the general aviation services at the SNA airport
which includes propellor planes and corporate jets.
Usually, losing bidders don’t follow a “scorched earth” path, but not in this case.
Signature Flight Support has retained two powerful law firms, including past FAA
officials, is filing lawsuits and a bid procedure complaint to the FAA.
Signature Flight Support has every right to be keenly disappointed. After answering a
county RFP, staff scores awarded them the highest score out of six competitors. The
eventual winner, ACI Jet, was ranked fifth. However, Supervisors had subsequently
heard from a number of customers that Signature Flight Support overcharged on fuel
prices, a charge Signature Flight Support vehemently denies.
It is not unheard of for Supervisors to utilize their independent judgement and override
staff recommendations. Although in this case, leapfrogging numerous firms to choose
ACI Jet, was more unusual.
Signature Flight Support’s complaint to the FAA centers on two points. First that the
Supervisor’s actions were influenced by campaign contributions and secondly there was
an improper bias towards selecting a local firm like ACI Jet. Orange County Counsel
has advised the Board of Supervisors that the complaint is without merit. However,
should the FAA ultimately rule against the county, they could threaten to withhold
federal airport funds until corrective action is taken.
We are hard pressed to remember a contract process as controversial and drawn out as
this one.

Earthquakes and Droughts - OH MY!
In New England and eastern part of the country, residents have been digging
themselves out of a ferocious snow storm, the worst, in the month of March since 1993.
While they have been buying salt and snow shovels, we have been basking in idyllic
warm weather. But there is a price we pay for living the good life, the knowledge we live
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in a mostly dry climate subject to occasional long spells of drought along with the fear of
living with “THE BIG ONE”.
The most recent prediction model of the United States Geological Survey concludes
that there is a 19% chance of a 6.7 or greater quake occurring on the San Andreas fault
within the next 30 years.
However, a new study by Scripps Institute of Oceanography concludes that two
previous believed separate fault lines, the Newport-Inglewood and the Rose Canyon
faults, are actually one fault separated by three horizontal breaks called stepovers,
which are less than two kilometers wide. The bottom line is there is no increase in
likelihood of a large quake on this fault, but should the “big one” hit, the new potential is
for a quake measuring as high as 7.4 on the Richter scale. In 1933 this fault triggered
the Long Beach earthquake, causing 115 fatalities.

Source - Scripps Institute of Oceanography U.C. San Diego
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Meanwhile, on the “good news” front. . .

Page 19 of 101

ACKERMAN CON SULTING
Legal and Regulatory
March 20, 2017
1. Drought/Rain vs Oysters: The significant rains California has been receiving are good for almost
everyone in the State, except the oyster farmers. The excessive river and land runoff into the ocean has
been delivering water with increased pollutant levels into the water where the oysters are being grown.
In normal years, these farms are closed a few days a year, but this winter one farm was closed over 90
days in just one season. Many of these farms are also downstream or downhill from dairy or poultry
farms. Also, too much fresh water can actually kill oysters or changes their size and taste. Even though
dairy farms are using more animal waste measures to reduce harmful pollutants, the overall level of
even treated waste can be harmful to the oyster crop. The old saying about not eating oysters in
months with “r’s” is not useful anymore. Other factors such as warm weather and excessive storm
runoff now dictate safety concerns.
2. Comeback of El Nino?: Forecasters are predicting more rainfall for California this year. They give a 50%
chance for a significant El Nino which will bring more rain with it. With the Drought Monitor currently
registering at about 8%, this event could surely put us in the positive mode. The weak La Nina we
experienced could happen again. Scientists admit that they do not have a good explanation.
3. Why So Much Rain: Researchers from UC San Diego, UCLA and UC Irvine are working on answers as to
why California has received so much rain this cycle. In a normal year, California gets 10-15 atmospheric
rivers. This season we have seen 30 such rivers and winter is not yet over. These rivers are sometimes
referred to as Pineapple Express storms and no one has a good explanation as to why we are seeing so
many. Usually, there is a high-pressure system hanging off the West Coast that moves many of these
storms north from California to Canada. This season that high pressure system is gone and there is
nothing to divert these storms away from California. That condition also influences El Nino and La Nina
and has disrupted their normal patterns. California does have a history of extreme weather conditions
over time with no good explanation. The scientists do agree that there is insufficient evidence to say
that climate change is responsible for the dramatic increase in atmospheric rivers. They also
acknowledge that the drought is probably over but recognize the problem with the groundwater table
and the difficulty in replenishing those aquifers.
4. Increased Hydropower: Our rainy weather is putting hydropower back in play big time. The extended
drought has reduced our supply of cheap energy but now our heavy rains are turning this around. In a
typical wet year, about 18% of our power comes from hydro and 45% from natural gas. In our prior dry
years, hydro was 6% and natural gas 60%. The difference in both cases is made up from renewable and
out of state sources. It is estimated that the additional costs to ratepayers during the drought years for
electricity is over $2 billion. The advantage of hydro over natural gas is not only price (almost half the
cost) but also less air pollution. This is also important for California’s economy since we have the fourth
highest retail price for electricity in the US.
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5. Salmon Count Low: Even though we have had a very wet winter, the salmon count is substantially
down from prior years, by over 70,000. This is due primarily to the drought conditions we have
experienced for the past four or five years. During those years, the water levels in rivers and reservoirs
have been drastically low and therefore the spawning population was reduced. Many fish were
stranded downstream in various areas due to low water flows and levels. It may take a couple of good
rainy seasons for the fish population to recover.
6. Lake Cachuma Revived: Up until recently, the one area of the State that continued to experience severe
drought was Santa Barbara and in particular Lake Cachuma. The Lake was at historical low levels (7%
capacity) and threatened the entire water supply system for the region. The main reason for the Lake
problem was topography. The Lake is located in the rain shadow area of the mountain range. In normal
conditions, the rain falls on the coastal side of the mountains with nothing left to drop on the other side
where the Lake is located. However, in the past few weeks, the area was slammed with rain and the
Lake is now at 45% capacity and vendors were worrying about their rental boats sinking. In the past, the
Lake has provided about 85% of the areas residential and farming needs. Last September, the Lake was
providing about 3% and the City is about to reopen its closed desal plant.
7. Shasta Gates Open: As a result of the heavy rains, Lake Shasta opened the top gates of the dam for a
test run last month. This was the first such action in over 20 years. The lake rose from 2.7 acre feet to
4.2 acre feet in the last year. At one point the Lake rose 3 feet in 3 days. Shasta being the State’s largest
reservoir wanted to be ready for all contingencies and not become another Oroville incident.
8. Greenland Meltdown: Scientists have been studying the Greenland Ice Sheet, the largest chunk of ice in
the world, for many years. They are trying to explain the increased melting and have made some
interesting discoveries. Historically, the Sheet has been slowly reducing in size as a result of the Sheet
calving, a normal process for ice and glaciers. However, during the last five or so years, there has been
an increased loss of size due to melting instead of calving. This cannot be blamed on increased
temperatures, so they looked for and found other causes. One such cause was the increased growth of
microbes and algae. This was first noted more than 150 years ago by a Finnish-Swedish explorer who
noticed small holes or pockets in the ice that were inhabited by algae or bacteria. These critters were
generally dark in color causing the area to absorb heat and create little pools of water that did not
freeze. This activity has been increased over time making the Sheet less ice and more water and
therefore more susceptible to melting as opposed to calving in nature’s process. The other
phenomenon discovered was the increase of dirt, dust and other airborne particles from far away
factories and wildfires in the ice Sheet. Again, these conditions produced dark particles on the ice which
absorbed heat and produced water conditions as opposed to ice. Again, this leads to more melting
conditions than calving. Also, weather conditions change around the world and impact solar energy,
high and low pressure areas and resulting outcomes as we have seen right here in California.
Topography is also a factor as solar heat reacts differently on ice in flat areas versus the steep angle of
mountain.
9. San Jose Flood: Officials are still investigating the cause of the flooding that occurred near Coyote Creek
in San Jose. The creek has been dry for some time and there was vegetation growing the bed. Normal
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rains had not occurred for many years that would have normally washed out the bed and allowed for
more free flow. There was significant debris in the creek bed but that has not been established as a
primary cause yet. A flood capacity had been established for the Creek at 7400 cubic water per second
before flooding was to occur. But the flooding occurred and the river overflowed at a much lower
number. Notices were not given earlier since the flow rate had not been reached. The City does
acknowledge that communication between departments was not adequate as many folks were stranded
when the flooding occurred. It all started when Santa Clara County’s largest reservoir filled up and
started releasing water into among others Coyote Creek. At this time, the Creek was already being
pushed to its limits due to extensive rain. Local scientists admit they were surprised at how much the
Creek was impacted, eventually cresting at 4 feet above flood state. The water flow rate through all
adjoining water ways was much above expected rates. The study will continue.
10. More Tree Trouble: Harsh wet weather and strong winds are doing more damage to the California tree
population. We have already lost millions of trees because of the extended drought and now our
weather conditions are expanding that number. Trees are in a weakened condition from the drought.
The lack of water has caused the root systems to develop a shallow pattern as opposed to the deep
roots system of healthy trees. The shallow system is more susceptible to fungi and disease further
weakening the trees. Add to this our current saturated soil condition and strong winds and we are
experiencing trees going down in greater numbers. The most impacted varieties are oak, pine and
eucalyptus.
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MWDOC
PAL Committee
Prepared by Best Best & Krieger
March 20, 2017

A. Priority Support/Oppose

AB 18

(Garcia, Eduardo D) California Clean Water, Climate, Coastal Protection, and Outdoor Access For All Act of
2018.
Current Text: Amended: 2/23/2017
Text
Current Analysis: 03/09/2017 Assembly Floor Analysis (text 2/23/2017)
Last Amend: 2/23/2017
Status: 3/8/2017-Coauthors revised.
Is Urgency: Y
Summary: Would enact the California Clean Water, Climate, Coastal Protection, and Outdoor Access For All Act of
2018, which, if approved by the voters, would authorize the issuance of bonds in an amount of $3,105,000,000
pursuant to the State General Obligation Bond Law to finance a clean water, climate, coastal protection, and outdoor
access for all program. This bill contains other related provisions.
Laws: An act to add Chapter 14 (commencing with Section 5880) to Division 5 of the Public Resources Code, relating
to a clean water, climate, coastal protection, and outdoor access for all program, by providing the funds necessary
therefor through an election for the issuance and sale of bonds of the State of California and for the handling and
disposition of those funds, and declaring the urgency thereof, to take effect immediately.
Position

Priority
A. Priority
Out for Analysis
Support/Oppose
Notes 1: More park bond than water bond.
AB 313

(Gray D) Water.
Current Text: Introduced: 2/6/2017
Text
Status: 2/21/2017-Referred to Com. on W.,P., & W.
Is Urgency: N
Summary: Current law establishes the State Water Resources Control Board in the California Environmental
Protection Agency consisting of 5 members appointed by the Governor, including one member required to be an
attorney admitted to practice law in this state who is qualified in the fields of water supply and water rights and one
registered civil engineer under the laws of this state qualified in the fields of water supply and water rights. This bill
would revise the qualifications for the membership to the board by eliminating those requirements for qualification in
the field of water rights.
Laws: An act to add Article 2.5 (commencing with Section 11375) to Chapter 4 of Part 1 of Division 3 of Title 2 of the
Government Code, and to amend, repeal, and add Sections 174, 175, 275, 1055, 1525, and 1552 of, to add Section
123.5 to, to add Article 5 (commencing with Section 191) to Chapter 2 of Division 1 of, to add Article 6 (commencing
with Section 1110) to Chapter 3 of Part 1 of Division 2 of, to add Article 4 (commencing with Section 1130) to
Chapter 4 of Part 1 of Division 2 of, and to repeal Chapter 3 (commencing with Section 1075) and Chapter 4
(commencing with Section 1120) of Part 1 of Division 2 of, the Water Code, relating to water.
Position
Out for Analysis

AB 474

(Garcia, Eduardo D)

Priority
A. Priority
Support/Oppose

Hazardous waste: spent brine solutions.
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Current Text: Introduced: 2/13/2017
Text
Status: 2/27/2017-Referred to Com. on E.S. & T.M.
Is Urgency: N
Summary: Current law exempts from certain requirements of the Hazardous Waste Control Law wastes from the
extraction, beneficiation, or processing of ores and minerals that are not subject to regulation under the federal
Resource Conservation and Recovery Act of 1976, including spent brine solutions used to produce geothermal energy
that meet specified requirements. This bill would exempt spent brine solutions that are byproducts of the treatment of
groundwater to meet California drinking water standards from those same requirements if certain conditions are met,
including that the spent brine solutions are transferred for dewatering via a closed piping system to lined surface
impoundments regulated by the California regional water quality control boards.
Laws: An act to add Section 25143.6 to the Health and Safety Code, relating to hazardous waste.
Position
Out for Analysis

Priority
A. Priority
Support/Oppose

Notes 1: Support recommended
AB 574

(Quirk D) Potable reuse.
Current Text: Introduced: 2/14/2017
Text
Status: 2/27/2017-Referred to Coms. on E.S. & T.M. and W.,P., & W.
Is Urgency: N
Summary: Current law required the State Department of Public Health to develop and adopt uniform water recycling
criteria for surface water augmentation, as defined, by December 31, 2016. Current law defined the terms “direct
potable reuse,” “indirect potable reuse for groundwater recharge,” and “surface water augmentation” for these
purposes. This bill would remove certain references to “direct potable reuse,” “indirect potable reuse for groundwater
recharge,” and “surface water augmentation,” and would instead specify the four different types of potable reuse
projects as “potable reuse through groundwater augmentation,” “potable reuse through reservoir augmentation,” “
potable reuse through raw water augmentation,” and “potable reuse through treated water augmentation.”
Laws: An act to amend Sections 13560 and 13561 of, to amend the heading of Chapter 7.3 (commencing with Section
13560) of Division 7 of, and to add Section 13561.2 to, the Water Code, relating to water.
Position
Out for Analysis

AB 732

Priority
A. Priority
Support/Oppose

(Frazier D) Delta Flood Protection Fund.
Current Text: Introduced: 2/15/2017
Text
Status: 2/16/2017-From printer. May be heard in committee March 18.
Is Urgency: N
Summary: Current law established the Delta Flood Protection Fund in the State Treasury and states the intent of the
Legislature to annually appropriate specified amounts of money in the fund to the Department of Water Resources
for delta levee maintenance and delta flood protection projects. Current law abolished the Delta Flood Protection
Fund on July 1, 2010.This bill would repeal obsolete provisions establishing the Delta Flood Protection Fund and
would make conforming changes to current law.
Laws: An act to amend Section 12929.12 of, to amend and renumber the heading of Chapter 1.5 (commencing with
Section 12306) of Part 4.8 of Division 6 of, and to repeal Chapter 1 (commencing with Section 12300) of Part 4.8 of
Division 6 of, the Water Code, relating to water.
Position

Priority
A. Priority
Watch
Support/Oppose
Notes 1: Although a spot bill at this time, this is a priority watch bill due to the author's past history of opposing the
WaterFix.
AB 791

(Frazier D) Sacramento-San Joaquin Delta: State Water Project and federal Central Valley Project: new
conveyance facility.
Current Text: Introduced: 2/15/2017
Text
Status: 2/16/2017-From printer. May be heard in committee March 18.
Is Urgency: N
Summary: The Sacramento-San Joaquin Delta Reform Act of 2009 prohibits construction of a new Delta conveyance
facility from being initiated until the persons or entities that contract to receive water from the State Water Project
and the federal Central Valley Project or a joint powers authority representing those entities have made arrangements
or entered into contracts to pay for certain costs required for the construction, operation, and maintenance of the
facility and full mitigation of property tax or assessments levied for land used in the construction, location,
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mitigation, or operation of the facility. This bill would make nonsubstantive changes in these provisions.
Laws: An act to amend Section 85089 of the Water Code, relating to the Sacramento-San Joaquin Delta.
Position

Priority
A. Priority
Watch
Support/Oppose
Notes 1: Spot bill--but priority watch due to author's past opposition to WaterFix.
AB 792

(Frazier D) Sacramento-San Joaquin Delta: State Water Project and federal Central Valley Project: change in the
point of diversion.
Current Text: Introduced: 2/15/2017
Text
Status: 2/16/2017-From printer. May be heard in committee March 18.
Is Urgency: N
Summary: Under the Sacramento-San Joaquin Delta Reform Act of 2009, until the State Water Resources Control
Board issues an order approving a change in the point of diversion of the State Water Project and the federal Central
Valley Project from the southern Delta to a certain point on the Sacramento River, the Department of Water
Resources is prohibited from commencing construction of any diversion, conveyance, or other facility necessary to
divert and convey water pursuant to the change in the point of diversion. This bill would make a nonsubstantive
change in these provisions.
Laws: An act to amend Section 85088 of the Water Code, relating to the Sacramento-San Joaquin Delta.
Position

Priority
A. Priority
Watch
Support/Oppose
Notes 1: Spot bill--priority watch due to author's past opposition to WaterFix.
AB 968

(Rubio D) Urban water management planning.
Current Text: Introduced: 2/16/2017
Text
Status: 2/17/2017-From printer. May be heard in committee March 19.
Is Urgency: N
Summary: Current law, the Urban Water Management Planning Act, requires every public and private urban water
supplier that directly or indirectly provides water for municipal purposes to prepare and adopt an urban water
management plan and to update its plan once every 5 years on or before December 31 in years ending in 5 and zero,
except as specified.This bill would make nonsubstantive changes in these provisions.
Laws: An act to amend Section 10610 of the Water Code, relating to water.
Position

Priority
A. Priority
Watch
Support/Oppose
Notes 1: Vehicle for ACWA's UWMP proposal.
AB 1654

(Cooper D) Water conservation.
Current Text: Introduced: 2/17/2017
Text
Status: 2/19/2017-From printer. May be heard in committee March 21.
Is Urgency: N
Summary: Current law requires the state to achieve a 20% reduction in urban per capita water use in California by
December 31, 2020. Current law requires agricultural water suppliers to prepare and adopt agricultural water
management plans with specified components on or before December 31, 2012, and to update those plans on or
before December 31, 2015, and on or before December 31 every 5 years thereafter. Current law sets forth various
findings and declarations related to water conservation.This bill would make a nonsubstantive change in those
findings and declarations.
Laws: An act to amend Section 10608 of the Water Code, relating to water.
Position

Priority
A. Priority
Watch
Support/Oppose
Notes 1: Rubio to take over. Vehicle for ACWA's long-term conservation framework legislation.
SB 5

(De León D) California Drought, Water, Parks, Climate, Coastal Protection, and Outdoor Access For All Act of
2018.
Current Text: Amended: 2/23/2017
Text
Current Analysis: 03/03/2017 Senate Natural Resources And Water (text 2/23/2017)
Last Amend: 2/23/2017
Status: 3/7/2017-VOTE: Do pass as amended, but first amend, and re-refer to the Committee on [Governance and
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Finance]
Is Urgency: Y
Summary: Would enact the California Drought, Water, Parks, Climate, Coastal Protection, and Outdoor Access For
All Act of 2018, which, if approved by the voters, would authorize the issuance of bonds in an amount of
$3,500,000,000 pursuant to the State General Obligation Bond Law to finance a drought, water, parks, climate,
coastal protection, and outdoor access for all program. This bill contains other related provisions.
Laws: An act to add Division 45 (commencing with Section 80000) to the Public Resources Code, relating to a
drought, water, parks, climate, coastal protection, and outdoor access for all program, by providing the funds
necessary therefor through an election for the issuance and sale of bonds of the State of California and for the
handling and disposition of those funds, and declaring the urgency thereof, to take effect immediately.
Position

Priority
A. Priority
Out for Analysis
Support/Oppose
Notes 1: Really more of a park bond than a water bond at this point.
SB 778

(Hertzberg D) Safe drinking water.
Current Text: Introduced: 2/17/2017
Text
Status: 3/9/2017-Referred to Com. on RLS.
Is Urgency: N
Summary: Under current law, it is the policy of the state that every human being has the right to safe, clean,
affordable, and accessible water adequate for human consumption, cooking, and sanitary purposes.This bill would
declare the intent of the Legislature to enact subsequent legislation that would impose a charge, moneys from which
would assist the state in providing safe drinking water to the residents of California.
Laws: An act relating to drinking water.
Position

Priority
A. Priority
Watch
Support/Oppose
Notes 1: Flagged for possible vehicle for public goods charge.
SCA 4

(Hertzberg D) Water conservation.
Current Text: Introduced: 2/2/2017
Text
Status: 2/16/2017-Referred to Com. on RLS.
Is Urgency:
Summary: The California Constitution requires that the water resources of the state be put to beneficial use to the
fullest extent of which they are capable and that the waste or unreasonable use or unreasonable method of use of
water be prevented.This measure would declare the intent of the Legislature to amend the California Constitution to
provide a program that would ensure that affordable water is available to all Californians and to ensure that water
conservation is given a permanent role in California’s future.
Laws: A resolution to propose to the people of the State of California an amendment to the Constitution of the State,
by adding Article X C thereto, relating to water.
Position

Priority
A. Priority
Watch
Support/Oppose
Notes 1: This is a spot bill. It's marked as a priority due to the subject matter.

B. Watch

AB 196

(Bigelow R) Greenhouse Gas Reduction Fund: water supply and wastewater systems.
Current Text: Amended: 3/6/2017
Text
Last Amend: 3/6/2017
Status: 3/7/2017-Re-referred to Com. on W.,P., & W.
Is Urgency: N
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Summary: Current law requires moneys from the Greenhouse Gas Reduction Fund to be allocated for the purpose of
reducing greenhouse gas emissions in this state and satisfying other purposes. Current law authorizes specified
investments, including water use and supply, if the investment furthers the regulatory purposes of the California
Global Warming Solutions Act of 2006 and is consistent with law. This bill would authorize the use of the moneys in
the fund for electric pump efficiency, water and wastewater systems, pump and pump motor efficiency improvements,
and drinking water transmission and distribution systems’ water loss if the investment furthers the regulatory
purposes of the act and is consistent with law.
Laws: An act to amend Section 39712 of the Health and Safety Code, relating to greenhouse gases.
Position
Watch
AB 277

(Mathis R) Water and Wastewater Loan and Grant Program.
Current Text: Amended: 3/13/2017
Text
Last Amend: 3/13/2017
Status: 3/13/2017-From committee chair, with author's amendments: Amend, and re-refer to Com. on W.,P., & W.
Read second time and amended.
Is Urgency: N
Summary: Would, to the extent funding is made available, authorize the State Water Resources Control Board to
establish the Water and Wastewater Loan and Grant Program to provide funding to eligible applicants for specified
purposes relating to drinking water and wastewater treatment. This bill would authorize a county or qualified
nonprofit organization to apply to the board for a grant to award loans or grants, or both, to an eligible applicant.
The bill would authorize the board to use a funding source that is authorized for and consistent with the purposes of
the program.
Laws: An act to add Chapter 6.6 (commencing with Section 13486) to Division 7 of the Water Code, relating to water.
Position
Watch

AB 464

Priority
B. Watch

(Frazier D) Sacramento-San Joaquin Delta: financing.
Current Text: Introduced: 2/15/2017
Text
Status: 3/2/2017-Referred to Com. on W.,P., & W.
Is Urgency: N
Summary: Would declare it to be state policy that the natural state of the Sacramento-San Joaquin Delta is
recognized and defined as an integral component of California’s water infrastructure. The bill would state that the
maintenance and repair of the Delta are eligible for the same forms of financing as other water collection and
treatment infrastructure and would specify the maintenance and repair activities that are eligible are limited to
certain cleanup and abatement-related restoration and conservation activities.
Laws: An act to add Section 108.7 to the Water Code, relating to water.
Position
Out for Analysis

AB 885

Priority
B. Watch

(Gallagher R) Local government reorganization.
Current Text: Introduced: 2/13/2017
Text
Status: 2/27/2017-Referred to Com. on L. GOV.
Is Urgency: N
Summary: Under the Cortese-Knox-Hertzberg Local Government Reorganization Act of 2000, current law requires
that an applicant seeking a change of organization or reorganization submit a plan for providing services within the
affected territory that includes, among other requirements, an enumeration and description of the services to be
extended to the affected territory and an indication of when those services can feasibly be extended. This bill would
specify that the plan is required to also include specific information regarding services currently provided to the
affected territory, as applicable, and make related changes.
Laws: An act to amend Section 56653 of the Government Code, relating to local government.
Position
Watch

AB 793

Priority
B. Watch

Priority
B. Watch

(Rubio D) Pupil health: drinking water: lead.
Current Text: Introduced: 2/16/2017
Text
Status: 3/2/2017-Referred to Coms. on ED. and E.S. & T.M.
Is Urgency: N
Summary: Would require a public or private school to ensure that drinking water is provided at the school that meets
the United States Environmental Protection Agency drinking water standards for lead. The bill would require a
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public or private school, on or before February 1, 2018, to request water quality testing, including lead testing, from
the State Water Resources Control Board, and would require the state board to perform or provide for the
performance of the requested testing on or before November 1, 2019.
Laws: An act to add Section 32247 to the Education Code, relating to pupil health.
Position
Watch
AB 1323

Priority
B. Watch

(Weber D) Sustainable water use and demand reduction: stakeholder workgroup.
Current Text: Introduced: 2/17/2017
Text
Status: 3/13/2017-Referred to Com. on W.,P., & W.
Is Urgency: N
Summary: Would require the Department of Water Resources to convene a stakeholder workgroup with prescribed
representatives invited to participate, including, among others, representatives of the department and the State Water
Resources Control Board, no later than February 1, 2018. The bill would require the stakeholder workgroup to
develop, evaluate, and recommend proposals for establishing new water use targets for urban water suppliers and to
examine and report to the Governor and the Legislature by December 31, 2018, as specified.
Laws: An act to add and repeal Section 10608.9 of the Water Code, relating to water.
Position
Priority
Out for Analysis
B. Watch
Notes 1: This may duplicate the stakeholder process that was just completed for the long-term conservation
framework. Unsure at this time if that's good or bad.

AB 1369

(Gray D) Water quality and storage.
Current Text: Introduced: 2/17/2017
Text
Status: 2/19/2017-From printer. May be heard in committee March 21.
Is Urgency: N
Summary: Current law requires all moneys, except for fines and penalties, collected by the State Air Resources Board
from the auction or sale of allowances as part of a market-based compliance mechanism relative to reduction of
greenhouse gas emissions to be deposited in the Greenhouse Gas Reduction Fund. This bill would require the
Department of Water Resources to increase statewide water storage capacity by 25% by January 1, 2025, and 50% by
January 1, 2050, as specified.
Laws: An act to amend Section 39719 of the Health and Safety Code, and to add Section 13145.5 to, and to add
Chapter 4.5 (commencing with Section 430) to Division 1 of, the Water Code, relating to water, and making an
appropriation therefor.
Position
Out for Analysis

AB 1605

(Caballero D) Maximum contaminant levels: nitrate: replacement water.
Current Text: Introduced: 2/17/2017
Text
Status: 2/19/2017-From printer. May be heard in committee March 21.
Is Urgency:
Summary: Would deem a person that causes or permits, or threatens to cause or permit, any waste to be discharged
that contributes to the exceedance of the maximum contaminant level for nitrate in drinking water to not have caused
pollution or a nuisance or to not be liable for negligence or trespass, as specified, if the person or entity takes certain
actions relating to replacement water until the maximum contaminant level for nitrate is no longer exceeded.
Laws: An act to add Chapter 5.1 (commencing with Section 13366) to Division 7 of the Water Code, relating to water
quality.
Position
Out for Analysis

SB 80

Priority
B. Watch

Priority
B. Watch

(Wieckowski D) California Environmental Quality Act: notices.
Current Text: Amended: 2/14/2017
Text
Last Amend: 2/14/2017
Status: 3/9/2017-Set for hearing March 29.
Is Urgency: N
Summary: The California Environmental Quality Act requires the lead agency to mail certain notices to persons who
have filed a written request for notices. The act provides that if the agencys offer to provide the notices by email, upon
filing a written request for notices, a person may request that the notices be provided to him or her by email. This bill
would require the lead agency to post those notices on the agency’s Internet Web site. The bill would require the
agency to offer to provide those notices by email. Because this bill would increase the level of service provided by a
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local agency, this bill would impose a state-mandated local program.
Laws: An act to amend Sections 21092.2, 21092.3, 21108, and 21152 of the Public Resources Code, relating to
environmental quality.
Position
Out for Analysis
SB 146

(Wilk R) Water resources: permit to appropriate: application procedure.
Current Text: Amended: 2/17/2017
Text
Last Amend: 2/17/2017
Status: 3/7/2017-Set for hearing March 28.
Is Urgency: N
Summary: Current law allows interested persons to file a written protest with regard to an application to appropriate
water and requires the protestant to set forth the objections to the application. Current law declares that no hearing is
necessary to issue a permit in connection with an unprotested application, or if the undisputed facts support the
issuance of the permit and there is no disputed issue of material fact, unless the board elects to hold a hearing. This
bill, if the State Water Resources Control Board has not rendered a final determination on an application for a permit
to appropriate water within 25 years from the date the application was filed, would require the board to issue a notice
and provide an opportunity for protests before rendering a final determination, with specified exceptions.
Laws: An act to add Section 1305 to the Water Code, relating to water resources.
Position
Watch
Notes 1: ACWA opposed

SB 210

Priority
B. Watch

(Jackson D) California Environmental Quality Act: baseline conditions.
Current Text: Introduced: 2/2/2017
Text
Status: 2/16/2017-Referred to Com. on EQ.
Is Urgency: N
Summary: Would prohibit the lead agency, in determining the baseline physical conditions by which a lead agency
determines whether a project has a significant effect on the environment, from considering the effects of certain
actions on the environment.
Laws: An act to amend Sections 21080, 21100, and 21151 of the Public Resources Code, relating to environmental
quality.
Position
Out for Analysis

SB 231

Priority
B. Watch

(Leyva D) Pupil health: drinking water.
Current Text: Introduced: 2/1/2017
Text
Current Analysis: 03/08/2017 Senate Education (text 2/1/2017)
Status: 3/8/2017-VOTE: Do pass as amended, but first amend, and re-refer to the Committee on [Environmental
Quality]
Is Urgency: N
Summary: Would require a school district that has drinking water sources with drinking water that does not meet the
United States Environmental Protection Agency drinking water standards for lead or any other contaminant to close
access to those drinking water sources, to provide alternative drinking water sources, as specified, and to notify
specified persons if the school district is required to provide those alternative drinking water sources. By imposing
additional duties on pupil schools and school districts, this bill would impose a state-mandated local program.
Laws: An act to add Section 32246 to, and to add Article 13 (commencing with Section 49580) to Chapter 9 of Part 27
of Division 4 of Title 2 of, the Education Code, and to amend Section 116276 of the Health and Safety Code, relating
to public health.
Position

SB 224

Priority
B. Watch

Priority
B. Watch

(Hertzberg D) Local government: fees and charges.
Current Text: Introduced: 2/2/2017
Text
Status: 3/8/2017-Set for hearing April 5.
Is Urgency: N
Summary: Articles XIIIC and XIIID of the California Constitution generally require that assessments, fees, and
charges be submitted to property owners for approval or rejection after the provision of written notice and the holding
of a public hearing. Current law, the Proposition 218 Omnibus Implementation Act, prescribes specific procedures
and parameters for local jurisdictions to comply with Articles XIIIC and XIIID of the California Constitution and
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defines terms for these purposes. This bill would define the term “sewer” for these purposes. The bill would also make
findings and declarations relating to the definition of the term “sewer” for these purposes.
Laws: An act to amend Section 53750 of, and to add Section 53751 to, the Government Code, relating to local
government finance.
Position
Watch
SB 252

Priority
B. Watch

(Dodd D) Water wells.
Current Text: Amended: 3/13/2017
Text
Last Amend: 3/13/2017
Status: 3/13/2017-From committee with author's amendments. Read second time and amended. Re-referred to Com.
on N.R. & W.
Is Urgency: N
Summary: Current provisions of the California Constitution declare the policy that the water resources of the state be
put to beneficial use to the fullest extent of which they are capable, that the waste or unreasonable use or
unreasonable method of use of water be prevented, and that the conservation of these waters is to be exercised with a
view to the reasonable and beneficial use of the waters in the interest of the people and for the public welfare.
Current law establishes various state water policies, including the policy that the use of water for domestic purposes is
the highest use of water. This bill would require, in an action alleging liability for interference with a well used
primarily for domestic use, reasonableness of each party’s beneficial use of water to be determined through
consideration of specified factors.
Laws: An act to amend Section 13751 of, to add Sections 106.1 and 10729.4 to, and to add Article 5 (commencing
with Section 13807) to Chapter 10 of Division 7 of, the Water Code, relating to groundwater.
Position
Out for Analysis

SB 623

(Monning D) Safe and Affordable Drinking Water Fund.
Current Text: Introduced: 2/17/2017
Text
Status: 3/2/2017-Referred to Com. on EQ.
Is Urgency: N
Summary: Current law, the California Safe Drinking Water Act, requires the State Water Resources Control Board
to administer provisions relating to the regulation of drinking water to protect public health.This bill would establish
the Safe and Affordable Drinking Water Fund in the State Treasury and would provide that moneys in the fund are
continuously appropriated to the board. By creating a new continuously appropriated fund, this bill would make an
appropriation.
Laws: An act to add Chapter 4.6 (commencing with Section 116765) to Part 12 of Division 104 of the Health and
Safety Code, relating to drinking water, and making an appropriation therefor.
Position
Out for Analysis

SB 740

Priority
B. Watch

Priority
B. Watch

(Wiener D) Onsite treated water.
Current Text: Introduced: 2/17/2017
Text
Status: 3/9/2017-Referred to Com. on EQ.
Is Urgency: N
Summary: Would require the State Water Resources Control Board, in consultation with other state agencies, to
adopt regulations, as specified, for a comprehensive risk-based framework to assist local jurisdictions in developing a
program for the oversight and management of onsite treatment of water for nonpotable use. The bill would require
the regulations to be flexible to adapt to new water sources, end uses, and advances in approaches and methodologies
to estimate the risk of onsite water treatment to public health.
Laws: An act to add Article 8 (commencing with Section 13558) to Chapter 7 of Division 7 of the Water Code,
relating to water quality.
Position
Out for Analysis

Priority
B. Watch

Total Measures: 28
Total Tracking Forms: 28

Page 30 of 101

Item No. 2

DISCUSSION ITEM
March 20, 2017
TO:

Board of Directors

FROM:

Public Affairs & Legislation Committee
(Directors Dick, Tamaribuchi and Yoo Schneider)
Robert Hunter
General Manager

SUBJECT:

Staff Contact: Heather Baez

UPDATE ON REQUEST FOR MWDOC TO CONVENE A WORKING
GROUP TO OBTAIN FEDERAL FUNDING

STAFF RECOMMENDATION
Staff recommends the Directors review and discuss the proposal as presented and direct
staff to next steps as required.
COMMITTEE RECOMMENDATION
Committee recommends (To be determined at Committee Meeting)
BACKGROUND
At last month’s PAL meeting, Chuck Gibson, President of the Board of Directors at Santa
Margarita Water District recommended to the MWDOC Board for MWDOC to work
collaboratively with its member agencies, with MWDOC taking the lead in providing a
person or persons of expertise in the area of obtaining federal grants and low interest loans
for the various programs available as part of the Water Infrastructure Improvements for the
Nation (WIIN) passed December 5, 2016. Within WIIN are several opportunities for
agencies looking to obtain federal funds for local and regional infrastructure projects
specifically;
• Water Resources Development Act (WRDA) of 2016 (Title I),
• Water and Waste Act of 2016 (Title II )
• Natural Resources (Title III)
• Water Infrastructure Finance and Innovation Act (WIFIA, Title IV).

Budgeted (Y/N): No

Budgeted Amount: None in FY 16/17

Action item amount:

Line item:

Core __

Choice __

Fiscal Impact (explain if unbudgeted): Unknown at this time
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The Board directed staff to explore various options and return to the Board.
PROGRESS FROM LAST MONTH
At last month’s PAL meeting, the Board had an open discussion reviewing the current
status of obtaining grant funds and exploring options moving forward.
It was noted by SMWD Director Chuck Gibson that South Orange County is in a different
situation as they rely heavily on imported water and are consistently looking for new
sources of water supply. Because of this, he believes that MWDOC member agencies
need someone to assist in facilitating a working group with agencies interested in pursuing
local, state, and federal loans and grants that would fund projects for new local water
sources to supply the region. In addition, he would like MWDOC’s member agencies to
work together more collaboratively – coordinating on federal issues and have MWDOC work
as a “clearinghouse” function to share what its member agencies are doing in Washington
D.C. so that we are all working together to promote and advance the needs of the region as
a whole.
Last month, MWDOC staff presented two options for the Board to consider: hiring an inhouse staff person to be a grants coordinator, or hiring an outside firm. While no decision
was made, direction was given to staff to explore hiring an outside firm that specializes in
grant funding. Two initial proposals have been solicited by staff so that estimated costs can
be worked into the budget process.
The decision of hiring an outside grants firm, and an additional MWDOC staff person to help
coordinate D.C. issues, or both, is now part of the budget process and was discussed at the
most recent A&F Committee. In addition, this proposal will be included in the budget
discussion at the MWDOC member agency general managers meeting in March.
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Item No. 3

DISCUSSION ITEM
March 20, 2017
TO:

Board of Directors

FROM:

Public Affairs & Legislation (PAL) Committee
(Directors Tamaribuchi, Dick & Yoo Schneider)
Robert Hunter
General Manager

SUBJECT:

Staff Contact(s):

Hilary Chumpitazi

Update on the California Council for Environmental and Economic
Balance (CCEEB) and the Association of Metropolitan Water Agencies
(AMWA) Memberships

STAFF RECOMMENDATION
Staff recommends to the Board of Directors that MWDOC continue the memberships and
active participation in both the California Council for Environmental and Economic Balance
(CCEEB) and the Association of Metropolitan Water Agencies (AMWA).
COMMITTEE RECOMMENDATION
Committee recommends (To be determined at Committee Meeting)
REPORT
MWDOC subscribes to 35 organizations on an annual basis at a proposed subscription cost
of $142,682 (FY2017-18 First Draft Budget, Exhibit D – Proposed District Participation
Costs). Two organizations account for approximately one-third of this proposed budget total:
CCEEB and AMWA. As part of the budget process the Board of Directors has requested an
update on MWDOC’s participation in both organizations which differ significantly in their
organization, mission and operation.
CCEEB
The California Council for Environmental and Economic Balance is a non-profit, nonpartisan coalition of industry, labor and public leaders with the mission to make economicenvironmental balance a reality inn California. CCEEB works through a series of projects
Budgeted (Y/N):
Action item amount:

Budgeted amount:

Core __

Choice __

Line item:

Fiscal Impact (explain if unbudgeted):
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and MWDOC participates in the California Environmental Dialogue (CED) group and in
particular the Long View Committee. This committee meets bi-monthly and works through
sustained, confidential dialogue with the state’s top environmental leaders and regulators to
develop innovative policy solutions. For example the February meeting focused on the
upcoming state permanent water efficiency regulations with participation by senior State
Water Board and Department of Water Resources staff. CCEEB committee members
include representatives of major corporations, utilities, university and research institutions
and environmental groups. MWDOC has been working with CCEEB and CED staff to
initiate discussion and ultimately a support position for the California WaterFix and
California EcoRestore programs. Active discussion of these two critical programs are
expected to begin in the next few months and continue throughout the next fiscal year. This
activity is an important component of MWDOC’s overall effort to advance these programs
which are critical for Southern California and Orange County.
AMWA
The Association of Metropolitan Water Agencies is a Washington, DC based organization
focused on national legislative and regulatory policy and development with a fulltime
professional staff of eight. AMWA’s staff is actively engaged on a daily basis with the
management and staff of the different water-related regulatory agencies (e.g., U.S.
Environmental Protection Agency, U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, U.S. Department of the
Interior) and the members, staff and committees of both the U.S. House of Representatives
and Senate. AMWA also has standing appointments on a number of the national working
groups which propose, review, and advise these agencies on developing and proposed
regulations. AMWA represents the largest publicly owned drinking water systems in the
United States. Member representatives are the general managers and CEOs of these large
water systems. AMWA is governed by a 20-member Board of Directors which includes
MWDOC GM Hunter. AMWA typically has four meetings per year which include three board
meetings. In addition to these quarterly meetings, AMWA provides valuable communication
with its members through weekly, monthly and bi-monthly briefings, newsletters and reports
including the Monday Morning Briefing, the Water Utility Executive newsletter, the
Congressional Report, the Regulatory Report and the Sustainability & Security Report.
AMWA also manages the Water Information Sharing and Analysis Center (WaterISAC)
system for the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency. WaterISAC was authorized by
Congress in 2002 and was created to keep drinking water and wastewater utility managers
informed about potential threat and risks to the nation’s water infrastructure from all
hazards, such as intentional contamination, terrorism and cyber-crime, and to provide
knowledge about response, mitigation and resilience. MWDOC’s active participation in
AMWA has facilitated an “insiders” involvement in critical developments such as the WIFIA,
WINN and State Revolving Fund Programs. There will be a large number and wide range of
issues this fiscal year including possible and fundamental changes to regulatory programs
and funding for EPA, legislative proposals to overhaul science-based procedures, tax
deduction aspects of municipal bonds, Endangered Species Act and fishery agency
modifications, “Buy American” rules, and drinking water regulations for new contaminants.
Participation in AMWA provides MWDOC with relevant, current water utility specific
information, full access to a water-dedicated staff in Washington, DC, and inside access to
regulatory and legislative activities and staff.
SAMPLE REPORTS ATTACHED
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Item No. 4

ACTION ITEM
April 19, 2017
TO:

Board of Directors

FROM:

Public Affairs Legislative Committee
(Directors Dick, Tamaribuchi and Yoo-Schneider)
Robert Hunter
General Manager

SUBJECT:

Staff Contact: Heather Baez

H.R. 1269 (LaMalfa, R-CA) – Sacramento Valley Water Storage and
Restoration Act

STAFF RECOMMENDATION
Staff recommends the Board of Directors take a support position on H.R. 1269 and send a
letter to the bill’s author(s) and members of the Orange County Congressional delegation.
COMMITTEE RECOMMENDATION
Committee recommends (To be determined at Committee Meeting)
BACKGROUND
H.R. 1269, introduced on March 1, 2017, would direct the Secretary of the Interior to take
actions to support non-Federal investments in water infrastructure improvements in the
Sacramento Valley – specifically the Sites Reservoir. The bill authorizes the federal
government to be involved in construction of the project should it be found feasible.
In addition, H.R. 1269 authorizes the Secretary of the Interior to execute and implement a
long-term agreement between the United States and the Sites Project Authority to provide
for the coordination of operations of the Central Valley Project and the Sites Project to:
•
•

help meet any unmet needs for Sacramento Valley in-basin water uses;
help meet any unmet needs of existing Central Valley Project repayment and water
service contracts; and

Budgeted (Y/N):
Action item amount:

Budgeted amount:

Core

Choice _

Line item:

Fiscal Impact (explain if unbudgeted):
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•

ensure that any surplus water supplies from the Sites Project are put to full and
beneficial use.

ARGUMENTS IN SUPPORT
According to the author, “The recent incident involving the Oroville Dam is testament to the
fact that California needs better water infrastructure. Sites Reservoir will provide more
storage per dollar invested than any other proposed project in the state. This will help to
ensure that we have adequate storage to capture more water during the wet season and
allow us to use that water effectively during times of future drought. Congressman
Garamendi and I have long fought to secure funding for Sites Reservoir and I believe we
are now closer than ever to seeing it happen.”
Sites Reservoir, which would be located in Colusa and Glenn counties, is an off-stream
reservoir project that will create 500,000 acre-feet of new water each year. This new water
could:
•

Restore operational flexibility to the entire State’s water system.

•

Meet the co-equal goals identified in the 2009 Delta Reform Act.

•

Dedicate water for fishery and flow purposes.

•

Contribute flows for Delta water quality purposes.

•

Mitigate the effects of climate change.

•

Contribute to the State’s renewable energy goals.

ARGUMENTS IN OPPOSITION
None on file
COMMENTS
H.R 1269 is co-sponsored by Congressman John Garamendi (D-CA-3)
Full text of the bill can be found by clicking here:
https://www.congress.gov/115/bills/hr1269/BILLS-115hr1269ih.pdf)

Page 80 of 101

Item No. 5

INFORMATION ITEM
March 20, 2017
TO:

Board of Directors

FROM:

Public Affairs and Legislation Committee
(Directors Dick, Tamaribuchi, and Yoo Schneider)
Robert Hunter
General Manager

SUBJECT:

Staff Contact: Heather Baez

LITTLE HOOVER COMMISSION HEARING ON SPECIAL DISTRICTS

STAFF RECOMMENDATION
Staff recommends the Board of Directors receive and file report.
COMMITTEE RECOMMENDATION
Committee recommends (To be determined at Committee Meeting)
BACKGROUND
As reported to this Committee last year, the Little Hoover Commission is conducting a study
on special districts. They held two public hearings on August 25, 2016 and October 27,
2016 and one advisory committee meeting on November 16, 2016. The August hearing
provided an overview of special districts and their role in the state. The October hearing
focused on special districts’ climate change adaptation efforts. The November advisory
committee meeting focused on how healthcare districts are rethinking their roles and
relevance in an era that has favored preventative care over traditional hospital care –the
original reason for the existence of California healthcare districts.
The findings of the study on special districts and final published report was expected to be
published in spring 2017.

Budgeted (Y/N): n/a

Budgeted amount: n/a

Action item amount: None

Core X

Choice

Line item:

Fiscal Impact (explain if unbudgeted):
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DESCRIPTION OF THE STUDY SCOPE
The Little Hoover Commission’s website provided the description below to explain the intent
of the study and a brief background:
The Little Hoover Commission is reviewing California’s vast network of local
governing agencies known as special districts. State government has oversight
responsibilities for the formation of new districts and the operations of more than
4,500 existing local and regional districts which operate airports, harbors,
cemeteries, hospitals, libraries and parks, while also providing fire-fighting and
paramedic services, flood control and water delivery throughout California.
The Commission previously studied special districts in 1999 and issued a 2000
report titled Special Districts: Relics of the Past or Resources for the Future? The
Commission’s recommendations included empowering Local Agency Formation
Commissions to help consolidate districts, finding ways to make special districts
more transparent and accountable to the public, requiring more prudent
management of their considerable financial reserves and making it tougher for
special districts to simultaneously collect fees and property taxes.
The State Controller in 2014 counted 2,993 independent special districts in
California run typically by elected or appointed boards with assistance of
professional staffs. In 2014, these districts employed 143,180 people and paid
approximately $9.5 billion in salaries and benefits. The Controller also tallied 1,500
county-run dependent special districts, which included more than 800 county
service areas, to provide fire protection, flood control, highway lighting, road
maintenance and other services. The Controller reported that another 254 city-run
dependent special districts provided similar specialized functions. Collectively,
these districts have issued $5.7 billion in debt since June 2015, according to the
State Treasurer’s office.
This proliferation of more than 4,500 limited-purpose special districts, created to
provide specific services in rural and urban areas as the state grew in population
and developed infrastructure during recent decades, makes special districts the
most common form of government in California. In contrast, 58 counties and 482
cities provide general-purpose government throughout the state.
While the strengths of special districts include their ability to provide specific,
customized services and be responsive to local customers, their challenges include
low civic visibility and limited oversight.
RECENT ACTIVITY
Below is a report from the California Special Districts Association (CSDA) who attended the
February 23, 2017 business meeting. The draft report on special districts was on the
agenda for discussion, however it has not yet been released to the public.
During the Little Hoover Commission’s February 23, 2017 business meeting,
Commissioner Scott Barnett suggested special districts should have a sunset date.
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He suggested districts should be required to hold an election every 10 years to
reauthorize their existence.
The Little Hoover Commission held its business meeting in part to review a draft
report on special districts, written by Commission staff following three public
hearings in 2016. Commissioner Barnett participated via conference call along with
Commissioners Janna Sidley and Don Perata. Commissioners attending in person
included Commission Chair Pedro Nava and Vice-Chair Jack Flanigan, along with
Commissioners Helen Iris Torres and Sean Varner.
Although the draft report is not available for public review, it was evident based on
the discussion that Commissioner Barnett’s suggestion was not included in the
draft report. Commissioner Barnett made it clear that his idea was one of a “menu
of options” he felt the Commission should consider. Nonetheless, he made it
apparent that he would “like to start on the extreme,” saying to his fellow
Commissioners, “let’s do something more radical.”
Prior to the February 23 meeting, it was expected the Commission would take up a
final report on special districts in the spring, likely at its scheduled March 23
meeting. However, following discussion by Commissioners, staff was directed to
table the report and consider holding a fourth hearing on special districts in the fall.
Commissioner Barnett cited two special districts in San Diego County as reasoning
for his idea, including a resource conservation district that he referred to as a “Dust
Bowl” era agency and a healthcare district that now leases its hospital.
In response to Commissioner Barnett’s idea, other Commissioners shared their
own questions and comments relative to the potential consequences of such a
proposal. It was questioned whether voters could effectively evaluate such complex
decisions; and it was suggested that perhaps local oversight boards, similar to the
redevelopment agency (RDA) oversight boards created to facilitate the dissolution
of RDAs, could be the answer. Commissioners also questioned what the impact
would be on the ability of special districts to secure and pay-down bonds for
infrastructure investments. Eventually, Commissioner Torres summed up the
discussion by stating, “I think we can all agree that no one is for the status quo.”
NEXT STEPS
Up until the February 23 meeting, there was no indication from the Little Hoover
Commission that there would be any cause for alarm for special districts – including water
districts. However, in light of this revelation from the Commissioners, CSDA has set up an
informational meeting to work with its members on how to best move forward. ACWA will
be hosting a similar meeting/call immediately following.
The next Little Hoover Commission meeting will not be held until August or September
which will give stakeholders an opportunity to consider the issues raised by the Commission
and work towards a solution.
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Item No. 6

INFORMATION ITEM
March 20, 2017
TO:

Board of Directors

FROM:

Public Affairs Legislative Committee
(Directors Dick, Tamaribuchi, and Yoo Schneider)
Robert Hunter
General Manager

SUBJECT:

Staff Contact: Jonathan Volzke

BOY SCOUT MERIT BADGE SPONSORSHIP

STAFF RECOMMENDATION
Staff recommends the Board of Directors receive and file.
COMMITTEE RECOMMENDATION
Committee recommends (To be determined at Committee Meeting)
REPORT
Directors of the Municipal Water District of Orange County (MWDOC) approved $5,000 in
the current budget to sponsor the Boy Scouts of America Soil & Water Conservation Merit
Badge.
Working with the Boy Scouts Orange County Council, MWDOC staff has organized two
merit-badge clinics, the first at El Toro Water District (ETWD) and the second at Orange
County Water District (OCWD). According to badge requirements, Scouts must visit a water
treatment or recycling center, providing an excellent opportunity for MWDOC to partner with
member agencies on the merit-badge clinics.
Additional requirements including knowledge of the water cycle, water recycling and
watersheds. The MWDOC program adds information about sources of water in Orange
County and the importance of the California Delta/California WaterFix.

Budgeted (Y/N): n/a

Budgeted amount: n/a

Action item amount: None

Core X

Choice

Line item:

Fiscal Impact (explain if unbudgeted):
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The ETWD resulted in 73 Scouts earning their badges; an additional 57 Scouts earned
badges at the OCWD clinic.
The next clinic – which takes about four hours – is April 1 at Irvine Ranch Water District,
with a fourth scheduled for August 26 at Santa Margarita Water District. The April 1 event
has 74 Scouts registered, while 83 are signed up for the August 26 clinic. An additional 112
Scouts remain on a waiting list as MWDOC works with member agencies to schedule a fifth
clinic.
In a post-event survey, 73 percent of the responding participants said they would not have
sought to earn the Soil & Water Conservation Merit Badge if the MWDOC badge clinic was
not available.
The sponsorship has also afforded MWDOC an additional opportunity to partner with
member agencies: the OC Boy Scout Council requires an adult counselor in attendance for
every eight Scouts. Those counselors undergo a short training, background exam and
online course.
In addition to MWDOC, OCWD, Moulton Niguel Water District, the City of San Juan
Capistrano and El Toro Water District have provided merit-badge counselors for the clinics.
The Metropolitan Water District of Southern California requested a presentation on the
MWDOC program earlier this year and other member agencies have requested information
to sponsor the Soil & Water Conservation badge in their counties.
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Item No. 7

INFORMATION ITEM
March 20, 2017
TO:

Board of Directors

FROM:

Public Affairs Legislative Committee
(Directors Barbre and Tamaribuchi)
Robert Hunter
General Manager

SUBJECT:

Staff Contact: Jonathan Volzke/Laura Loewen

Education Report

STAFF RECOMMENDATION
Staff recommends the Board of Directors receive and file report.
COMMITTEE RECOMMENDATION
Committee recommends (To be determined at Committee Meeting)
DETAILED REPORT
The “What About Water” high school program consists of two in class visits with a traveling
scientist and a school wide Expo. The first visit covers topics including where our water
comes from and water use efficiency practices. The second visit focuses on the California
WaterFix. The Expo features topics as the Water Trivia Wheel, water foot printing, and
water conservation pledges. The funding Agency also participates with a booth at the Expo.
Staff from Inside the Outdoors have completed the “What About Water” first visit in 13 of the
selected schools. In addition, they have completed the second visit program in nine of the
selected schools.
To date, staff and elected officials from the City of Anaheim, East Orange County Water
District, Golden State, Moulton Niguel Water District, Santa Margarita Water District, South
Coast Water District, El Toro Water District and Mesa Water District have attended the
program at their respective high school. MWDOC staff has also supported the member
agencies’ staff at these visits.
Budgeted (Y/N):
Action item amount:

Budgeted amount:

Core

Choice _

Line item:

Fiscal Impact (explain if unbudgeted):
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Staff from member agencies has the opportunity to address the students during the first
visit, discussing careers in the water industry or other agency-specific topics.
MWDOC staff had the opportunity to host staff from Metropolitan Water District of Southern
California, Yvette Martinez and Adrian Hightower, at the Laguna Hills High School second
visit on February 28th. Staff from Moulton Niguel WD also attended attendance. As
Metropolitan staff works to publish their WaterFix curriculum, they wanted to see how the
subject is taught in a classroom. They observed the Inside the Outdoors’ instructors
teaching the students about the WaterFix, and then the students debating the issues
surrounding the project. After the program, Mrs. Martinez and Mr. Hightower offered their
comments and suggestions for improvement to the ITO instructors. MWDOC staff also met
with them after the visit to go over the high school water education program.
Metropolitan’s Group Manager of External Affairs, Sue Sims, is scheduled to attend the
program at Los Alamitos High School on March 22.
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Last Year (2015-16)

Mar April May June Total

# of Students Taught

45,858

39,950

Mar

67,361

44,405

Mar

Current Year (2016-17)

Oct

37,371

34,583

Feb

51,291

42,137

Feb

2016-17 Water Education School Program

Elementary Schools Assemblies - April
Agency
Huntington Beach, City of
Moulton Niguel
Garden Grove, City of
Orange, City of
Anaheim, City of
Golden State Water Company
South Coast Water District
San Juan Capistrano, City of
Tustin, City of

School Name
Golden View Elementary School
Saint Anne School Laguna Niguel
Morningside Elementary School
Taft Elementary
Mann Elementary School
Morris Elementary School
Saint Catherine of Siena Parish
Saddleback Valley Christian School
Red Hill Luterhan School

Presentation Date
4/3/2017
4/6/2017
4/7/2017
4/14/2017
4/17/2017, 4/18/2017
4/19/2017, 4/28/2017
4/24/2017
4/27/2017
4/27/2017

Page 89 of 101

What About Water? - Inside the Outdoors School Visits
Year 2 - 2016/2017
Agency

High School

1st Visit student

Anaheim

Anaheim High School

1/9/17

City of Brea

Brea Olinda High School

5/15/17

5/22/17

6/6/17

Confirmed

City of Buena Park

Buena Park High School

4/3/17

5/9/17

tbd

Confirmed

City of Fountain Valley

Harbor Learning Center

3/16/17

5/4/17

City of Huntington Beach

Talbert Middle School

1/11/17

City of San Clemente

San Clemente High School

4/10/17

City of San Juan Capistrano

San Juan Hills High School

City of Tustin

Columbus Middle School

East Orange WD

Tustin High School

East Orange WD

Foothill High School

12/12/16

50

2/9/17

El Toro

El Toro High School

2/24/17

157

3/17/17

El Toro

Los Alisos Junior High

Garden Grove

Pacifica High School

Golden State

Valencia High School

2/2/17

162

2/14/17

Golden State

Los Alamitos High School

1/31/17

29

3/22/17

Mesa Water

Costa Mesa High School

11/9/16

53

11/18 & 1/25

Moulton Niguel

Aliso Niguel High School

Moulton Niguel

Laguna Hills High School

2/21/17

20

2/28/17

Moulton Niguel

Capistrano Valley High School

2/27/17

80

3/20/17

Moulton Niguel /Santa Margarita WD

Mission Viejo High School

1/18/17

69

2/1/17

Santa Ana

Santa Ana High School

3/22/17

Santa Margarita WD

Tesoro High School

4/18/17

South Coast WD

Dana Hills High School

12/1/16

Student Summits

2nd Visit - student

2nd Visit
Enrollment

School Expo

57

2/6/17

59

3/8/17

Confirmed

241

2/24/17

Expo School
Enrollment

Total Students

Notes

Confirmed

242

4/25/17

4/7/17

Confirmed

5/3/17

Confirmed
Jonathan working with teacher

12/9/16

187

1/13/17

130

tbd

Confirmed
Foothill High teacher assisting

44

3/17/17

Confirmed

4/6/17

Confirmed
New administration, Sherri is assiting
Sent corespondance to Principal

162

72

2/28/17

Confirmed

tbd

Expos will be scheduled with their
STEM fair

4/24/17

Confirmed
Capo Valley teacher assisting

Total
Teacher Workshops

1st Visit
Enrollment

66
1,171

MET @ OCDE

12/10/16

OCDE Teacher Workshop

4/5/2017

Friday Night Live HS students @
ITO

3/24/17

Foothill and local HS

4/15/17

Friday Night Live middle school
students @ ITO

4/29/17

HOLD-Girl Scout - High School

6/10/17

22

tbd

Confirmed

4/17/17

Confirmed

tbd

Confirmed

4/13/17

tbd

Confirmed

5/2/17

5/16/17

Confirmed

3/27/17

tbd

Confirmed

20

70

799

0

0
Total

Total

tbd = verbal confirmation, pending calendar dates
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3/7/2017

Item No. 8

INFORMATION ITEM
March 20, 2017
TO:

Board of Directors

FROM:

Public Affairs Legislative Committee
(Directors Dick, Tamaribuchi, and Yoo Schneider)
Robert Hunter
General Manager

SUBJECT:

Staff Contact: Jonathan Volzke

SAN JUAN CAPISTRANO UTILITIES CONSOLIDATION UPDATE

STAFF RECOMMENDATION
Staff recommends the Board of Directors receive and file.
COMMITTEE RECOMMENDATION
Committee recommends (To be determined at Committee Meeting)
REPORT
The City of San Juan Capistrano on February 22 withdrew from the Local Agency
Formation Commission (LAFCO) Focused Municipal Services Review proceedings to turn
over its water operations to another agency.
LAFCO Executive Director Carolyn Emery said the City and Santa Margarita Water District
are studying operations of the City’s Groundwater Recovery Plant.
Emery said she expects the consolidation issue to return to LAFCO at some point, although
she did not have an estimate as to when that may occur.

Budgeted (Y/N): n/a

Budgeted amount: n/a

Action item amount: None

Core X

Choice

Line item:

Fiscal Impact (explain if unbudgeted):
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Item No. 9

INFORMATION ITEM
March 20, 2017
TO:

Board of Directors

FROM:

Public Affairs Legislative Committee
(Directors Dick, Tamaribuchi, and Yoo Schneider)
Robert Hunter
General Manager

SUBJECT:

Staff Contact: Jonathan Volzke

MARCH 30 WATER POLICY DINNER

STAFF RECOMMENDATION
Staff recommends the Board of Directors receive and file.
COMMITTEE RECOMMENDATION
Committee recommends (To be determined at Committee Meeting)
REPORT
Metropolitan Water District of Southern California General Manager and Chief Executive
Officer Jeffrey Kightlinger is the speaker for the March 30 Water Policy Dinner, which for the
first time will be held at the Great Wolf Lodge in Garden Grove.
As of March 14, 122 people had registered to attend the event. The event budget is
$20,700, with revenues expected to more than cover expenses.
The first invitation was sent out on February 17, and a reminder invitation went out on
March 13.
At the event, MWDOC will also present a proclamation honoring MWDOC legal counsel
Russ Behrens of Best, Best and Krieger for his years of service.

Budgeted (Y/N): n/a

Budgeted amount: n/a

Action item amount: None

Core X

Choice

Line item:

Fiscal Impact (explain if unbudgeted):
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Item No. 10

INFORMATION ITEM
March 20, 2017
TO:

Board of Directors

FROM:

Public Affairs Legislative Committee
(Directors Dick, Tamaribuchi, and Yoo Schneider)
Robert Hunter
General Manager

SUBJECT:

Staff Contact: Jonathan Volzke

UPDATE ON WATER SUMMIT PLANNING

STAFF RECOMMENDATION
Staff recommends the Board of Directors receive and file.
COMMITTEE RECOMMENDATION
Committee recommends (To be determined at Committee Meeting)
REPORT
MWDOC staff continues to work with Orange County Water District on planning the June 16
OC Water Summit.
The planning committee recently signed off on the large banners that will go on stage and
around the Grand Californian meeting room, highlighting the theme “Finding Water.”
Confirmed speakers include:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Fritz Coleman, NBC4 Weathercaster (emcee)
David Sedlak, Malozemoff Professor at UC Berkeley, Co-director of Berkeley Water
Center (panelist – water management)
David Stoldt, GM of Monterey Peninsula Water Management District (panelist – desal)
Helene Schneider, Mayor of Santa Barbara (panelist – desal)
Marcie Edwards (panelist – leadership)
Jeff Kightlinger (panelist – State Water Project)

Budgeted (Y/N): n/a

Budgeted amount: n/a

Action item amount: None

Core X

Choice

Line item:

Fiscal Impact (explain if unbudgeted):
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Staff is beginning to reach out to sponsors to underwrite the cost of the Summit. The preliminary
budget for the 2017 event is $75,950. The 2016 actuals were $68,193. The committee intends
to underwrite the entire cost of the event through sponsorships.
Vice President Barbre is set to join President Osborne and Director Thomas representing
MWDOC at monthly Summit planning meetings with directors and staff at OCWD, which is the
lead agency for the 2017 event. The next subcommittee meeting is at 8:30 a.m. on March 27.
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Item No. 11

INFORMATION ITEM
March 20, 2017
TO:

Board of Directors

FROM:

Public Affairs Legislative Committee
(Directors Dick, Tamaribuchi, and Yoo Schneider)
Robert Hunter
General Manager

SUBJECT:

Staff Contact: Heather Baez

OC LAFCO UPDATE

STAFF RECOMMENDATION
Staff recommends the Board of Directors receive and file.
COMMITTEE RECOMMENDATION
Committee recommends (To be determined at Committee Meeting)
REPORT
There is no regularly monthly meeting for OC LAFCO for March 2017. Instead, they will be
holding a Strategic Planning Session, which is a public meeting at the Santa Ana Police
Community Room from 9:00A - 1:00P on Friday, March 31, 2017. MWDOC staff will
provide a summary of the planning session in April.

Budgeted (Y/N): n/a

Budgeted amount: n/a

Action item amount: None

Core X

Choice

Line item:

Fiscal Impact (explain if unbudgeted):

Page 95 of 101

Public Affairs Activities Report
February 9, 2017 – March 8, 2017

Member Agency
Relations

Heather attended the MWDOC Member Agency Managers
meeting and provided a quick update on the SWRCB’s
decision to extend the emergency drought declaration an
additional 270 days. She also provided an update on the
SWRCB’s regulation for retail water agencies to provide lead
testing to schools that request it.
Heather met with Jim Leach from Santa Margarita Water
District to discuss upcoming legislative issues and events.
Laura attended two OC Garden Friendly preparation
meetings.
Laura and Tiffany attended the Water Use Efficiency
Workgroup meeting. Laura gave an update on Public Affairs
activities. Tiffany gave a brief presentation on the Wyland
Mayor’s Challenge and MWDOC’s break-away challenge
award of a water-efficient pocket park.
Jonathan and Laura met with MWDOC education contractors
and staff from the City of San Clemente to discuss the
MWDOC education programs.
Jonathan and Laura and MWDOC education contractors
made a presentation about the education programs to the
South Coast Water District Board of Directors.
Jonathan worked with Huntington Beach and Rob in
preparation for Rob’s presentation to the City Council to gain
support for the California WaterFix. Eight agencies have
endorsed the project.
Ivan coordinated Ricki Raindrops appearance in support of
South Coast Water District at the Dana Point Festival of
Whales. Bryce and Ivan staffed the event.

Community
Relations

Heather and Tiffany attended the Women in Water Breakfast
hosted by East Orange County Water District at the Discovery
Cube. The guest speaker was MWDOC Director Megan Yoo
Schneider.
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Heather attended the ACC-OC Water Committee meeting with
a panel that provided different views and insight on the
Governor’s long-term conservation framework. MWDOC’s
Joe Berg was one of the panelists.
Heather attended the South Orange County Economic
Coalition meeting where Karl and Director McKenney were
the guest speakers providing a 2017 “Drought Update.”
Jonathan met with ACC-OC Executive Director Heather
Stratman to discuss joint projects.
Education

Jonathan and Laura staffed the Boy Scout Soil and Water
Conservation Merit Badge Clinic at OCWD. 57 Scouts earned
their merit badge. Laura sent out a post-survey to the Scouts.
They are also taking registration and coordinating for the April
1st clinic at IRWD.
Damon, Jonathan and Laura met with Directors Tamaribuchi
and Yoo Schneider to discuss the proposed countywide water
education program.
Jonathan and Laura hosted Yvette Martinez and Adrian
Hightower, Metropolitan staff, and MNWD staff at a Laguna
Hills high school visit.
Laura attended the Mission Viejo HS Expo with staff from
MNWD and SMWD.
Laura attended the Anaheim HS Expo with staff from Anaheim
Public Utilities.
Bryce wrote a letter of congratulations for Janet Yamaguchi,
Director of Education at the Discovery Cube. Ms. Yamaguchi
was awarded the National Science Teachers Association
Distinguished Informal Science Education Award.

Media Relations

Special Projects

Jonathan wrote an article about MWDOC and OC water for
the OC REALTOR magazine.
Bryce launched a Facebook advertising campaign for two
Water Use Efficiency programs. The ads have reached over
20,000 people and sent over 600 people to the
ocwatersmart.com rebates page.
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Laura sent out invitations and organized the kick-off meeting
for the Consumer Confidence (Water Quality) Reports.
Jonathan, Damon, Tiffany, and Bryce worked on a California
WaterFix toolkit, which can be used by MWDOCs partners
when discussing the WaterFix.
Bryce worked with Director Schneider to write her bio for the
MWDOC Director page.
Bryce and Tiffany had conference calls with potential vendors
for the MWDOC hallway display.
Jonathan shepherded the contract for Stetson Engineering to
complete the CCR reports through the approval process and
hosted the kick-off meeting with Laura.
Heather, Karl and John Lewis met with Supervisor Andrew
Do’s new Chief of Staff, Chris Wangsaporn to brief him on the
OCFCD’s proposed utility license fee. They also met with
Supervisor Todd Spitzer’s Chief of Staff, Melanie Eustice, to
discuss the issue with her.
Heather staffed the WACO Planning meeting and coordinated
the March WACO speaker, Jim Green from MET who gave an
update on the Oroville Dam.
Heather and Laura staffed the ISDOC Executive Committee
meeting.
Tiffany and Bryce are currently working on itineraries, trip
logistics, guest and Director requirements for the following
inspection trips:
1. April 7-9, Director Barbre, CRA/Hoover
2. May 5, Director McKenney, Diamond Valley Lake
3. June 23-25, Director Ackerman, CRA/Hoover
Tiffany, Bryce and Damon met with Metropolitan staff and
Director Barbre for an April 7-9 CRA/Hoover trip planning
meeting.
Bryce and Tiffany worked with Met on the March 5 & 6 San
Jacinto Tunnel tours. Seven MWDOC guests toured the
tunnel over the course of two days.
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Tiffany and Damon staffed Director Barbre’s February 23-25
tour of the State Water Project. The trip was a shared with
Director Beard of the city of Fullerton.
Laura sent out the invitation for the ISDOC Quarterly
Luncheon, and assisted in the coordination of the program.
Laura facilitated a pre-planning CCR meeting for OCWD and
Stetson engineering.
Laura attended the NPDES Sub-Committee Meeting.
Laura created a Flyer for the Water Use Control Workgroup
Meeting.
Laura completed and distributed the 2017 Annual Orange
County Cities and Water Agencies’ Directory. She is also
working on the 2017 ISDOC Directory.
Tiffany and Damon met with staff at the Great Wolf Lodge to
tour event facilities and discuss AV options for the March 30
Water Policy Dinner.
Tiffany and Damon participated in a conference call with
Great Wolf Lodge General Manager Phil Cunningham. The
discussion was focused on Mr. Cunningham speaking at the
Water Policy Forum & Dinner prior to the main program, about
the water-efficient accomplishments of the hotel.
Tiffany participated in a Save Our Water partner webinar.
Tiffany and Bryce participated on a conference call with LA
Design Studio to discuss wireframe recommendations and
navigation structure for the new website.
Tiffany and Bryce met with Matthew Conway to discuss the
direction of the Landscape Assistance Program on the new
MWDOC website.
Tiffany is in the process of updating the Water Reliability
Study briefing paper.
Tiffany coordinated and co-led a conference call with Wyland
Foundation and MWDOC member agency representatives, to
discuss logistics and program participation for the 2017
Wyland National Mayor’s Challenge. Also discussed was the
break-away challenge in which one winning city would be
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presented a pocket park by MWDOC, the Wyland Foundation
and their partners. Tiffany also prepared a promotional flyer,
contacted all OC Mayors and their city managers and
prepared and sent a news release to MWDOC database
contacts to include elected officials, PAW group and member
agency general managers. Jonathan sent the news release to
local media groups and Bryce posted the flyer on our social
media pages.
Legislative Affairs

Heather participated in the ACWA Region 10 State Legislative
Committee pre-meeting call to discuss any thoughts or issues
the region members may have with upcoming bills.
Heather attended the ACWA State Legislative Committee
meeting in Sacramento on Feb. 10th and March 3rd.
Heather participated in MWD’s Legislative Coordinators’
Conference Call.
Heather, Bryce, Ivan, Laura and Tiffany made the final
arrangements for the Southern California Water Issues
Briefing Luncheon MWDOC co-hosts in Washington D.C.
Heather ordered the food and collected the final RSVPs.
Laura made all of the name tags; Tiffany designed and
updated the event program, with assistance from Bryce and
Ivan. It was a true team effort.
Heather attended the ACWA D.C. Legislative Conference in
Washington D.C. The first panel featured policy makers: Kiel
Weaver, Staff Director, House Water, Power and Oceans
subcommittee, Joaquin Esquivel, Assistant Secretary for
Federal Water Policy, Gov. Jerry Brown, and John Watts,
Legislative Director to Sen. Dianne Feinstein. The second
panel was comprised of water journalists: Reid Wilson,
The Hill; Samantha Page, Center for American Progress; Ariel
Wittenberg, E&E Daily, and Michael Doyle, McClatchy
Newspapers. Director Tamaribuchi also attended.
Jonathan worked with contractors on the CHOICE magazine
program and whiteboards, finalizing scripts and meeting with
writers with Rob and Karl.
MWDOC co-hosted their annual Southern California Water
Issues Briefing Luncheon with partners Eastern Municipal
Water District, Inland Empire Utilities Agency, Long Beach
Water Department and Western Municipal Water District.
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Congress members Ken Calvert, Alan Lowenthal, Ed Royce,
Dana Rohrabacher, and Darrell Issa attended, along with staff
from Congresswoman Norma Torres’s office and
Congressman Raul Ruiz’s office. Approximately 60 guests
total attended the luncheon. The luncheon was emceed by
Director Barbre with Directors Yoo Schneider and
Tamaribuchi also attending.
Heather attended ACWA’s afternoon session included guests
Senator Dianne Feinstein, Congressman Kevin McCarthy,
Congressman John Garamendi, Congressman Doug LaMalfa,
Congresswoman Nanette Barragan, Congressman Jeff
Denham, Congressman Ken Calvert, and Congressman Jim
Costa. Director Tamaribuchi also attended.
Jonathan attended seminars on social media,
communications tools and media at a Public Relations Society
conference in Riverside.

Water Summit

Damon and Director Osborne participated in a Water Summit
committee meeting with Orange County Water District
representatives. Items discussed included program structure
and speakers, sponsorships and budget.
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