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MEETING OF THE 
BOARD OF DIRECTORS OF THE 

MUNICIPAL WATER DISTRICT OF ORANGE COUNTY 
Jointly with the 

PLANNING & OPERATIONS COMMITTEE 
February 1, 2010, 8:30 a.m. 

Conference Room 101 
 

 
Committee: 
Director Royce, Chairman    Staff: K. Hunt, K. Seckel, 
Director Barbre      R. Bell, J. Berg, D. Cordero, 
Director Thomas      K. Davanaugh 
 
Ex Officio Member:  J. Finnegan 
 
 
MWDOC Committee meetings are noticed and held as joint meetings of the Committee and the entire Board 
of Directors and all members of the Board of Directors may attend and participate in the discussion.  Each 
Committee has designated Committee members, and other members of the Board are designated alternate 
committee members.  If less than a quorum of the full Board is in attendance, the Board meeting will be 
adjourned for lack of a quorum and the meeting will proceed as a meeting of the Committee with those 
Committee members and alternate members in attendance acting as the Committee. 
 
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 
 
ITEMS RECEIVED TOO LATE TO BE AGENDIZED 
Determine there is a need to take immediate action on item(s) and that the need for action came to the 
attention of the District subsequent to the posting of the Agenda.  (Requires a unanimous vote of the 
Committee) 
 
ITEMS DISTRIBUTED TO THE BOARD LESS THAN 72 HOURS PRIOR TO MEETING -- 
Pursuant to Government Code section 54957.5, non-exempt public records that relate to open session 
agenda items and are distributed to a majority of the Board less than seventy-two (72) hours prior to the 
meeting will be available for public inspection in the lobby of the District’s business office located at 
18700 Ward Street, Fountain Valley, California 92708, during regular business hours.  When practical, 
these public records will also be made available on the District’s Internet Web site, accessible at 
http://www.mwdoc.com. 
 
ACTION ITEM 
 
1. MISSION RESOURCES CONSERVATION DISTRICT (MRCD) 
 
2. WateReuse CALIFORNIA POTABLE REUSE INITIATIVE FUNDING REQUEST 
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INFORMATION ITEMS (The following items are for informational purposes only – 
background information is included in the packet.  Discussion is not necessary unless a 
Director requests.) 
 
3. MWDOC’S ALLOCATION PERFORMANCE THROUGH DECEMBER 
 
4. STATUS OF ONGOING MWDOC RELIABILITY AND ENGINEERING/PLANNING 

PROJECTS 
 
5. WATER USE EFFICIENCY REPORTS 
 a. Status of Water Use Efficiency Projects 

b. Water Use Efficiency Programs Savings and Implementation Report 
 
6. REVIEW OF ISSUES RELATED TO CONSTRUCTION PROGRAMS, FACILITY 

AND EQUIPMENT MAINTENANCE, WATER STORAGE, WATER QUALITY, 
CONJUNCTIVE USE PROGRAMS, EDUCATION, DISTRICT FACILITIES, and 
MEMBER-AGENCY RELATIONS 

 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
NOTE: At the discretion of the Committee, all items appearing on this agenda, whether or not expressly 

listed for action, may be deliberated and may be subject to action by the Committee.  On those 
items designated for Board action, the Committee reviews the items and makes a 
recommendation for final action to the full Board of Directors; final action will be taken by the 
Board of Directors.  Agendas for Committee and Board meetings may be obtained from the 
District Secretary.  Members of the public are advised that the Board consideration process 
includes consideration of each agenda item by one or more Committees indicated on the Board 
Action Sheet.  Attendance at Committee meetings and the Board meeting considering an item 
consequently is advised. 

 Accommodations for the Disabled.  Any person may make a request for a disability-related 
modification or accommodation needed for that person to be able to participate in the public 
meeting by telephoning Maribeth Goldsby, District Secretary, at (714) 963-3058, or writing to 
Municipal Water District of Orange County at P.O. Box 20895, Fountain Valley, CA 92728.  
Requests must specify the nature of the disability and the type of accommodation requested.  A 
telephone number or other contact information should be included so that District staff may 
discuss appropriate arrangements.  Persons requesting a disability-related accommodation 
should make the request with adequate time before the meeting for the District to provide the 
requested accommodation. 



Budgeted (Y/N):  Yes Budgeted amount:  $430,000 
Action item amount:  $430,000 Line item:   
Fiscal Impact (explain if unbudgeted): 100% of funding is budgeted within grants awarded 
to MWDOC. 

 

Item No. 1 
 

 
 

ACTION ITEM 
February 17, 2010 

 
TO: Board of Directors 
 
FROM: Planning & Operations Committee 
 (Directors Royce, Barbre & Thomas) 
 
 Kevin Hunt    Staff Contact:  J. Berg 
 General Manager 
 
SUBJECT: Mission Resource Conservation District (MRCD) 
 
STAFF RECOMMENDATION 
 
Staff recommends the Board of Directors authorize the General Manager to increase the 
existing contract with Mission Resource Conservation District (MRCD) by $430,000 to 
continue providing installation verification inspections, landscape surveys and 
participant education to commercial and residential SmarTimer and Sprinkler Nozzle 
Rebate Program participants through December 2012 with funding from grants and 
NRCS Appropriations. 

 
 

COMMITTEE RECOMMENDATION 
 
 
Committee recommends (To be determined at Committee Meeting) 
 
 
 
SUMMARY 
 
The Smart Timer Rebate Program began in the fall of 2004. Since the Program’s inception, 
over 4,800 residential and commercial smart timers have been installed saving an 
estimated 1,700 acre-feet per year. In the spring of 2007, MWDOC began incentivizing the 
installation of low precipitation rate rotating sprinkler nozzles.  To date more than 71,400 
rotating nozzles have been installed with projected savings over 540 acre-feet per year.  
 
Funding for both the Smart Timer and Rotating Nozzle Rebate Programs have come from a 
variety of grant sources, including the State Water Resources Control Board, Natural 
Resources Conservation Service, Department of Water Resources, Bureau of Reclamation, 
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Metropolitan Water District of Southern California, MWDOC’s Client Agencies, and 
MWDOC. Several of the Grant funding agreements include a requirement to perform 
installation verification inspections on 100% of the landscape devices installed. To comply 
with this requirement, MWDOC partnered with the Mission Resource Conservation District 
(Mission RCD) to perform these field services.  
 
Mission RCD’s expertise is centered on soil and water conservation practices for both the 
urban and agricultural property owner. Specifically for MWDOC, Mission RCD provides 
landscape water conservation survey expertise at sites where a smart timer or rotating 
nozzles have been installed. Included in the landscape survey for each property owner is 
the following: 
 

• Verify the device listed on the rebate application has been installed and programmed 
properly, 

• Complete irrigated area measurements - for commercial sites with a dedicated 
landscape meter, the area measurement is used to enroll the site in the Landscape 
Performance Certification Program, 

• Conduct a catch-can test to measure irrigation system distribution uniformity (DU) in 
turf areas, 

• Through the use of repair flags, a landscape system evaluation is performed to 
identify needed repairs and adjustments in the irrigation system, 

• Promote California Friendly irrigation management training classes,  
• Educate the owner about their landscape and irrigation system,  
• Provide general landscape water conservation education and provide leave-behind 

promotional materials for other complimentary programs , and  
• Database the results and report back to MWDOC all information collected during site 

visits. 
 
MWDOC currently has an agreement with Mission RCD with a term ending December 31, 
2012 and a value of $350,000.  Staff estimates the funding in this agreement will be fully 
utilized with the February 2010 invoice. The agreement’s term coincides with the term of 
MWDOC’s grant from the State Water Resources Control Board agreement for the South 
Orange County Integrated Regional Water Management Plan (SOCIRWMP) Smart Timer 
Rebate Program.  At this time Staff requests Board Authorization to increase the agreement 
amount by an additional $430,000 to continue implementation of installation verification 
inspections and landscape surveys through December 2012.  The source of funding is via 
five different sources as detailed below. 
 
 
DETAILED REPORT 
 
The Mission RCD is a non-profit special district headquartered in the community of 
Fallbrook, in northern San Diego County.  MRCD provides a wide range of assistance to local 
urban and agricultural landowners including: 

• Landscape Irrigation Management 
• Landscape Management Surveys 
• Agriculture Irrigation Management 
• Low Cost Water & Soil Testing  
• CIMIS Use  
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• Cover Crops  
• Invasive Plant Control  
• Wildlife Habitat Management  
• Water Quality Monitoring  
• Education Outreach  
• Pond Management  
• Xeriscape Education 

MWDOC has been very pleased with the service and level of professionalism the MRCD 
has brought to the SmarTimer and Sprinkler Nozzle Rebate Programs.  As a non-profit 
organization, MRCD has been a very economical solution to our installation verification and 
landscape survey needs.  The MRCD fee structure is detailed in Table 1. 
 

Table 1 
Mission Resource Conservation District 

Installation Verification Inspection and Landscape Survey Fees for Service 
Commercial Properties $37.84 per hour 
Residential Properties $89 per site 
Program Administration $28.00 per hour 
Mileage $0.445 per mile 

 
By contrast Water Wise Consulting who is currently under contract with MWDOC to provide 
indoor and outdoor surveys for the Hotel Water Use Reduction Program has indicated their 
hourly rate to conduct landscape surveys ranges from $75 to $125 per hour (depending on 
the size of the property). And ConserVision, the contractor managing the Landscape 
Performance Certification Program, charges MWDOC a rate of $75 per hour for a 
commercial landscape surveys.  Both of these consultants are private firms, while Mission 
RCD is a non-profit special district.  
 
Table 2, details the expected installation verification activity throughout the end of the term 
of the MWDOC/Mission RCD agreement. The number of devices shown is a projection 
based on historic installation activity.  
 

Table 2 
Detailed Breakdown of Proposed MRCD Inspection Expenditures  

over the remaining term of Agreement 
 

Inspection Category No. of Devices 
Inspected 

MRCD 
Inspection 
Expense 

Total 

Residential Smart Timers       720 $89/site $64,080
Commercial Smart Timers  1,250 $37.84/hour $193,750
Residential Rotating Nozzles  25,000 $89/site $31,250
Commercial Rotating Nozzles  65,000 $37.84/hour $81,250
Administration and Mileage Expense  $59,670

Total $430,000
 
Funding for Mission RCD installation inspection activity is secured from five (5) existing 
State and Federal Grants.  Table 3 lists the source of these grants with their corresponding 
available funding amounts. 
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Table 3 
Funding Source by Granting Agency  
For Installation Inspection Activity 

 

Source Granting Agency Grant Focus 

Installation 
Inspection 

Task 

Remaining 
Funding 
Available 

NRCS  SmartTimer & Rotating Nozzle $113,900 $113,900
NRCS  SmartTimer & Rotating Nozzle $140,000 $61,700
BUREAU Large 
Landscape SmartTimer $91,795 $49,019
BUREAU North County SmartTimer $60,053 $48,741
DWR Rotating Nozzle $215,595 $156,640
  $751,343 $430,000

 
Staff recommends the Board of Directors authorize the General Manager to increase the 
existing contract with Mission Resource Conservation District (MRCD) by $430,000 to 
continue providing installation verification inspections, landscape surveys and 
participant education to commercial and residential SmarTimer and Sprinkler Nozzle 
Rebate Program participants through December 2012 with funding from grants and 
NRCS Appropriations.  This funding would last until about December 2012 if expended 
at historical rates.    
 



Budgeted (Y/N):  No Budgeted amount:  $0 

Action item amount:  $5,000  
Line item:   
                  

NOTE:  

 

Item No.  2 
 

 
 

ACTION ITEM 
February 17, 2010 

 
 
TO: Board of Directors 
 
FROM: Planning & Operations 
 (Directors Royce, Barbre, Thomas) 
 
 Kevin Hunt 
 General Manager 
 
SUBJECT: WateReuse CALIFORNIA POTABLE REUSE INITIATIVE FUNDING 

REQUEST 
 
STAFF RECOMMENDATION 
 
Staff recommends the Committee discuss whether to support the WaterReuse California 
Potable Reuse Initiative Funding Request. 
 
COMMITTEE RECOMMENDATION 
 
The P & O Committee to determine action at Committee Meeting 
 
SUMMARY 
 

The WateReuse California Board of Trustees has determined the development of potable reuse 
regulations to be a high priority due to: 
 

• Opportunity to expand use of recycled water 
• Availability of Advanced Treatment Technology 
• Interest by environmental organizations 
• Water supply uncertainty 
• Interest from regulators 

 
WateReuse California is seeking seed funding for their Potable Reuse Initiative and is looking 
for support in the amount of $5,000.00.  The seed money will be used to prepare a social policy 
background document, conduct a Workshop, establish a long-term funding plan and work to 
implement the workshop recommendations. 






