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Delta Smelt Population Increases in
2011
Submitted by Sarah Langford on Wed, 12/28/2011 - 4:29pm in Endangered and

Invasive Species  Water News

The endangered Delta
smelt population
rebounded this year to its
highest level in a decade,
according to a state
survey released last week.

The Department of Fish
and Game survey showed
the tiny fish is
significantly more
abundant than in 2010
and at its highest population level since 2001.

The Fall Midwater Trawl Survey index of Delta smelt abundance — which has
been developed almost yearly since 1967 and is named after the season and
type of net used to collect fish for the index – was 343 this year, while the
index in 2010 was 29 and its record high was 1673 in 1970.

State scientists credited abundant rainfall in part for the species’ rebound. In
January, DFG will begin monitoring the spawning migration of adult Delta
smelt and resulting larval Delta smelt.

While the fish is no longer at the brink of extinction, the present population is
still a fraction of its historical highs. The smelt was listed as threatened under
the California and federal Endangered Species Acts in 1993, and was
designated as endangered in 2010 under California law.

Read the DFG’s press release and a story in the Fresno Bee.

http://www.addtoany.com/share_save#url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.acwa.com%2Fnews%2Fendangered-and-invasive-species%2Fdelta-smelt-population-increases-2011&title=Delta%20Smelt%20Population%20Increases%20in%202011%20%7C%20Association%20of%20California%20Water%20Agencies&description=
http://www.acwa.com/mediazone/water_news
http://www.acwa.com/mediazone/news_releases
http://www.acwa.com/newsletters/ACWA-eNews
http://www.acwa.com/newsletters/Washington-Report
http://www.acwa.com/content/voices-on-water
http://acwa.smugmug.com/
http://www.acwa.com/news/endangered-and-invasive-species/republican-representatives-urge-interior-use-best-available-sci
http://www.acwa.com/news/endangered-and-invasive-species/republican-representatives-urge-interior-use-best-available-sci
http://www.acwa.com/news/endangered-and-invasive-species/republican-representatives-urge-interior-use-best-available-sci
http://www.acwa.com/news/endangered-and-invasive-species/feds-propose-policy-modify-implementation-esa
http://www.acwa.com/news/endangered-and-invasive-species/feds-propose-policy-modify-implementation-esa
http://www.acwa.com/news/endangered-and-invasive-species/house-natural-resources-committee-hold-oversight-hearing-endang
http://www.acwa.com/news/endangered-and-invasive-species/house-natural-resources-committee-hold-oversight-hearing-endang
http://www.acwa.com/news/endangered-and-invasive-species/house-natural-resources-committee-hold-oversight-hearing-endang
http://www.acwa.com/news/endangered-and-invasive-species/hearing-national-ocean-policy-held
http://www.acwa.com/news/endangered-and-invasive-species/hearing-national-ocean-policy-held
http://www.acwa.com/news/endangered-and-invasive-species/chinook-salmon-return-restored-battle-creek
http://www.acwa.com/news/endangered-and-invasive-species/chinook-salmon-return-restored-battle-creek
http://www.acwa.com/news/endangered-and-invasive-species/esa-subject-house-science-committee-hearing
http://www.acwa.com/news/endangered-and-invasive-species/esa-subject-house-science-committee-hearing
http://www.acwa.com/news/endangered-and-invasive-species/water-agencies-testify-during-field-hearing-santa-ana-suckerfis
http://www.acwa.com/news/endangered-and-invasive-species/water-agencies-testify-during-field-hearing-santa-ana-suckerfis
http://www.acwa.com/news/endangered-and-invasive-species/water-agencies-testify-during-field-hearing-santa-ana-suckerfis
http://www.acwa.com/news/endangered-and-invasive-species/september-trawl-survey-shows-increase-delta-smelt
http://www.acwa.com/news/endangered-and-invasive-species/september-trawl-survey-shows-increase-delta-smelt
http://www.acwa.com/news/endangered-and-invasive-species/oversight-field-hearing-set-sucker-fish-habitat-designation
http://www.acwa.com/news/endangered-and-invasive-species/oversight-field-hearing-set-sucker-fish-habitat-designation
http://www.acwa.com/news/endangered-and-invasive-species/delta-cross-channel-gates-close-10-days
http://www.acwa.com/news/endangered-and-invasive-species/delta-cross-channel-gates-close-10-days
http://www.acwa.com/news/water-news/major-flood-protection-plan-released-central-valley
http://www.acwa.com/news/energy/acwa-urges-cpuc-include-leak-detection-proposals-2013-14-portfolio
http://www.acwa.com/news/water-news/dwr-conduct-first-snow-survey-jan-3
http://www.acwa.com/mediazone/water_news/5027
http://www.acwa.com/mediazone/water_news/5027
http://www.acwa.com/news/regulatory-affairs/field-hearings-set-take-input-delta-plan-draft-eir
http://www.acwa.com/
http://www.acwa.com/user
http://www.acwa.com/print/5027
http://www.acwa.com/
http://www.acwa.com/
http://www.acwa.com/content/about-acwa
http://www.acwa.com/content/about-acwa
http://www.acwa.com/content/acwa-member-services
http://www.acwa.com/content/acwa-member-services
http://www.acwa.com/content/acwa-news
http://www.acwa.com/content/acwa-news
http://www.acwa.com/content/acwa_advocacy
http://www.acwa.com/content/acwa_advocacy
http://www.acwa.com/content/water-information
http://www.acwa.com/content/water-information
http://www.acwa.com/acwa_spotlight
http://www.acwa.com/acwa_spotlight
http://www.acwa.com/content/contact-us
http://www.acwa.com/content/contact-us
http://www.acwa.com/content/my-acwa
http://www.acwa.com/content/my-acwa
http://www.acwa.com/mediazone/water_news
http://www.acwa.com/mediazone/news_releases
http://www.acwa.com/newsletters/ACWA-eNews
http://www.acwa.com/newsletters/Washington-Report
http://www.acwa.com/content/voices-on-water
http://acwa.smugmug.com/
http://www.acwa.com/sites/default/files/news_icons/endangered-and-invasive-species/2011/12/delta-smelt-1.jpg
http://www.acwa.com/
http://www.acwa.com/content/acwa-news
http://www.acwa.com/mediazone/water_news
http://www.acwa.com/category/issues/endangered-species
http://www.acwa.com/category/issues/endangered-species
http://www.acwa.com/category/news-type/water-news
http://cdfgnews.wordpress.com/2011/12/22/endangered-delta-smelt-population-improves-2/
http://www.fresnobee.com/2011/12/23/2659441/survey-shows-growth-in-endangered.html

	acwa.com
	Delta Smelt Population Increases in 2011 | Association of California Water Agencies


	xhdGlvbi1pbmNyZWFzZXMtMjAxMQA=: 
	form3: 
	mail: 
	action: subscribe


	xhdGlvbi1pbmNyZWFzZXMtMjAxMQA=: 
	form1: 
	search_theme_form: Enter keywords here
	op: 




